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ORONO — Old Town
High School students
represented the state
Friday when they
participated in the first-
ever interactive virtual
event to mark the
observation of National
Constitution Day.

Ten first-year students
from Paul Smith’s honors
social studies class at
OTHS were among
hundreds of students
represent ing 43
elementary, middle and
high schools across the
country at Friday’s event.

“I don’t think they
realize they are
representing the entire
state,” Smith said.

He explained that OTHS
became involved after Old
Town Public Library
librarian Valerie Osborn
heard about the project.
She passed the
information along to UM
officials, and when
presented with the idea,
“I jumped at it,” Smith
said.

Using ultrafast high-
tech computer technology
at the University of
Maine, students from
schools around the
country were able to each
read and see each other
read a portion of the U.S.
Constitution.

On a projection screen
at the front of the room,
the Old Town students
were able to view
themselves in real-time,
as well as see each school
as they read their portion
of the document.

“This is the first thing
they’ve ever done as far
as video conferencing,”
Smith said.

UM has had video
conference capability
since the early 1990s, but
the Internet2 program
they were using Friday in
the univers i ty ’ s
Collaborative Media Lab
at Fogler Library is two
years old.

“The high school that’s
hosting this is
Constitution High School
in Philadelphia, Pa.,”
John Gregory, executive
director of UM’s Internet
Technologies Department,
said Friday.

While the Old Town
students were dressed for
a normal day of class,
some others dressed up as
American icons such as
Paul Revere and Uncle
Sam, and created props
and sets to represent their
readings.

“There’s no need to be
nervous, everybody’s in
this together,” a
representative from event
sponsor, MAGPI, said
before the reading began.

MAGPI is a multistate,
regional, high-speed
networking system
providing entry to
Internet2, the educational
internet, involving
insti tutions from
New Jersey, Pennsylvania
and Delaware. A
representative from
sponsor National
Constitution Center
reminded students of the
importance of the
Constitution and why it’s
important to learn about
it.

“It is our duty to learn
our history, to participate,
to vote,” she said.
“Citizenship is work. It’s
not easy, and it’s not free,
but it’s very satisfying.”

The Old Town students
who participated in the
reading were: Grace
Gonnella, Whitney
Leland, Amy Singer,
Molly Baillargeon,
Whitney Buck, Chelsea
Sullivan, Luke Bartlett,
Danyle Boobar, Taylor
Ogden, and Megan
Robichaud.

•
BELFAST — Spanning

1,000 feet of the
Passagassawakeag River,
a restored version of the
bridge that carried U.S.
Route 1 traffic from the
1920s to the 1960s will be
celebrated this weekend.

For the past 40 years,
tourists and townspeople
have zoomed across a
vastly taller and wider
Veterans Memorial
Bridge next door, but the
old structure, in one form
or another, has been
restored for some $4
million.

Backers will have a
grand reopening Saturday
with a parade and a host
of other events, including

fireworks.
“It should be a big day,”

said Jim Bell, the city’s
parks and recreation
director. “We’re going to
have a great time.”

The piers supporting
the footbridge also
supported the old Route 1
Veterans Memorial
Bridge built in 1921. That
bridge was closed to
traffic in 1962 and its deck
and railings were
removed last year.

Now, the landmark is to
be officially dedicated,
and events Saturday will
be followed by Founders
Day at City Park on
Sunday.

Dubbed “Connecting
the Community,” the
celebration will begin
with a boat race at 9 a.m.
Saturday.

U.S. Rep. Michael
Michaud of Maine’s 2nd
Congressional District
will address the gathering
at 2 p.m., followed by a
performance of period
music by the Belfast
Maskers, mime Roving
Bob, and boat rides into
the evening. The bridge
lights will be turned on at
7 p.m. followed by
fireworks at 8 p.m.

Food vendors, face
painting and balloon
sculpting also will be part
of the program.
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BUCKSPORT —
Residents of Bucksport
will have an opportunity
in November to vote in a
non-binding referendum
aimed at gauging public
sentiment about the
proposed construction of
a coal-fired cogeneration
plant in the community.

Applied Energy
Services, which proposed
construction of the
180,000-megawatt facility,
has an application
pending before the
Planning Board for a
shoreland zoning permit
to construct and operate
the facility at Harriman
Cove on the Penobscot
River. Hearings are being
conducted by the board at
this time. Several state
and federal permits also
must be obtained by the
company.

The Bucksport Town
Council approved the
language of the
referendum Thursday
evening. According to the
ballot, the referendum
question “is non-binding,
but will serve to identify
the position of the
majority of those citizens
voting on the proposed
construction of the AES
facility.”

Although he favored
the “straightforward”
language of the
referendum, Councilor
Don White objected to the
explanations to be given
on the ballot which are
added to clarify a yes or
no vote.

In a discussion about
the ballot at the council
meeting, White said that
the explanations “are not
needed and could possibly
confuse some people.”

As approved by a
majority of the council
members Thursday
evening, the referendum
question will ask: “Do you
favor construction of the
AES proposed coal-fired
cogeneration plant in
Bucksport?”

•
Barry Ivers of Brewer

added another world
record to his collection
Saturday by breaking the
mark for runners age 75
and over in the 100-meter
dash at the Maine Senior
Games at Cameron
Stadium in Bangor.

Ivers ran a time of 15.3
seconds to break the old
World Association of
Veteran Athletes mark of
15.4 set in 1984. He set his
other record in the 200
meters with a time of 32.9
at a track meet in Newark,
Del., in March.

The 80-year-old Ivers
must still have his record
performance certified by
the WAVA in Venus,
Calif.

The Maine Senior
Games invo lved
competition in 11 different
events ranging from
swimming to track and
field to bowling.

Almost 176 senior
athletes turned out for the
fifth annual edition of the
games. Organizers
credited the good weather

and five-year tradition of
the games for the large
turnout.

Events were held at
various locations in
Bangor and Brewer
Friday and Saturday.
Anyone age 55 or over
was eligible to compete.

•
HOULTON — Houlton’s

first hospital became
little more than a memory
this week after it was torn
down.

The Aroostook General
Hospital on School Street
has most recently served
as a residential center for
the Southern Aroostook
Association for Retarded
Citizens. The agency
provides residential and
rehabilitation services
for mentally and
physically handicapped
adults from throughout
Aroostook County and
Maine.

The first hospital-type
facility in Houlton came
about in 1903 in what was
then the home of Dr.
Thomas S. Dickison.
Dickison realized there
was a great need for
proper surgical facilities
in the Houlton area
because the nearest
hospital at that time was
120 miles away in Bangor.

Dickison made his
home available as a
hospital for emergency
surgical purposes, but the
demand soon outgrew the
facility. At that point a
small hospital with 10
beds was erected.

The increasing need for
hospital services required
more expansion and in
1911, the roof of the small
hospital was raised to
provide 16 additional
beds.

In 1938, the hospital
was enlarged again to
include 40 beds and 12
bassinets.

Demand for hospital
space continued and more
X-ray, kitchen and
laundry facilities were
subsequently constructed
in the remodeled
basement area.

In 1953, funds were
raised to build an addition
onto the hospital to meet
what continued to be a
growing demand for
hospital services. A two-
story masonry addition
was completed in 1956,
bringing the total number
of beds at the hospital to
62.

The hospital was
eventually closed in the
late 1970s, along with the
town’s other hospital,
Madigan Memorial
Hospital, when the new
85-bed Houlton Regional
Hospital was opened.

The old hospital was
later purchased by the
Southern Aroostook
Association for Retarded
Citizens for use as a
residential center and
offices.

This summer, SAARC
clients who had lived at
the old hospital were
moved into three new
residential facilities on
Abraham Court and Fifth
Street.

The original wood-
frame hospital was torn
down because it was
obsolete. The masonry
addition will be retained
and renovated for
continued use for SAARC
offices.
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CASTINE — Trustees of
the Maine Maritime
Academy will be asked
Friday to take action
authorizing the moving
up of the graduation of
the Class of 1967 by five or
six months to help
alleviate a severe shortage
of trained engineers and
deck officers in the United
States Merchant Marine.
Some 96 men would be
involved.

In a joint statement
Thursday evening, Rep.
Stanley R. Tupper (R) and
Rep. William D. Hathaway
(D), both of Maine, said
they would propose the
action when they
officially visit the
academy as members of a
special subcommittee on
Maritime Education and
Training of the House
Committee on Merchant
Marine and Fisheries.

The two said that all of
the state maritime
academies plus the federal
academy are being asked
to take the same action in
order to provide the
approximately 500
merchant seaman now
needed as a direct result
of the Vietnam conflict.

Tupper and Hathaway
are being accompanied to
Maine by Capt. John T.
Everett who is a
consultant to the full
House committee.

The three plus
Congressman Hastings
Keith (R) of Massachusetts
also inspected the
Massachusetts Maritime
Academy at Buzzards Bay
on Thursday afternoon.
They said the
Massachusetts Academy,
a three-year institution,
has agreed to a step up in
graduation to the last
week in February. The
Maine institution, a four-
year school, ordinarily
has graduation exercises
in June. Rear Admiral
Edward A. Rodgers,
superintendent of the
Maine school, has stated
that one problem the
academy faces by the
early graduation would
be the loss of tuition if the
seniors attended school
only half a year.

B o t h M a i n e
congressmen said in an
interview that it was
hoped that the full stipend
could be paid so the school
would not lose in this
category.

“Maine has more of a
problem and depends
more on the federal
stipend than do the other
state academies,” Tupper
and Hathaway said.

The New England
lawmakers will file a
r e p o r t a n d
recommendations with
the full committee and
they said “we are hopeful
we can do this before
Congress adjourns.”

•
FORT FAIRFIELD —

“ D i s g u s t a n d
dissatisfaction” was
expressed Thursday by
the mothers of two victims
of unsolved Fort Fairfield
slayings, upon hearing
the results of a top level
State House meeting, and
the withdrawal of Otis N.
LaBree from the cases.

Cyrus Everett’s mother,
Mary C. Everett said: “If
they’re not putting on any

new investigator, I’m
certainly not satisfied at
this time with the ones
who have been on it. I
can’t see as anything has
been accomplished.”

The mother of the slain
14-year-old news carrier
went on: “There isn’t
anything that LaBree can
do unless he is hired. I’m
d i s g u s t e d a n d
disappointed that they
didn’t get him.”

Helen Putnam, mother of
slain cocktail waitress
Donna Mauch, 24, said: “I
don’t agree a bit on it. I
can’t go and find the killer.”

According to United
Press International:
Maine State Police are
still looking into the two
unsolved murders.

A two-hour meeting of
Gov. John H. Reed, Atty.
Gen. Richard Dubord,
state police and Fort
Fairfield officials also
reaffirmed that no state
funds would be requested
for any independent
investigation.

Dubord said in July that
the murder case of 24-year-
old cocktail waitress Donna
Mauch, who was killed in
February 1965, was closed.
An Air Force lieutenant
was acquitted of murder
charges in that case by an
Aroostook County Superior
Court jury in June 1966.

Thursday, Dubard said
that as far as his office
was concerned, the Mauch
case was only closed until
evidence was found that
might make possible
another prosecution.

The Fort Fairfield
Town Council last week
reportedly voted to hire
Old Town Police Chief
LaBree, a former state
police detective, to look
into the two murders.

There were reports that
the town council would

ask Reed, a Fort Fairfield
native, to provide $5,000 in
state funds to hire LaBree.

Dubord charged that
any such action by the
governor would be “a slap
in the face” at the state
police and his office. He
said the investigation
could become “swept up
into the political arena.”

Reed is a Republican
and Dubord a Democrat.

Councilor Earle
Johnston and Town
Manager Leonard Kyle
said, “We are completely
satisfied that the
investigations of these
homicides are continuing.
We are certain that all
state resources are being
used to bring about a
solution to the killings.”
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JONESBORO — A great
shock came to this
community last night
when it became known
that the three young sons
of Frank Bagley had taken
a canoe from the landing
and gone up the pond and
at nightfall had not
returned. The father
searching for his
children discovered the
canoe filled with water
near the Levi White place,
but no trace of the boys
has been found. Frank,
the eldest, was an
excellent swimmer,
being a well grown lad
about 16 years of age,
but it is feared that while
trying to save his
younger brothers, Percy
and Ellis, they were all
drowned. Searching
parties are out.

•
CHERRYFIELD — The

57th annual fair of the West
Washington Agricultural
Society closed at Cherryfield
on Thursday with a good
attendance. The number
attending for the three days
was above that of recent
years, the automobiles
making travel easy.

The exhibits in many
classes were up to the
standard. That of
vegetables in the lower hall
was the smallest in years,
even the apple exhibit
being slim. This was due to
the unfavorable season for
vegetables and fruits.

One of the attractive
exhibits in the lower hall
was by the Girls’ Canning
Club of Cherryfield. Miss
Lena Dorr secured first
premium; Miss Mona
Willey, second; Miss Emily
M o r s e , t h i r d ;
Miss Christine Harrington,
fourth; Miss Eunice Tenan,
fifth. Miss Emily Morse
won first premium on
exhibit of 10 quarts of best
canned beans; also first on
best exhibit of vegetables
grown in her garden.
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Picture from the Past
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Crossing guard Nina Leeman watches as Mary Snow School pupils cross the
street to attend the first day of classes on Sept. 6, 1967.

Death Notices
HANRAHAN, Jacqueline Anne, 89, Boston, Mass.; at
Roslindale, Mass., Sept. 4, 2016. Service 12 noon
Saturdday, Sept. 10, 2016, at St. John Chrysostom
Parish, West Roxbury, Mass.
YOUNG, Philip S., 96, Newburgh; at Newburgh, Sept.
6, 2016.
GARCELON, Gary L., 81, Oxford and Corinna, Aug.
30, 2016. Service 12 noon Saturday, Sept. 24, 2016, at
Morses Corner Cemetery, Exeter Road, Corinna. Dan &
Scott’s Cremation & Funeral Service, 445 Waterville
Road, Skowhegan.
GINSBERG, Alan Hardy, 73, Corea; at Ellsworth, Aug.
19, 2016.
HODGDON, Roland F., Jr., 66, Exeter, Sept. 6, 2016.
VANBUSKIRK, William R., Orono, Aug. 31, 2016.
TINKHAM, Glen T., 77, Veazie, Sept. 11, 2016. Kiley &
Foley Funeral Service, 299 Union St., Bangor.
MUSHROW, Jessica “Jessie” M., Carmel, Sept. 2,
2016. Service 11 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2016, at
Brookings-Smith, 133 Center St., Bangor.
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