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BANGOR — Bangor High
School senior Paige Brown
said last week that she had
no idea that she’d take
home a first-place medal in
the 2016 Intel Science Tal-
ent Search competition
until she heard her name
called out during the
awards ceremony.

“It was a complete sur-
prise — they didn’t let on
anything,” the 17-year-old
Bangor resident said late
last Wednesday afternoon
while waiting in a Washing-
ton, D.C., area airport for
her flight back to Bangor.

“They announced the
third- and second-place
winners, and when I wasn’t
among those, I thought,
‘OK. I can calm down now.
I’m not going to get any-
thing,’” Brown said.

“Actually, I’d been looking
out over the tables — each of
the tables had a number on it
— and I was factoring all of
the numbers to take my
mind off of it,” she said. “I
was in the middle of factor-
ing 54 when they said ‘Paige
Brown,’ and I said, ‘Oh my
gosh! Wait. What?’

”I could not believe it. I
am so excited,” she said.
“I’m still in shock.”

Brown’s science project,
which involved inventing a
mechanism for improving
water quality, received one
of three first-place awards
— worth $150,000 each —
during the Intel Science
Talent Search awards cere-
mony in Washington, D.C.

The awards are a program
of the Society for Science &
the Public and the nation’s
most prestigious pre-college
science and math competi-
tion, which this year cele-
brates its 75th anniversary.

Brown won the First
Place Medal of Distinction
for Global Good, which rec-
ognizes a finalist who dem-
onstrates great scientific

potential through their pas-
sion to make a difference.

Brown studied the water
quality of six environmen-
tally impaired local streams
with high E. coli levels and
five with high phosphate
contamination levels.

Brown’s research project,
titled “Identifying and Reme-
diating the Sources of Pollu-
tion in Impaired Bangor

Streams,” won the Maine
Stockholm Junior Water
Prize last year, and she took
home a fourth-place award of
$500 in the Earth and Environ-
mental Sciences category at
the Intel International Science
and Engineering Fair last
spring, where she was award-
ed a full four-year scholarship
to Drexel University.

The teen scientist’s moth-
er, Heather Brown, and her
research mentor and teacher,
Cary James, who heads Ban-
gor High’s science, technolo-
gy and engineering depart-
ment, were on hand Tuesday
night to cheer her on. Her fa-
ther, Daniel Brown, works on
a container ship and was out
at sea at the time, so she
emailed him the news.

“The email was the first
news he had of that. He was
incredibly excited for me.
He said he was very proud,”
she said.

Paige Brown credits
James for sparking her inter-
est in better water quality.

“Really, the person who in-
spired me most was my teach-
er, Mr. Cary James. He’s very

involved in water research,
and he got me inspired to do
this research,” Brown said.
“He started the STEM pro-
gram. He started the storm-
water program with the part-
nership between UMaine and
other Maine high schools.”

What she learned from
being involved in those pro-
grams “gave me the re-
sources I needed to really
begin my research and get
to where I am today.”

Brown said she has plans
for her prize money.

“I’m going to put it toward
college,” she said. “It was re-
ally quite a relief because
now it means I don’t have to
worry about paying for col-
lege. I don’t have to worry
about how much it’s going to
cost because $150,000 covers
pretty much everything.”

As far as what’s next,
Brown said she will continue
her research and will over the
next several months present
at, or compete in, several
more science-related events
in Maine, New England and
elsewhere in the nation.

But for the near term, all

she wants is to catch up on
some sleep.

Her plane was not sched-
uled to land in Bangor until
midnight, and she noted
that she’d been “fairly sleep
deprived this week because
of all the excitement. I think
last night, I only got three
hours.” To that end, Brown
said she might take Thurs-
day off from school.

Superintendent Betsy
Webb said that the Bangor
School Department is
proud of Brown and her
accomplishments.

“This amazing young
woman has taken full ad-
vantage of quality instruc-
tional program offerings
in Bangor High’s STEM
Academy to further her
knowledge in order to ad-
dress water quality issues
facing our world and in
our local community,”
Webb said.

“Watch for this well-
rounded young woman’s
name, for we know her path
continues to climb, and she
has great things ahead in
her future!”
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Bangor High School senior Paige Brown, center, with
her mother, Heather Brown, left, and research mentor,
Cary James, who heads Bangor High’s science,
technology and engineering department. The three are
shown after Paige Brown won the First Place Medal of
Distinction for Global Good, which recognizes a finalist
who demonstrates great scientific potential through
their passion to make a difference, during the 2016
Intel Science Talent Search contest.
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