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New downtown bookstore to specialize in Stephen King
BY NICK MCCREA
OF THE BDN STAFF

BANGOR, Maine --
Downtown Bangor’s new-
est addition will be part
museum, part private of-
fice and part store dealing
in rare books and memo-
rabilia from famous au-
thors -- including a vast
selection from Bangor’s
most famous resident.

Gerald Winters, 44, is
preparing to open Gerald
Winters & Son on Main
Street in the storefront
that was formerly home
to Bottles & Cans in
downtown Bangor’s Stan-
dard Shoe Building. He
hopes to open as soon as
possible next month.

“I’ve been selling pri-
vately for probably 18
years, but never publicly,
never like this,” Winters
said during a recent in-
terview inside his shop.

Winters -- a former com-
puter programmer who
has worked for Procter
and Gamble, the stock ex-
change, and the U.S. gov-
ernment -- bought his first
rare book at a Sotheby’s
auction in New York City

in 1998. He was hooked.
Now, buying and selling
rare books, manuscripts
and letters is his career.

He was raised in Aus-
tralia, went to school in
New York City, and has
lived in Japan, Ireland
and Thailand, among
other places. In each
place he’s lived, he’s ac-
quired books. His collec-
tion, which he estimates
exceed 5,000 books and
other materials, has been
in storage in locations
across the globe, and he’s
working to get the collec-
tion to Bangor.

Winters will be dis-
playing rare books, let-
ters, proofs and manu-
scripts from a range of
authors -- Stephen King,
J.R.R. Tolkien, George
R.R. Martin, J.D. Salin-
ger, James Joyce and oth-
ers. He’ll also have af-
fordable items, such as
used paperbacks, movies
and other memorabilia
for sale. He’s also plan-
ning to start a weekend
Tolkien reading group to
get children interested in
the “Lord of the Rings”
author’s work. He ran a

similar program for un-
derprivileged children
while he was a graduate
student in New York City,
he said.

“At least if they’re here,
people can come in and
see them,” Winters said.

The storefront also will
serve as a base of opera-
tions and out-of-home of-
fice for his selling and buy-
ing of items, Winters said.

Winters, his wife, and
their 2-year-old son re-
cently left Bangkok,
where his wife’s family
runs a business that sells
pharmaceuticals and sea-
food, and set down roots
in Bangor. Winters said
the family decided to
move back to the states
because they didn’t want
to raise their son in Thai-
land, and settled on Ban-
gor after seeing it men-
tioned on a “top places to
raise your family” list-
ing. Winters, who has no
Maine ties, recognized it
as the home of one of his
favorite authors -- horror
novelist Stephen King.

That clinched it. The
Winters started settling
in Bangor in April. Win-

ters had visited Bangor
about a dozen times over
the years to buy or sell
rare King items from
Bangor residents and the
former Betts Bookstore,
formerly owned by Stu
Tinker who today runs
King-themed tours

around town.
Winters struggled with

reading as a young man,
but when he was 26, he
picked up a copy of “The
Stand,” a post-apocalyp-
tic fantasy novel pub-
lished in 1978.

“I devoured it,” Winters

said. “I read it in a week.”
He started reading

more, collecting more.
“He’s been a big influ-

ence in my life,” Winters
said of King. “Probably of
my favorite living writ-
ers, he’s the biggest in
the world.”
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Gerald Winters is setting up shop in downtown Bangor where he will display and sell
rare books, manuscripts and letters from authors. He will call the shop Gerald
Winters & Son

‘Green pocket neighborhood’ arises on Bangor’s East Side
BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE BDN STAFF

BANGOR, Maine -- On
Fern Street in Bangor, in
the modest block between
Garland Street and Mount
Hope Avenue, there’s a
bright new addition to the
housing stock. On the site
of a former commercial
laundry and dry cleaning
plant, three custom de-
signed, super energy-effi-
cient houses have been
built in the past two years,
with room for three more.

These homes are differ-
ent from the others on
Fern Street. Their exterior
walls are 16 inches thick
and filled with rockwool
and cellulose. The win-
dows are triple-glazed and
seal as tightly as a refrig-
erator door. Banks of solar
cells cover the south-fac-
ing slopes of the roofs. The
landscaping trends toward
edible permaculture,
boasting raised vegetable
beds, native fruit trees and
berry bushes instead of
grassy lawns and flower-
ing shrubs.

This is Bangor Eco-
Homes, a small but ambi-
tious sustainable-living
project developed by hus-
band-and-wife team Bob
and Suzanne Kelly, own-
ers of House Revivers and
Kelly Realty Management.
The couple, longtime mem-
bers of the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Society of Bangor
and active with the Peace
and Justice Center of East-
ern Maine, has renovated
and remodeled dozens of
intown properties over the
past 20 years -- including
many historic buildings.
They currently manage
about 65 apartments, offic-
es and commercial spaces.

Now, with their 30-year-
old son, David Kelly, as a
consultant and designer,
they’ve entered the single-
family home market, aim-
ing to attract like-minded
buyers to their ambitious
new mini-development.

“We’re calling it a green
pocket neighborhood,” Su-
zanne Kelly said. “It’s

open to people of all ages,
but it’s ideal for elders in
many ways.”

Bangor EcoHomes is a
bit like the intentional
community model of co-
housing, she explained,
but without the commit-
ment to bylaws, committee
work and planned group
activities. Also, unlike
many co-housing projects,
the Fern Street project is
not in a rural setting but
in an established neigh-
borhood.

The project offers many
advantages that appeal to
older Mainers, Kelly said,
including its energy effi-
ciency, a spirit of shared
values and a livable, walk-
able intown vibe.

Plus, she said, “We like
the idea that we’re improv-
ing the neighborhood.”

“We’re drawing from
history, re-using what we
can, fitting into the exist-
ing community and trying
to make it better,” Kelly
said. “We’ve never done
anything like this before.”

A ‘bad site’ reclaimed
Built in 1912, the New

Franklin Laundry domi-
nated the Fern Street
neighborhood for decades,
doing a brisk commercial
business with local hospi-
tals, restaurants and other
high-volume laundry and
dry-cleaning customers.

“At the time it was built,
it was at the edge of the
city,” said Bangor plan-
ning officer David Gould.
“The residences grew up
around it.”

After the plant closed in
2002, the building sat va-
cant and derelict in the
midst of the residential
neighborhood while the
owners searched for a
buyer. The property in-
cluded the old brick laun-
dry and the acre-and-a-half
it sat upon, which had
been badly contaminated
with toxic chemicals from
the cleaning business.

“It was a bad site,”
Gould said.

But Bob Kelly worked
with the owners to obtain
federal funding for the

cleanup, which included
scraping off and carting
away truckloads of con-
taminated topsoil and aer-
ating the remainder on
site until the contamina-
tion was no longer detect-
able. When Kelly pur-
chased the site in 2007, his
idea was to rehab the still-
standing laundry building
into six condominium
units. The real estate cri-
sis of 2008 changed that
plan.

“No bank would lend
money then on a project
like that,” Kelly said. “And
in the meanwhile, the
building was starting to
fall down.”

So instead, he razed the
structure, cleared off the
site and got city approval
to establish six house lots,
each about 6,800 square
feet.

Then, the Kellys enlist-
ed the help of their son,
who had been studying
sustainable communities
and energy-efficient con-
struction at Yestermor-
row, a design and building
school in Vermont.

“The challenge here was
to do a lot of balancing be-
tween the individual space
and sovereignty people
want in their private
homes while still main-
taining a sense of commu-
nity,” David Kelly said.

In addition, he said, the
project was committed to
sustainable construction
practices, including the
use of local materials
whenever possible, the re-
use of materials left from
the demolition of the old
laundry building and the
restoration of the land’s
vanished topsoil to sup-
port a permaculture land-
scape.

“All the original topsoil
was removed with the
cleanup,” he said. “This
whole site was like a grav-
el parking lot.”

Now, applications of or-
ganic matter such as
leaves and bark chips have
already begun to decom-
pose into soil, supporting
early plantings of fruit

trees, blueberry bushes,
cranberry vines and other
native edibles.

Cost versus value
For retired physician

Miriam Devlin, 84, the per-
maculture landscaping
and gardening opportuni-
ties of the project were a
big draw.

Plus, she said, “the op-
portunity to have a solar-
run house was too good to
miss.”

She and her housemate,
artist Nancy Earle, helped
design the home, working
with David Kelly to achieve
a one-story 1,225-square-
foot floor plan that suits
their needs. They moved in
last January.

Devlin admitted that
they still miss the rural
environment of their pre-
vious home in Orland. But
the project’s commitment
to sustainable living,
along with being close to
shopping, medical servic-
es and like-minded neigh-
bors, promises to mitigate
those losses, she said.

Next door, Mike Gron-
din, 62, and his partner,
Kyle Tardy, 53, said they
knew about the Kellys’
project from the begin-
ning, when it was envi-

sioned as condominiums
in the rehabbed laundry
building. Their interest
didn’t flag when the proj-
ect changed to a mini-
neighborhood of separate
houses.

“I was really ready to
move into town,” Grondin,
who previously lived in
Eddington, said. “I was in-
trigued by the design and
construction of these
homes -- the heat pumps
and solar panels, the use of
reclaimed lumber and
local materials -- the whole
thing.”

Plus, Grondin said, as
he ages, he values being
closer to medical services.
In the future, he said,
“When I call 911, I want
them here in two minutes,
not 20 minutes.”

Bob and Suzanne Kelly
live in the third house on
the site, a two-story,
1,600-square-foot home
they love.

Three lots remain to be
sold, at an asking price of
$40,000 each. While there’s
no requirement that
David Kelly design the
new homes, the family
feels confident that buy-
ers will be drawn to the
project’s ideals as well as

to its location. The cost of
building these energy-effi-
cient homes runs about 10
percent higher than stan-
dard construction, they
say, but that expense is
offset by much lower costs
for heating, cooling and
electricity.

Suzanne Kelly said the
activity around Bangor
EcoHomes is having a pos-
itive effect on the rest of
the neighborhood, spur-
ring a small flurry of home
improvement and home
beautification projects.

“I think it’s true what
they say, that a rising tide
floats all boats,” she said.

Bangor planning officer
Gould agrees.

“The neighborhoods
that go into decline are the
ones where homeowners
aren’t invested in their
properties,” he said.
“What makes a neighbor-
hood work is when people
are concerned with the
long-term value of their
homes.”

On Fern Street, he said,
the Kellys’ project is gen-
erating the kind of interest
that attracts new home-
owners and preserves and
protects the value of fami-
ly neighborhoods.
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One of three energy-efficient homes can be seen on Aug. 18 on Fern Street in Bangor.
Bob and Suzanne Kelly, building renovators, are developing a “green pocket
neighborhood” on the site of an old dry-cleaning facility

Marie Hansen to be
honored byGirl Scouts
ofMaine

Girl Scouts of Maine an-
nounced recently that it will
honor Marie Hansen with
the 2016 Juliette Award at
the seventh annual Pearls of
Wisdom breakfast on Thurs-
day, Sept. 15, at the Hilton
Garden Inn.

Girl Scouts of Maine es-
tablished the Juliette
Award to honor a woman
who embodies the essence
of Juliette Gordon Low, the
founder of Girl Scouts of the
USA. Juliette Gordon Low
was a woman who exhibit-
ed a heightened sense of
service to community and
the courage, confidence and
character to make the world
a better place.

“Marie Hansen has a
very impressive and accom-
plished career path that en-
courages young women to
reach for leadership posi-
tions,” said Joanne Crep-
eau, CEO, Girl Scouts of
Maine. “Marie is a consum-
mate example of the Girl

Scout purpose -- inspiring
young girls to become
strong women and to take
the lead in their own lives.”

Hansen is the dean of the
college of business and in-
terim dean of the New Eng-
land School of Communica-
tions at Husson University
where she has been em-
ployed since 2003 in various
leadership and teaching
roles. During her time at
Husson University, she has
taught more than 34 differ-
ent courses at undergradu-
ate and graduate levels. She
holds a bachelor’s degree
summa cum laude in politi-
cal science from the Univer-
sity of Maine, a degree from
the University of Maine
School of Law and a doctor-
al degree in organizational
leadership from The Chica-
go School for Professional
Psychology. Additionally,
she completed the Institute
for Management and Lead-
ership in Education at Har-
vard University and
achieved mastery level of
Prior Learning Assessment
through DePaul University.
Hansen has given presenta-

tions locally and nationally
on a variety of topics in
business, career planning,
human resource manage-
ment, law, social capital,
work-life balance and prior
learning assessment.

Hansen holds state of
Maine gubernatorial ap-
pointments to the board of
trustees at the Maine
Criminal Justice Academy
and as a Dedimus Justice.
As part of her role with the
Maine Criminal Justice
Academy, she guides stu-
dents in the multi-tiered
application process for at-
tending the academy and
helps them find jobs with-
in the law enforcement
and corrections fields. She
serves on the board of
trustees for The Chicago
School of Professional Psy-
chology in Chicago, where
she is the vice chairwom-
an of the board and chair-
woman of the academic af-
fairs committee. She
serves on the board of di-
rectors for the Bangor
Symphony Orchestra and
is a member of the educa-
tion and programming

committees. She partici-
pates in various criminal
justice and business pro-
gram advisory boards
throughout Maine. She is
an active member in Ban-
gor Rotary, serving on the
scholarships, speaker and
Christmas parade commit-
tees and volunteering for a
variety of events. She pro-
vides pro bono consulta-
tions at the Penobscot
Legal Aid Clinic and men-
tors law students for
Maine Law School. She
previously served as a
member of the Penobscot
County Bar Association
board of directors for 15
years, and was a former
president.

The Pearls of Wisdom
Breakfast is sponsored by
many local businesses, in-
cluding Ambassador spon-
sorsBangorSavings,Deighan
Wealth Advisors, Husson
University and Quirk Auto.

For information about
the Pearls of Wisdom break-
fast, or to purchase tickets,
visit girlscoutsofmaine.
org/pearlsofwisdom or call
888-922-4763.

Purple Iris Foundation,
Brewer Garden Club
build ‘TheTriangle
Garden’in Brewer

The Purple Iris Founda-
tion teamed up with Brew-
er Garden & Bird Club in
July to plant “The Trian-
gle Garden” in Brewer.

The Purple Iris Founda-
tion is a 501(c)3 organiza-
tion that plants for pancre-
atic cancer awareness.
Founder, Christina Par-
rish started with simply
planting purple iris but
that quickly changed to the
use of colorful annuals.

She reached out to the
garden club for informa-
tion on perennials and
help with new ideas for
this particular garden
space. The garden club en-
thusiastically responded
with perennials from
their own gardens and a
few purchased plants from
a generous donation from
a garden club member.

Both groups prepared
the area and planted on

July 21. Lowes in Brewer
donated plants and mulch,
as well as three helping
hands. Tim Hortons also
donated coffee and dough-
nuts to the crew on plant-
ing day.

Because this garden
was planted during the
hottest days in July, twice
daily watering split be-
tween three ladies with
approximately 20 plastic
gallon jugs each, went on
for the first few weeks to
get the plants off to a good
start.

Their hard work paid
off with the blooming of
the hibiscus this week.

This garden will be
maintained by both
groups.
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