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BANGOR, Maine — State
transportation officials are
considering an unconvention-
al approach to the safety and
congestion problems at Inter-
state 95’s Hogan Road inter-
change which, with an aver-
age of about 35,000 vehicles
using it each day, is consid-
ered the busiest in the state,
according to the Maine De-
partment of Transportation.

A proposed redesign of Exit
187, which would result in an
unusual traffic flow configura-
tion on the bridge, is the sub-
ject of an informational meet-
ingset for6-8p.m.Thursdayat
Mathieu Auditorium in East-
ern Maine Community Col-
lege’s Schoodic Hall.

The exit was built in 1960,
according to the Maine De-
partment of Transportation.
The Hogan Road bridge un-
derwent a major widening
in 1983. The nearby Stillwa-
ter Avenue exit was added
in 2001, and the Bangor Mall
area has seen increased de-

velopment and developer
projects in recent years.

As it stands, the inter-
change has safety problems
and often is congested, ac-
cording to the Department of
Transportation. There also
are no sidewalks or adequate
shoulders on the bridge for
pedestrians and bicyclists.

The interchange has
three high-crash locations,
with 94 collisions in the lat-
est three-year period, 72 of
which occurred at the two
traffic signals on the bridge,
according to a powerpoint
presentation the Depart-
ment of Transportation pre-
pared in anticipation of the
June 9 meeting.

Thirty-six percent of the
collisions resulted in inju-
ry, state officials said.

To that end, the state is
proposing a “diverging dia-
mond” interchange, which
if built would be the first in
Maine, Edward Hanscom,
the state transportation de-
partment’s head of trans-
portation analysis, said.

“We first started looking

at this in 2014,” Hanscom
said. “First of all, we want-
ed to learn a lot more about
diverging diamond inter-
changes because it’s a new
concept for Maine.

“We spent time research-
ing that, and we knew that
Exit 187 had high-crash loca-
tions and congestion issues
at certain times, so we want-
ed to see if that was a viable
alternative at the Hogan
Road exit,” he said.

“And so we did analysis,
capacity and safety, and de-
termined that it was proba-
bly the best choice we had
available to us,” he said.

“It reduces the number of
opportunities vehicles have
to cross each others’ paths,
and when you can reduce
those conflicts, you reduce
crashes because that’s
where crashes happen, at
conflict points.”

In addition, lowering
speeds would minimize the
severity of those crashes
that do occur.

Nationally, 57 such inter-
changes have been built

since 2009, and 26 states ei-
ther have built them or have
them under construction,
according to the Department
of Transportation.

State officials say that the
diverging diamond inter-
change design has been
shown elsewhere to reduce
crashes by about half, while
increasing mobility and re-
ducing congestion to pre-
vent backups onto I-95. It
also would provide for a
dedicated bicycle/pedestri-
an-protected path within the
width of the existing bridge.

Hanscom said the current
plan is to continue using the
existing bridge, which has
an estimated service life of
about 10 more years.

The state has $250,000 set
aside for design work,
which will result in a firm
project cost, Hanscom said.
He said, however, that the
total cost likely will be
somewhere between $3 mil-
lion and $5 million.

The project would occur
in 2018 or 2019 at the earli-
est, Hanscom said.
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A Maine Department of Transportation diagram shows
a proposal for a re-designed traffic flow pattern on the
Hogan Road bridge over I-95 in Bangor.

Local dancers perform
to help community

BANGOR — It’s not like-
ly to ever be the theme of a
“Dance Moms” episode,
where it’s all about winning
every competition, but al-
most 100 dancers from sev-
eral Bangor area dance stu-
dios will soon be working
together. They will put on a
show to raise money for
local children, shelter pets,
and a young couple injured
in an accident.

The public is invited to
the Dancers Make Change
performance at 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 16, at John
Bapst Memorial High School
in Bangor. Dancers from
Morita’s School of Dance,
Releve Dance Center, Thom-
as School of Dance and Top
Hat II Dance Studio will per-
form routines that have al-
ready received several
rounds of applause at each
studio’s spring competitions
and recitals.

Organized and sponsored
by the Top Hat II Dance
Team, the multi-studio
showcase is the final act of
the studio’s two month fund-
raising campaign for Ban-
gor Humane Society and
Children’s Miracle Network
Hospitals. Dancers donated
change at the studio in April
and May, and the studio’s
Senior Team organized a
kids’ carnival, complete
with games, face painting,
cotton candy and snow
cones. All proceeds from the
Team’s fundraising efforts
will be donated to the two
local organizations.

There will be a separate
table that will offer raffle
items including a zero grav-
ity lounge chair, themed
baskets and gift certificates.
All proceeds from the raffle
will be donated to the
BRESTRONG and JOHN-
STRONG fund raising ef-
forts to aid in the recovery
of Bre McIntyre and John
Gerald. Dayna White, an in-
structor at Top Hat II, has
helped organize several
fundraising activities for
the couple, including sales
of bracelets and T-shirts, as
well as raffles, a barbecue
and an event at High Tide
Restaurant, where many
supporters gathered, and
wait staff and bartenders
donated tips to the cause.

Directors of the partici-

pating studios are excited
that their students have a
chance to work together to
achieve a common goal.
The money raised will pro-
vide help that is desperately
needed right in Bangor. It’s
not a competition, but this
performance promises to be
a winning situation for all
involved. For information,
email tophatii@aol.com.

Library Foundation
Breaks Ground for
Orono Village Green

ORONO — The Orono
Public Library Foundation
held a ceremonial ground-
breaking June 9 at the li-
brary for the Orono Village
Green. Foundation, library
and town officials spoke of
the significance of this com-
munity funded project.

Foundation Vice Presi-
dent and campaign co-chair
Brian Rahill recognized the
ten community members
on the capital campaign
committee who raised the
funds. “Today, while you
can see work has begun on
the Orono Village Green,”
Rahill said, “we are proud
to recognize those people
who have made this project
possible. My campaign co-
chair Sarah Kenney and I
are grateful to have worked
with a wonderful team. We
thank the outstanding capi-
tal campaign committee
members for their service
in raising the funds.”

Rahill also acknowledged
that it’s thanks to the cam-
paign’s 375 contributors for
providing the funds to make
the Orono Village Green a
reality. “Thanks to you, our
generous donors, the Orono
Village Green is under con-
struction,” Rahill added.

Laurie Carpenter, Direc-
tor of the Orono Public Li-
brary thanked the Founda-
tion’s volunteers for their
dedication to the library
and to the Orono Village
Green project. “The Orono
community is fortunate to
have the support of so many
– including the citizens of
Orono, the town council as
well as close to 100 volun-
teers who assist in making
our library a welcoming
and thriving place. The
Foundation which was es-
tablished in 2002, was in-
strumental in raising funds

for the building and now
has been successful in mov-
ing forward with this cam-
paign,” said Carpenter.

The library director
shared how the Orono Vil-
lage Green will be an asset to
both the library and the com-
munity. “This space will
offer another option for pub-
lic performances, it will be a
green space within walking
distance of downtown for
picnics, reading, playing and
many other social or quiet
contemplative activities. We
look forward to this variety
of community gatherings
that will take place upon the
completion of this project.
Please visit often this sum-
mer to watch the progress
and celebrate this beautiful
addition to our community,”
Carpenter added.

Belle Ryder, Orono As-
sistant Town Manager, rec-
ognized the leadership of
the Orono Public Library
Foundation board for their
commitment to create this
new space behind the li-
brary for all to enjoy. “On
behalf of the Town of Orono,
we’re grateful to have dedi-
cated volunteers in our
community who make
Orono such a wonderful
place to live,” Ryder said.

Following the remarks,
Foundation President and
Campaign Co-chair Sarah
Kenney, Honorary Cam-
paign Chair W. Murray
Bain, Laurie Carpenter and
Belle Ryder placed green
shovels into a mound of dirt
from the Orono Village
Green construction site and
posed for photographs.

Donors to Chapter Two:
The Campaign for the Orono
Village Green contributed
$345,000 to support the proj-
ect to transform the area di-
rectly behind the Orono
Public Library into the
Orono Village Green – a gift
from the Orono Public Li-
brary Foundation to the
Town of Orono. The Founda-
tion has provided the funds
to the town, and the town is
overseeing the project.

Sargent Corporation of
Stillwater is the contractor
for the Orono Village Green.

During construction of
the Orono Village Green,
the area directly behind the
library will be closed to the
public. The Summer Con-
cert series will be held at
Webster Park.

The Orono Village Green

will feature a 125-seat amphi-
theater and stage, lawn and
granite seating, hundreds of
ornamental trees, flowers
and plantings, a stone plaza
with tables, chairs and sun
shade, an overlook area, per-
gola and bench seating areas.
There will also be pathways
circling the grounds connect-
ing to the Orono Senior Cen-
ter and leading to the village.

The Orono Public Li-
brary Foundation is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization
founded in 2002 to raise the
funds to construct the li-
brary. An all-volunteer or-
ganization, the Foundation
is governed by a nine-mem-
ber Board of Directors.

For more information go
to www.oronolibraryfoun-
dation.org. Find them on
Facebook at Orono Public
Library Foundation. Con-
tact the Foundation by
email at info@oronolibrary-
foundation.org or mail PO
Box 308, Orono, ME 04473.

Seven youngwomen
graduate fromGood
Samaritan Agency’s
Teen Parent Program

BANGOR — A gradua-
tion ceremony was held
June 9 for Good Samaritan
Agency’s Teen Parent Edu-
cation Program, an alter-
native education program
for pregnant and parenting
teens. The ceremony was
held at the agency at 100
Ridgewood Drive. Greg
Leavitt, director of Bangor
Adult Education presented
the seven graduates with
diplomas from Bangor
High School.

Sara Disselkamp was the
commencement speaker.
Disselkamp is a graduate of
the University of Maine so-
cial work program and
served as an intern at the
agency during the academic
year. As an adoptee herself,
Disselkamp is passionate
about the topic of adoption
as well as the foster care
system. In 2014, she started
a project she calls Some-
thing To Snuggle, which is
now a nonprofit. It provides
blankets made by Dis-
selkamp and others
throughout Maine who
have jumped on board to
help her. The blankets are
donated to organizations

that work with foster chil-
dren such as DHHS and
Adoptive and Foster Fami-
lies of Maine.

In November, Disselkamp
was chosen as Maine’s
Hometown Hero for her
work with her organization.
She also competed in the
Miss Maine USA pageant at
the end of November placing
third runner up. In her
spare time she enjoys spend-
ing time with her family and
friends, spending time at
her family’s camp on Cedar
Lake and traveling.

Good Samaritan Agency
is a nonprofit agency
founded in 1902 and offers
services to single parents,
including an alternative
education program and a
daycare program in addi-
tion to adoption services.
For information, call Good
Samaritan at 942-7211.

EMMCSportsHealth
SummerPerformance
Camphelpsathletes
prepareforschoolsports

Summer is the perfect
time for middle school and
high school athletes to im-
prove their fitness, but
without a structured pro-
gram and expert instruc-
tion, many will struggle to
see results. Eastern Maine
Medical Center Sports
Health is addressing the
needs of area student ath-
letes by launching a fo-
cused summer program to
help them achieve their
performance goals.

“Our performance camp
seeks to help athletes im-
prove their overall fitness,
reduce their risk of future
injury, increase their
speed, strength, and power,
and more,” says JP Stowe,
ATC, CSCS, program man-
ager, EMMC Sports Health.
“Testing will be done over
various components at the
beginning of camp and
then again at the end so
athletes can track their
progress and see the im-
provements they made.”

Athletes will start each
session with a dynamic
warm-up and ACL preven-
tion exercises, followed by
core strengthening activi-
ties, and speed, power, agil-
ity, and quickness circuits.
Camp wraps up each day

with a fun activity, cool
down, and stretching.

“We believe that by the
end of camp, athletes will
improve their overall per-
formance capabilities, be
more prepared for the fall
sportsseason, and leave
with the knowledge of how
to be healthier, well-round-
ed athletes,” adds Stowe.

The camp will take place
between July 11 and Aug. 5,
at Orono High School’s
sports fields and weight
room. Two-hour sessions
will be held beginning 9
a.m. each Monday, Wednes-
day, and Friday. The $35
registration fee covers the
cost of camp, a t-shirt, and
a water bottle. More infor-
mation is available at
sports.emmc.org or by call-
ing 974-7400.

SAGEMaineworkshop
set for Bangor June 20

BANGOR — In a continu-
ing effort to reach elder ser-
vice providers and educate
them about the particular
needs of LGBT older adults,
SAGE Maine will provide a
workshop in Bangor, sup-
ported by the Bob Crewe
Foundation.

Jackie McNeil, a certi-
fied trainer with the Na-
tional Resource Center on
LGBT Aging, will be in Ban-
gor 9:30-11:30 a.m. Monday,
June 20, at Bangor Savings
Bank Learning Center, 203
Maine Ave.

The training session is
open to service providers in
an effort to reach all elder-
serving agencies in Maine
to help make them safe and
inclusive for lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender
Mainers. The workshops
will provide information on
the specific service needs of
LGBT older adults, on exist-
ing barriers to service and
will offer concrete sugges-
tions for best practices. In-
formation on a new creden-
tialing program by the na-
tional SAGE organization
also will be provided.

Space is limited. Email
Jackie@SAGEMaine.org
to register.
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