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SPORTS&RECREATION

BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

BANGOR — Former
WFVX/Fox 22 Bangor/ABC
Channel 7 sports anchor
Aaron Jackson has replaced
Wes Hart as one of the three
hosts of The Drive sports
radio talk show on
WEZQ/92.9 FM The Ticket
of Bangor.

The show airs 4-6 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
Hart was one of the original
hosts along with Jim
Churchill and Jeff Solari. The
show debuted on Jan. 20, 2015.

Hart failed to reach a
contract agreement with
Churchill, who owns
SportsNet Maine, the group
that owns the show.

“I was offered a con-
tract on Dec. 31 for 2016,”
said Hart, who also was a

producer. “It was a lack-
luster contract. It wasn’t
up to par. And there
weren’t any negotiations.

“I didn’t think it would
be a good thing for me to
sign,” said Hart. “It all hap-
pened pretty quickly. I was
surprised how it all unrav-
eled. But that’s the way
things go. Everybody has to
worry about the business
side of things.”

Churchill preferred not to
comment on the situation but
said Hart “did a great job.”

“We appreciate everything
Wes did for The Drive in its
first year,” said Churchill.
“We had a lot of fun putting it
together and getting it off the
ground. I wish Wes nothing
but the best.

“On the other side of the
coin, we are excited and feel
fortunate to have someone

like Aaron Jackson ready to
step into the host role,” con-
tinued Churchill. “He has
been covering local sports
for a number of years. Like
Wes, he is a NESCOM [New
England School of Commu-
nications] graduate who
went to school to do radio
broadcasting. He is passion-
ate about sports and about
what we’re doing.”

Jackson, who already
has started on The Drive,
said he was excited with
the opportunity.

“I went to NESCOM for
radio broadcasting and got
into TV because I wanted to
diversify,” he said.

Jackson left the televi-
sion station in September to
pursue a teaching career at
the United Technologies
Center in Bangor.

“I usually leave by 2:30

[p.m.] or 3:00 [p.m.] and that
gives me plenty of time to
get to the station in Brew-
er,” said Jackson, a 29-year
old Old Town native.

“It couldn’t have worked
out any better. I go and teach
and then I do a sports talk
show,” said Jackson. “And
the great thing is there is
flexibility. If I need to stay at
the school longer, I can do
that. School is my top prior-
ity. I don’t have to be at the
station at a certain time.”

The 27-year-old Hart, a
Bangor native who began
his broadcasting career in
2012 at WZON-AM 620 in
Bangor, said he hopes to
land a job in sports media
but also that “I’m a rela-
tively young guy so this
might be a good time to see
what else is out there and
give something else a try.”

FormerTV reporter begins job
onBangor sports talk radio show

OldTownRec offering a
variety of programs

OLD TOWN — Foil Fenc-
ing for Youth (Level 1) is
an introductory class in
foil fencing teaching basic
skills of fencing: safety,
basic footwork, blade
work, and essential rules
of play for bouting.

All equipment will be
provided for the course.

Fencing for Youth
(Level 2) improves skills
and reinforces basic skills
of foil, epee or saber fenc-
ing through low-line and
circular parries, phras-
ing, preparations on the
blade, next level foot-
work, and bouting strate-
gies. youth are taught the
martial art and sport of
foil fencing.

Classses for students in
grades 2-6 run 5-6 p.m. from
Wednesday, Jan. 20-Feb. 24.
The cost is $45.

Morita’s School of Dance
will provide a progression
of fundamental steps in
ballet, jazz, hip-hop and

tap, Saturdays from March
5 to April 9.

Courses are:
9-9:45 a.m.: My First

Steps (ages 3-5)
10-10:45 a.m.: Intro to

Tap and Ballet (grades 3-5)
10:45-11:15 a.m.: Hippy

Hop/Jazz (Must be enrolled
in Intro to Tap & Ballet)

The cost is $45.
Zumba is an ongoing

program offered by the rec
department.

A total workout combin-
ing all elements of fitness
— cardio, muscle condi-
tioning, balance and flexi-
bility, the class is offered
by Instructor Sarah Metiv-
ier Tidwell.

Zumba is held at 5:45
p.m. Thursdays and 7:30
a.m. Saturdays. The cost is
$6 per day.

For more information
about Zumba, visit tinyurl.
com/owasnsx.

To register or for more
information, visit old-
townrec.com, email
otrec@old-town.org or
call 827-3961.

Victorious BangorMMA fighter eyes lightweight title rematch
BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

It may not have been the
ideal outcome, but Ryan
Sanders’ nationally tele-
vised mixed martial arts
victory over Luis Felix on
Friday night was produc-
tive on multiple fronts.

The second-round vic-
tory as part of CES 32 at
the Twin River Casino in
Lincoln, Rhode Island,
was ruled as ending due
to a right knee injury suf-
fered by Felix, yet it
maintained Sanders’ re-
cent hot streak as he has
transitioned from com-
peting in the welter-
weight (170-pound) divi-
sion to the lightweight
(155-pound) ranks.

“It kind of went the way I
envisioned it,” said the
28-year-old Sanders, an
Etna native and Bangor
resident who trains at
Young’s MMA. “If he hadn’t
got injured the fight was
going to go my way anyway.
I felt like I was breaking

him down and he was start-
ing to fade and I was start-
ing to pour it on.

I think he underestimat-
ed me and I don’t think he
was ready for my strength
or reach.”

The win — televised live
on AXS-TV — was Sanders’
fourth in his last five fights,
a run that also includes his
split-decision victory over
Lucas Cruz last fall to win
the Portland-based Toe 2
Toe Fights lightweight belt.

“It’s all about momentum
in this sport,” he said, “and
fighting and beating all
these guys definitely makes
me feel like I’m in the right
place and headed in the
right direction.”

While Friday’s fight was
contested at a catchweight
of 160 pounds because of
Sanders’ status as a late re-
placement, his victory sets
up a potential rematch with
the top-ranked lightweight
in New England for Felix’s
CES championship.

“Everyone [at CES] was
really happy, and they want

to do it again for the title so
hopefully we can make that
happen,” said Sanders,
“hopefully the sooner the
better because I’d like to get
it over and then move on to
the next one.”

Sanders (10-7) took the
Felix fight on 10 days notice
after Felix’ original chal-
lenger, Waylon Love, pulled
out due to injury.

“I already knew going
into the fight that I was in
his head because the guy he
was supposed to fight was
literally the most complete-
ly different fighter from
me,” said Sanders. “That
guy was 5-7 and a wrestler
and I’m 6-1 and an MMA
fighter and he just wasn’t
ready for it.”

Sanders and Felix battled
through a competitive five-
minute first round.

“We were feeling each
other out but we had a few
exchanges and both of us
landed some clean shots,”
said Sanders. “The first
round was more or less all
stand-up, and I felt like I

was the more active fighter.
“I knew I had to be

there and let him know
from right off the bat that
I was there to fight. If I
didn’t he would have got-
ten more confident.”

The fighters stepped up
the aggression in the sec-
ond round, leading to an
elbow by Sanders to Felix’s
face that instantly changed
the tone of the bout.

Sanders followed up
with a takedown and with-
in seconds the fight was
halted by veteran referee
Dan Miragilotta at 1:46 of
the second round.

“I hit him with a nasty
elbow and then did a take-
down a few seconds after
that, and as he hit the
ground he was making
some noise but wasn’t real-
ly fighting back so I knew
something was up,” said
Sanders. “I looked at the ref
and he asked [Felix] if he
could continue and he
didn’t say anything so the
ref stopped the fight.

“I definitely rocked

him. I felt I had rocked
him for sure.”

Sanders anticipated the
win being announced as a
submission rather than due
to injury.

“I was happy and excit-
ed because I thought I had
won because of the elbow,”
he said. “After I landed the
elbow he went a little limp
in my arms and then I got
the takedown. But then
they called it due to injury
and that [stinks] because
that’s how people are
going to see it on my re-
cord, that I won because
he got injured when I hon-
estly felt like I was going
to win anyway.”

With a rematch against
Felix (14-9) for the CES title
possible, Sanders has de-
cided not to fight on a sched-
uled Feb. 5 card in Salem,
New Hampshire.

“We’re going to take some
time off,” he said. “I want to
get back to the gym and just
start training and drilling
and learning more and get-
ting better, and that fight

really doesn’t offer me a lot
as far as moving me ahead
to where I want to go.”

Sanders was one of two
Eastern Maine fighters to
compete at CES 32.

Derek Shorey of Dover-
Foxcroft made his televi-
sion debut as a late replace-
ment in a featherweight
(145-pound) bout against
Kody Nordby of Cumber-
land, Rhode Island.

Shorey got in the first
kick, but the fight soon
went to the ground where
the combatants rolled to a
position where the rugged
Nordby locked in a triangle
choke and forced the sub-
mission 41 seconds into the
first round.

Nordby is 6-3 after his
third straight victory by
first-round submission.
Shorey, who fights out of
Shatterproof Combat Club
in Dexter, falls to 3-4.

Shorey is scheduled to
fight again Feb. 6 at NEF
21 in Lewiston against
Josh Lange of Sanborn,
New York.


