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VERONA ISLAND — It’s

a bridge.
Crews from Cianbro and

Reed & Reed poured the final
section of the main span of the
Penobscot Narrows Bridge and
Observatory last week, and the
bridge deck now stretches across
the Penobscot River from Pros-
pect to Verona Island.
The bridge also is anchored

to the land on both shores, al-
though crews still have some
work to do on the concrete abut-
ments before the new span can
be connected to a newly config-
ured Route 1 in both towns.
The large cable stays have all

been tightened or “stressed” to
their designed levels, although
some adjustments may need to
be made once all the work is
completed. The critical work be-
ing done now, according to Tom
Dow, project manager for the
Maine Department of Transpor-
tation, is adding tension to the
bridge deck. Workers on Friday
were inside the hollow bridge
deck, known as the box, running
tension cables inside channels
within the concrete deck struc-
ture to create compression there.
“The closer you get to land,

there are less and less stays cre-
ating compression, so there is
less compression in some plac-
es,” Doe said. “We’ll add ten-
sion on these cables and squeeze
the deck segments, so the com-
pression is uniform all the way
through the bridge.”
Closing the span in the mid-

dle was the final key element
in the bridge construction, said
Chris Burgess, the lead engi-
neer for the design team from
Figg Engineering Group in
Tallahassee, Fla.
He said it was a good feeling

to see the two ends connected.
“It’s incredible,” he said. “For

a bridge engineer there is no
greater satisfaction.”
Though some locals liked to

speculate whether the two ends
of the span wouldmeet, Burgess
said, crews took measurements
constantly to ensure that both
segments of the bridge were be-
ing built where they needed to
be in order tomeet in themiddle.
The bridge segments were

poured in place and after each
segment had been poured and
the concrete cured, crews moni-
tored the geometry of the bridge,
Burgess said.
“Once the cure was complet-

ed, we could monitor the shape
of the bridge and then make a
projection as to how to aim the
next piece,” he said.
The bridge deck moved up

and down throughout the con-
struction process, he said. As
each segment was poured, it
added weight to the bridge,
which made the deck dip.
Then the cable stays were
tightened, pulling the deck up
into place. As the segments of
the main span got closer to the
center of the river, the dip af-
ter each pour became greater
and more noticeable.
After the last segment before

the keystone piece was poured,
the span from the Prospect side
of the bridge was 26 1/2 inches
lower than the Verona side span.
That generated a fewphone calls
and emails to the DOT from
concerned bridge watchers, but
they needn’t have worried.
“That was very close to

where Chris said it would be,”
Doe said.
Providing tension to the last

cable stay took care of the dis-
crepancy.

“We stressed stay number
20 and took the slack out of the
cables and that lifted the lip up to
match,” Burgess said.
The same kind of attention

was paid to the left-right align-
ment of the bridge with adjust-
ments being made throughout
the project. When all but the
closing segment was done, the
two sides of the main span sec-
tions were within a quarter of an
inch of each other.
“That’s a small difference,”

Burgess said. “Well within toler-
ances.”
There is still work to be done

before the bridge is completed.
Items such as the bridge railing
and lighting must be installed.
A stainless steel roof, which
will house a warning light in
the peak, needs to be installed
on each of the pylons, and work
needs to be completed on the
concrete median strip between
the two lanes of the bridge.
Crews will connect the ends

of the bridge to Route 1 within
the next several weeks in time
for the Oct. 14 community
celebration. “Bridgewalk”
will allow pedestrians to walk
from one end of the bridge to
the other.
Work on the elevator and the

observation deck continue, al-
though the elevator is not yet
operational and the observation
deck is still an open concrete
framework. The observatory
will not be open for the Bridge-
walk, but people will be able to
visit the entrance at the base of
the pylon that day.
The observatory is expected

to open next spring. The views
from the deck are truly spec-
tacular, providing a 360-de-
gree panoramic view of the
surrounding area. On a clear
day, visibility will be 100
miles in all directions, making
much of the Penobscot River
valley and Penobscot Bay vis-
ible to visitors.
The bridge is expected to be

open to vehicular traffic before
the end of the year.
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BROWNVILLE JUNCTION
—AMilo native and veteran of
World War II was awarded the
Bronze Star for meritorious ser-
vice at the monthly meeting of
the Piscataquis County Ameri-
can Legion. The presentation
was made to Freeman Davis
Clark of Milo, an active retired
District Court judge.
Making the presentation be-

fore American Legion officials
and television crews was Rich-
ard Blouin, commander of the
Maine Department American
Legion. Present to pin the medal
was Clark’s wife, Margaret.
Nearly a year ago Edward

Reed, a member of the Milo
post and county service officer,
was checking records. He told
then post commander Clark that
some members had no record
of having been presented with
awards earned. Reed began the
check, with assistance from
Clark’s wife.
The culmination of Reed’s

work was evident Saturday at
the county post meeting room
filled with guests. Clark was
not aware of what was about
to happen.
According to the citation,

Capt. Freeman D. Clark, a field
artillery member of the U.S.
Army, was given the medal for
“meritorious achievement in
connection with military opera-
tions against the enemy as Bat-
talion Supply Officer during
the preparation for and conduct
of the Saipan-Tinian operation
from 15 June 1944 to 2 August
1944.”
Clark, son of the late Arthur

A. and Bess Davis Clark of
Milo, explained what had hap-
pened. He told the group that
he “only did what he felt had
to be done.”
Clark’s ship, an LST or Land-

ing Ship-Tank, was in the fleet
that was to attack Saipan. The
vessel was docked at Pearl Har-
bor for loading operations. Clark
said the vessel was blown up,

and everything aboard was lost.
Clark said he spent the next day
checkingwith crewmen, none of
whomwas injured, to determine
what had been lost.
“When I was asked bymajors

and above ranked individuals to
prepare such a list, I presented
them with what I had already
done.” Clark said they were
amazed by his forethought.
He said the crewwas outfitted

with what he had asked for. “I
even asked for some items that
wedidn’t originally have.”Clark
said his ship then steamed forth
to try to join the fleet that already
had left for the invasion.
“We went a straight route,

while the convoy had to zigzag
back and forth in order to avoid
enemy intelligence. When the
enemy saw just one LST head-
ing straight, theywonderedwhat
that one ship was capable of do-
ing and didn’t worry about it.”
Clark said his ship reached

the convoy just before the in-
vasion and “was battle-ready.”
Crew members took part in
the invasion, “just as we had
planned to do before the ship
was blown up.”
Clark is a 1933 graduate of

MiloHigh School. He graduated
from Hebron Academy in 1934
and Bowdoin College in 1938.
He received his law degree from
Boston University in 1941. He
attended the Army Command
General Staff School before be-
ing put on active duty.
Clarkwas in themilitary from

1941 to 1946 where he was a
member of the 24th Corps.After
his discharge, he ran unsuccess-
fully for the office of governor.
“That was the end of politics for
me,” Clark said.
He practiced law in Milo be-

fore being named probate judge,
a position he held for 10 years.
He was appointed District Court
judge, where he served for 12
years. Since his retirement in
1983, he has served two terms as
an active retired judge.
Clark is married to the former

MargaretE.WashburnofDover-
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Death Notices
CARPENTER, Walter F., 91, Orono; Aug. 27, 2016.
Service 1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 17, at Stillwater
Federated Church, Bennoch Road, Stillwater. Orono
Chapel of Brookings-Smith, 72 Main St., Orono.
COLSON, Johanna Ernestine (Grampp), 88, Dover-
Foxcroft, Sept. 15, 2016. Lary Funeral Home, Dover-
Foxcroft.
HALKETT, Sandra True, 63, Winslow, Sept. 12, 2016.
Service 1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24, at Searsport Shores,
216 West Main St., Searsport.
JOHNSON, Rev. James Lewis, 71, Portland, Aug. 5,
2016. Service 11 a.m. Oct. 1 at Tappan Reformed
Church, Tappan, N.Y.
KENNEDY, JuneM. (Wood), 86,Gray andMachiasport;
at Machiasport, Sept. 14, 2016. McClure Family Funeral
Services, Machias and Lubec.
MORIARTY, John, 59, Sept. 3, 2016, Old Town.
Service 4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 17, at Family Reception
Center of Brookings-Smith, 163 Center St., Bangor.
THIBODEAU, Viola “Vi” (Blethen), Frankfort; at
Bangor, September 12, 2016. Service 11 a.m.
Saturday, September 17, 2061 at St. Paul the Apostle
Parish, St. Gabriel’s Catholic Church, 435 South Main
Street, Winterport. Hampden-Gilpatrick Chapel of
Brookings-Smith, 45 Western Avenue, Hampden.
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The islands and rugged coastline of Blue Hill Bay are described by Maine
playwright Samuel Taylor (right) to composer Richard Rodgers in August 1961.
The men are collaborating on a new musical comedy at Taylor’s summer home.

ments. Some people liken it to
watching a pro football game
at home — you miss the
drama of being in the stadi-
um, but the tradeoff in visual
detail, informative analysis
and convenience is worth it.

Some opera purists es-
chew the broadcast experi-
ence, but Rauch, who has
been an ardent booster of the
Collins Center for the Arts
since it opened as the Maine
Center for the Arts in 1986,
has embraced the Met live
broadcasts wholeheartedly.

“I have loved live opera all
my life,” she said. “At the Met
[in New York], I spend $345
for a good seat, because I al-
ways want a good seat when
I’m there. But here I can
spend $25. I can see every-
thing. I have a comfortable
seat. I don’t have to get
dressed up. I don’t have to
worry about parking or din-
ner and snacks.”

But despite these attrac-
tions, attendance has never
been robust at the Orono
opera broadcasts. “We gen-
erally draw between 100 and
150 people to each show,”
Collins Center director
Danny Williams said. While
that would be a substantial

audience in a smaller venue,
he noted, it is barely a blip
in the cavernous space of
the Collins Center. “We’re
always trying to expand and
build the audience,” he said.

Although opera’s roots are
in popular entertainment, it
has developed an unfortunate
reputation for being intellec-
tual and hoity-toity, Williams
said. So he’s grateful that in
2014, Rauch, along with a
cadre of fellow opera enthusi-
asts, launched the Collins
Opera Outreach Committee,
or COOC. During the week
before each scheduled perfor-
mance, one of the “kooks,” as
they call themselves, leads a
free, 90-minute discussion of
the featured production — in-
cluding historical context,
plot, characters, musical
highlights, performer biogra-
phies and other information
— at each of three different
sites in Greater Bangor. The
group is in its third season.

The goal of the committee,
according to this year’s
COOC chairwoman Beth
Brand of Orono, is to demys-
tify opera, explode common
misconceptions and pique
the public’s interest in the
stories and the art form.

“We all know that the bet-
ter prepared you are going
into an opera performance,
the more likely it is to be a
successful experience, an en-

riching experience,” Brand
said. She credits Rauch’s en-
thusiasm, deep knowledge
and passion for opera with
keeping the committee fo-
cused and organized. COOC
talks at Dirigo Pines in
Orono, the Orono Public Li-
brary and the Brewer Public
Library have generally
drawn 10 to 15 people, she
said, and most who come also
attend the opera itself.

Rauch, who earned a doc-
torate in 17th-century litera-
ture from Ohio State Uni-
versity, is an educator at
heart. When she and Chick
lived in northern Virginia,
she managed a team of re-
searchers at the Center for
Naval Analyses in Arling-
ton. But after they relocated
to Maine in the late 1980s,
she taught English litera-
ture and composition at
Maine Maritime Academy,
the University of Maine and
Husson University (then
Husson College), as well as
fulfilling a three-year stint
as vice president of the now-
defunct Bangor Theological
Seminary.

“I love to teach,” she said,
crediting her academic incli-
nations to her college-edu-
cated parents. Her father, an
Anglican clergyman who
graduated from Tuskegee In-
stitute in Alabama, and her
mother, who graduated from

Arlington Literary Acade-
my, also in Alabama, raised
their eight children in a fi-
nancially secure household
with a commitment to serv-
ing less fortunate families in
their community.

“Of those to whom much is
given, much is required,”
Rauch said, quoting from the
New Testament Gospel of
Luke. “We were raised on
proverbs and maxims.”

Opera, Rauch said, is
nothing more than life sto-
ries set to beautiful music.
Many popular tunes, includ-
ing the theme from “The
Godfather,” the popular
“Here Comes the Bride” wed-
ding march and the rousing
theme from “The Lone Rang-
er,” are drawn from opera.

“People have always
loved opera without realiz-
ing it was opera,” she said.
Now, if they would just
come to the COOC’s talks,
she said, they’ll discover a
new level of enjoyment.

For her dedication to pro-
moting opera and the arts,
Rauch was presented the 2016
Wilma Award, given by the
Collins Center for the Arts to
an individual or business for
contributions to the center
and the promotion of cultural
activities in Maine. The
award is named for longtime
community leader Wilma
Bradford of Bangor.

Rauch
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Foxcroft. He has two stepchil-
dren. Clark said that although he
had fathered no children, “I’m
the father of just about everyone
in Milo for advice I have given
and concerns I have shown over
the years.” He has had the affec-
tionate nickname of “Pop” for
many years.
Clark attributed his success in

the service to training received
from the Boy Scouts. He told of
serving with men from city ar-
eas who “were afraid.” He said
his Scout activities had helped
prepare him for the service and
asked the Legion to continue
sponsorship of the local troop.
Some dignitaries attending

included Blouin, department
commander; Ronald Sailor, a
national officer from Orono;
Doris Baker, department vice
commander, Litchfield; Edward
Roach, Americanism delegate,
Rumford; Matthew Cobb, hon-
orary past commander from
Waterville; Charles Foss, past
department vice commander;
Ralph Smart, district commis-
sioner; and Juanita Brown, dis-
trict president.

50 years ago
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OAKLAND—Former Con-
gressman Peter A. Garland said
Thursday evening, “Action to
clip the wings of the Chairman
of the House Education and La-
bor Committee, Adam Clayton
Powell, is long-past due and
most welcomed by everyone.”
Speaking before the Oak-

land Lions Club, Garland
added, “No other system of
government in this world
places more emphasis and im-
portance on committees than
does the United States Con-
gress. By his abuses of power,
nepotism, flouting the law of
the land, and neglect of duties
as Chairman, Rep. Powell has
made a mockery of our Con-
gressional Committee system
and insulted the dignity of his
fellowmembers of Congress.”
“As a member of the 87th

Congress, I was privileged to
serve on the Education and
Labor Committee. The fact
that almost 50 percent of all
bills introduced in Congress
come before this committee
clearly points out its impor-
tance on Capitol Hill.” Citing
several examples of Powell’s
arrogance and payroll prac-
tices, Garland said, “I know
only too well from personal
experience just how ruthless
Rep. Powell can be.”
“I would like to commend

most highly Rep. Sam M. Gib-
bons, D-Fla., for his actions in
spearheading this drive among
the 21 Democrats and 10 Re-
publicans on the Education and
Labor Committee to strip Rep.
Powell of his powers as com-
mittee chairman. In no way
whatsoever should such ac-
tion be interpreted as having
racial overtones. Rep. Powell
has been judged by his actions
as an important member of the
U.S. Congress. The dignity of
the entire Congress is at stake,”
Garland concluded.

•
BANGOR — Two former

Bangor High School basket-
ball captains and championship
team players have been named
to direct the campaign activities
of Howard M. Foley, candidate
for the U.S. Congress from
Maine’s Second District.
William S. Cohen andWil-

liam B. Nealley are serving
as Foley campaign manager
and as campaign chairman,
respectively.

Both are natives of Bangor
and were educated in local
schools. Both are recognized
outstanding courtmen in East-
ernMaine hoop history. Nealley
captained and played on cham-
pionship teams at Bangor High
from 1945 to 1948, and Cohen,
from 1955 to 1958.
Foley said, “I feel extremely

fortunate in having two men of
the caliber of Bill Nealley and
Bill Cohen on my campaign
staff. I am sure that they will
bring the same fight and deter-
mination to my campaign that
they showed as leaders in the
sports world.”
“Nealley has proved himself

as a business executive and an
administrator. Bill Cohen has
also had an outstanding sports
career and proved himself in the
legal field as assistant editor-in-
chief of the Journal ofAmerican
Trial Lawyers Association in
Boston,” Foley said.
Nealley, 36, lives with his

wife,Lois, and four children at 38
Lee Street, Bangor.After Bangor
High he attended Maine Central
Institute in Pittsfield and the Uni-
versity of Maine and is president
of Snow andNealley Co.
Cohen, 26, is a graduate of

Bowdoin College and Boston
University Law School. He is
part-time instructor at Husson
College here, and is going into
private law practice locally. He
and his wife, Diane, and two
children live at 41 Knox Street.
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LEWISTON — These offi-
cers were elected Friday by the
Maine W.C.T.U.: Mrs. Althea
G. Quimby, Turner, president;
Miss Isabel H. Stickney, East
Brownfield, correspondent
secretary; Mrs. Vena Leighton
Johnson, Portland, recording
secretary; Mrs. Emma E. Watts,
Portland, treasurer; Mrs. Alice
M. Bigney, Greenville, vice
president at large.
A resolution thanking Miss

Anna Gordon, national presi-
dent for attending the session
was adopted.
Prof. J.A. Nickolls of Boston,

gave the closing address of the
Maine W.C.T.U. convention
this evening. He reviewed the
growth of prohibition in the past
hundred years in this country
and abroad, calling particular at-
tention to what European coun-
tries have done for prohibition in
the present war. He declared the
license system as amethod even
of regulating the liquor traffic
a gross fault, and said the only
proper position for the govern-
ment to takewas absolute prohi-
bition. The convention is invited
to meet in Calais next year.

•
One of the gang of black-

mailers arrested in Chicago,
and whose trials are expected
to tear the private lives ofmany
society people wide open, is
Harry Russell, and is believed
to be the Harry Russell who
formerly resided in Bangor. He
left here a year ago.
Russell was employed in G.

A. Youngs’ pool room on Har-
low Street, and, being a fancy
skater of some ability, he was
often seen in exhibitions at the
Auditorium. His wife, known as
Virginia Gordon, lives on Har-
low Street.
Persons who have seen news-

paper photographs of the Chi-
cago blackmailer say they have
no doubt but that he is the Harry
Russell who once lived in Ban-
gor. Mrs. Russell, questioned
by reporters, admitted that the
resemblance was strong.
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