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Take precautionswhen
driving inwetweather
BY METRO NEWS SERVICE

Drivers must modify
their driving habits when
weather compromises their
visibility and makes road
conditions unsafe. Rain
can fall any time of year,
but tends to be most prob-
lematic in spring.

According to the Federal
Highway Administration,
wet roadways, and rain in
particular, are the main
cause of weather-related
vehicle crashes. The Na-
tional Highway Traffic
Safety Administration
notes that, between 2004
and 2013, rain caused
573,784 crashes.

To drive safely in the
rain and avoid accidents,
drivers should follow cer-
tain precautions.

Here is a list of nine
things drivers can do to
better ensure their -- and
their passengers’ -- safety
behind the wheel. Follow-
ing these simple tips can
help reduce the risk of
accidents on the road dur-
ing poor visibility and
heavy rain.

MAINTAINWIPERSWIPERS
Inspect and, if necessary

change your windshield
wipers regularly to ensure
they are working optimal-
ly. Always test wipers be-
fore driving in rainy
weather.

TURN ON LIGHTSWITH
WIPERS

Reduced visibility is a
major contributor to wet-
weather accidents. Driv-
ers views may be ham-
pered by falling precipita-
tion and glare from wet
roadways. Cloudy condi-
tions and fog also compro-
mise visibility. When
using windshield wipers,
turn on your headlights as
well. This makes your ve-
hicle more visible to other
motorists and improves
your own ability to see the
road and pedestrians.

RECOGNIZE CHANGING
ROAD CONDITIONS

Roadways accumulate
oil and engine fluids that
can float in rainwater,
creating slippery road
surfaces. This is usually a
problem during the first
few hours of a rainstorm
or in areas that receive
little precipitation and
then are subjected to
downpours. These fluids
make rain-soaked roads
even more slippery. Slow
down, leave more room
between vehicles and try
driving in the tracks left
by vehicles ahead.

REDUCE SPEED
The automotive group

the American Automo-
bile Association, a.k.a.
AAA, says hydroplaning,
when the tires rise up on
a film of water, can occur
with as little as 1/12 inch
of water on the road. The
group goes on to say that
tires have to displace a
gallon of water per sec-
ond to keep the rubber
meeting the road. Driv-
ers should reduce their
speeds to correspond to
the amount of water on
the roadway. New tires
can still lose some con-
tact with the roadway,
even at a speed as low as
35 mph. Therefore, reduc-
ing speed and avoiding
hard braking and turn-
ing sharply can help keep
the rubber of the tire
meeting the road.

RELY ON THE DEFOGGER
Use the car’s wind-

shield defroster/defogger
to improve visibility.
Turn it on early and keep
it on until the rain has
stopped and visibility has
improved.

RECOVER FROMA SKID
Skids can be frighten-

ing, but when skidding, re-
sist any temptation to slam
on the breaks. Instead,

continue to look and drive
in the direction you want
to go and slowly ease up on
the accelerator.

SKIP THE CRUISE CONTROL
It’s important to main-

tain control over the vehicle
in rainy conditions, so
avoid using cruise control,
which can lead to having
less control.

MAINTAIN TIRES
Proper inflation and

tire tread levels can im-
prove traction. AAA rec-
ommends checking the
tread depth on your tires
by inserting a quarter up-
side down into the tire
groove. If you can see
above Washington’s head,
start shopping for new
tires. Check tire pressure
on all tires at least once a
month. Get an accurate
reading when tires are
cold and adjust air pres-
sure accordingly.

AVOID OTHER
DISTRACTIONS

Distracted driving can
be hazardous during good
road conditions and even
more dangerous when
visibility and other fac-
tors are compromised.
Switch phones and other
devices off so you can
fully focus on the road
and other drivers.

Rainy weather can con-
tribute to poor driving
conditions. Drivers should
make changes to speed
and other factors to make
wet weather driving as
safe as possible.
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