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BREWER — Survivors, families, researchers, nurses and others affected by cancer
came together Saturday to raise money that they hope will save more lives.

“We’re here for the patients for whom treatment has failed, as well as to celebrate with
those it’s helped,” said Allen L’Italien, executive director of Eastern Maine Medical Center
Cancer Care.

More than 2,600 people registered to take part in the event, with more signing up Sat-
urday morning. They walked, ran, biked and joined motorcycle motorcades to raise an
estimated $592,000 toward local cancer research efforts. That’s still short of this year’s
goal of $650,000.

This was the seventh year of the EMMC Champion the Cure Challenge, and it has grown
significantly since its start, according to Jennifer Lloyd, philanthropy officer with the
EMMC Foundation.

Lloyd is a breast cancer survivor herself.
“Eleven years later, I’m still here,” Lloyd said. “And I want that same opportunity for

every patient.”
Lloyd said this event raises money for research at the Lafayette Family Cancer Center

in Brewer to explore treatments and potential cures for all types of cancers that affect all
ages of patients.

L’Italien said the community’s support has helped Eastern Maine Healthcare Systems
expand research at the center, which now has 12 oncologists researching various types of
cancer. When the center opened in 2009, there were just five. The support also has allowed
the center to offer more types of treatment and give more patients access to early clinical
trials.

For more information on the Champion for the Cure Challenge or to donate, visit ctcc.
kintera.org/faf/home/default.asp?ievent=1149609.

Champion theCureChallenge event raises
nearly $600,000 for Brewer cancer center
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Cancer survivor Donna McGary (right) crosses the finish line with granddaughter
Kiera McGary, 4, during the seventh annual Champion for the Cure Challenge at
EMMC Cancer Care in Brewer Saturday. Thousands of people participated in a 1K, 5K
or 10K walk/run, a 25, 50, 75 or 100 mile bike ride or a 50 mile motorcycle ride. All
proceeds raised stays in the community to support local cancer research.
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The Bangor Historical So-
ciety a few weeks ago shared
the above map, downloaded
from the Bangor Public Li-
brary’s Digital Commons,
which shows a Bangor that
looks very similar — and
yet, in some ways, quite dif-
ferent — from the city we
know today.

The biggest noticeable
difference is that the City
in the 1870s was divided
into wards. Back then, the
City was ruled by a Board
of Aldermen, a form of
municipal government
that has its roots in 18th
century English law. Each
ward in a city was repre-
sented by an elected alder-
man, all of whom together
represented the City
Council. Bangor had
seven wards in total.

The alderman form of
government was removed
in the early 1930s and re-
placed with Bangor’s cur-
rent form of government —
a city manager and nine-
member elected city council
not tied to any ward, with
the entire ward system done
away with altogether. Ac-
cording to Bangor historian
Dick Shaw, this was part of
a nationwide trend.

“It was a national move-
ment to do away with that
kind of government. May-
ors were getting too power-
ful, especially in cities like
Chicago, and the city man-
ager style was considered
more efficient,” said Shaw,

who also works at Bangor
City Hall. “You’d be
amazed at how many folks
call City Hall and think
that councilors represent
different neighborhoods,
when it hasn’t been that
way for 80 years… we do
still have wards for state
representatives, of course,
but not for local.”

Another big difference is
the amount of land along
the Penobscot River that
was reclaimed in the 20th
century — if you look close-
ly, you can see that the part
of the river immediately
after Railroad Street is
much, much closer to Main
Street than it is today.
That’s because the land on
which the Darling’s Water-
front Pavilion and much of
the Waterfront Park sits
today was reclaimed in the
early 1900s.

“Back then, that area
was known as Dennett’s
Cove,” said Shaw. “People
used to skate up to Main
Street in the winter. If
you’re at a concert, you’re
technically standing on
where the river used to
be… it was reclaimed in the
early 1900s because that
land is more valuable than
having boats coming up to
Main Street.

Elsewhere on the map,
there are lots of things that
aren’t there anymore, or
are not even present at all.
The City Farm, located
where the Cross Insurance
Center and Bass Park is
now, was the City’s farming
property that provided food

for the poor. The map
doesn’t even show Stillwa-
ter Avenue past Pearl
Street, or where Acadia
Hospital stands today, or
State Street past where
Eastern Maine Medical
Center now stands. The
area where the Bangor Mall
and surrounding develop-
ment is now was then farm-
lands — as it was for more
than 80 years after this map
was printed.

Aside from that, it’s ac-
tually striking how many
things haven’t changed.
There are an awful lot of
streets that look almost ex-
actly the same, from the
streets on the lower West
Side, to much of what con-
stitutes the Broadway
Park neighborhood. Then
again, there are some
streets there that aren’t
around anymore, or are re-
named — Lime Street on
the East Side looks like it’s
today’s Forest Avenue,
South Park Street now ex-
tends past Center Street
and connects with Market
Street, and of course, there
was only one bridge to
Brewer, located just a few
feet down river from where
the current State Street
bridge now stands.

Do you see any other big
differences on this map, com-
pared to today? Do these
‘wards’ still reflect some
neighborhood divisions in
Bangor? Send a comment to
eburnham@bangordaily-
news.com and read more of
her blog at cultureshock.
bangordailynews.com.

Map of Bangor from 1875 shows a
divided city, but not in a bad way
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This map of Bangor circa 1875 shows a city divided.


