
Central Maine Roller
Derby held its 2015 fall sea-
son opener on Nov. 21 at
the Cross Insurance Cen-
ter in Bangor.

The Northwood Knock-
outs of Bangor had their
debut as they took on Rock
Coast Rollers’ Breakwater
Blackhearts from Rock-
land.

It was a close match, but
ultimately Rock Coast took
the win with a final score of
202 CMD - 210 RCR.

Central Maine Derby is
one of Maine’s five wom-
en’s flat track roller derby
leagues, with members
from all professions, rang-
ing from ages 18 to 52, of
all shapes, sizes, profes-
sions and backgrounds.

The organization was es-
tablished in May 2012 by a
group of skaters and derby
players with a dream of pro-
viding a fun, athletic, full-
contact team sport in a
healthy and safe training
environment to women in
the Bangor area.

Central Maine Derby
strives to be a family-
friendly and community-
involved organization, and
is involved in a variety of
community organizations,
events and causes.

In addition, Central
Maine Derby developed
Skate Don’t Hate, the
league’s anti-bullying pro-
gram. Groups of skaters
visit local schools and orga-

nizations to talk to kids
about tolerance, accep-
tance, how derby players
from all backgrounds come
together to play as a team,
respect each other, and
speak out against bias-
based behavior.

For more information
about the team and upcoming
events, visit centralmaineder-
by.com or find them on Face-
book. To become a member or
find out about becoming a ref-
eree, email recruiting@cen-
tralmainederby.com.
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MPBN to broadcast 10 high school basketball state finals

BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

The Maine Public Broad-
casting Network has been
awarded television broad-
cast and streaming rights
for the 10 high school boys
and girls basketball state fi-
nals in February 2016.

The Maine Principals’
Association awarded the
rights Tuesday in a one-
year agreement, MPBN said
in a news release.

The rights will include
broadcast coverage of the
Class AA, A, B, C and D
state championship basket-
ball games and the state
cheerleading finals.

“The Maine Principals’
Association is pleased
that MPBN will be able to
televise the 2016 state
championship basketball
games in all five classes,
both boys and girls. This
will allow for all of us to
carry on the MPA/MPBN
tradition and partnership
first established in 1979,”
the MPA’s Executive Di-
rector Richard Durost
said in the release.

MPBN paid $10,000 for
the broadcast rights, ac-
cording to Cory Morrissey,
director of marketing and
underwriting for MPBN.

“We just submitted a bid

for the finals because it is
something we know we can
manage and provide to the
entire state. We’re super ex-
cited,” Morrissey said.

Durost said negotiations
for the rights to the regional
basketball semifinals and
finals are still underway
with two companies.

MPBN began telecasting
Classes B and C and tour-
ney games in 1979, and it
added Class A games in 2003
when WABI-TV of Bangor
and the Maine Principals’
Association ended a 50-year
association.

MPBN said in November
that it could no longer do all of
those tourney games this sea-
son since the Maine Princi-
pals’ Association added a fifth
class to basketball for the up-
coming season and that meant
therewouldbegamesgoingon
simultaneously at three differ-
ent sites instead of two. MPBN
didn’t have the resources for
that added coverage.

Durost said he was happy
with the MPBN agreement.

“We had concerns we
wouldn’t be able to present
some kind of coverage to peo-
ple who live in rural commu-
nities who couldn’t get to
games as well as the elderly.
Under the circumstances,
this is about as good a situa-
tion as we can get,” he said.

“There are no television
entities out there [except
MPBN] that could come in
and provide the same kind
of coverage MPBN can offer
because they can’t free
themselves up from their
national affiliates [and re-
sponsibilities],” he added.

To commemorate MPBN’s
38th year of delivering bas-
ketball coverage to Maine,
MPBN is planning on creat-
ing a Championship Week-
end of coverage to include
live coverage of all the Fri-
day and Saturday state
games and delivering them
to MPBN’s state-wide televi-
sion audience as well as re-
broadcasting the games in
their entirety that Sunday.

“We are very excited to
once again partner with the
Maine Principals’ Associa-
tion and continue our tradi-
tion of covering high school
basketball and thank them
for this opportunity. Offer-
ing basketball coverage to
every community across
Maine is very important to
us as an organization,”
MPBN CEO Mark Vogel-
zang said in the release.

The state finals will in-
clude games taking place in
Portland, Augusta and Ban-
gor. MPBN will announce
its coverage schedule in
early February 2016.
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Central’s Andrew Speed (left) battles for a loose ball with Calais’s Nathan Newell
during the 2015 Eastern Maine basketball semifinal tournament game at the Cross
Insurance Center in Bangor Friday. Ashley L. Conti | BDN
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CMD skater Gunz N Glory #AK47, skates as a jammer
opposing RCR’s CraziNess #925 at the Central Maine
Roller Derby’s 2015 fall season opener on Nov. 21 at the
Cross Insurance Center.
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CMD skater Mary Bo Reap #182, acting as jammer, skates past the pack of RCR
skaters (left to right: Laser Wolf #11, Cranewreck #17, CraziNess #925, Bobo Dread
#8), assisted by CMD’s Maniacal Monkey #1313 at the Central Maine Roller Derby’s
2015 fall season opener on Nov. 21 at the Cross Insurance Center. In the back is
referee Tyrannosaurus Frecks.
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