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Picture from the Past
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Jerry Vafiades, left, and Charles Brountas, right, pause briefly amid remodeling
chores at the Brountas Restaurant on Main Street. The restaurant reopens this
morning with a complete new look. At the same location for 58 years the Bangor
eating place known to thousands of shoppers has been all done over.

YESTERDAY …
10 years ago — March 24,
2006

(As reported in the Ban-
gor Daily News)

BREWER — Where was
the first settlement of Penob-
scot Indians discovered when
European travelers began
navigating the Penobscot
River centuries ago and land-
ed in what is now Brewer?

And before the three bridg-
es were constructed connect-
ing Bangor and Brewer,
where and how did people get
across the waterway?

The answer to both of
those historic questions, and
many more fascinating facts
about the region’s history,
industries and cultures, will
be found along Brewer’s His-
toric Waterfront Trail, Rob-
ert West, consultant for In-
formal Learning Experienc-
es Inc. of Washington, D.C.,
said Tuesday.

The firm was hired in July
to create the trail’s concept
designs, which were un-
veiled by West during this
week’s City Council meeting.

“Brewer possesses a rich
natural and cultural history,”
he said. “There is some neat
stuff thathashappenedhere.”

The riverside walking
trail, which eventually will
stretch from the former East-
ern Fine Paper Co. mill in
South Brewer to Indian Head
Trail Park, located north of
the Penobscot Bridge, is ex-
pected to have 11 spots where
people can learn about local
lore and the community’s
long history.

Riverside mills, brick
making and boat building,
along with ice harvesting,
fishing and the old ferry
system, were all crucial
parts of the region’s past
and will be spotlighted
along the trail.

“It’s a recreational trail
for bikers, joggers, hikers,
birdwatchers” that also will
be utilized as a teaching re-
source by local schools,
West said.

Stories, including one
about a pair of visiting
white beluga whales in
1954, and others about flood-
ing and the river’s destruc-
tive power, are the nucleus
of the historic trail and will
be told through the river-
side exhibits.

Interactive displays that
draw people of all ages to
the Penobscot River are the
goal of the trail, D’arcy
Main-Boyington, Brewer di-
rector of economic develop-
ment, said.

The trail system is ex-
pected to include a river
history museum, a visitor’s
center, interactive informa-
tional kiosks, and audiovi-
sual interactive displays,
she said.

A children’s garden, lo-
cated behind Dead River
Co., is the first part of the
trail to be completed.

Construction on the trail
itself is expected to begin
sometime this year and is
being paid for by the U.S.
Department of Transporta-
tion, in partnership with
Brewer, City Manager
Steve Bost said Wednesday.

•
ORONO — Two proposed

landscaping projects at the
University of Maine - one
on the Mall and another
among some academic
buildings - are attempting
to beautify the campus
while providing a legacy for
future classes at the school.

“We consider [the land-
scape] to be just as impor-
tant as the buildings on
campus,” Chris Campbell,
UM professor of plant sys-
tematics, said Wednesday.

Campbell and College of

Engineering Associate
Dean Chet Rock on Thurs-
day presented their projects
at a Campus Planning Com-
mittee meeting to an audi-
ence of about 20 students,
faculty and staff.

No tuition dollars will be
used for either project, which
are expected to be funded
entirely through donations.

As one of the most impor-
tant focal points in attract-
ing students, faculty and
staff to the campus, the Mall
is an open area in front of
Fogler Library that stretch-
es about one-quarter mile
long, Campbell said.

As the chairman of the
campus’ Arboretum and
Beautification Committee,
Campbell is proposing to re-
place the green ash trees
now on the Mall with white
oaks, which are “the most
stately and uniform of the
white oak group,” he noted
in his presentation.

The Mall landscape was
completed in the early 1930s
and was used primarily as a
parade ground. In 1964, the
original elm trees on the
Mall were killed by Dutch
elm disease and replaced in
the 1970s by 39 green ash
trees that grew in the shade
of the elms for a few years.

“The trunks of the ashes
tendedtobranchatalowpoint
and not to be straight,” Camp-
bell said, noting that efforts to
correct the poor growth
haven’t been successful.

The 1998 ice storm also
damaged the trees, and al-
though the state received
$50,000 from FEMA to re-
place them, the project
never was carried out and
the funding was lost.

The plan is to gain per-
mission to go ahead with
the project from the Cam-
pus Planning Committee
and UM President Robert
Kennedy before purchasing
the trees later this year.

The trees are expected to
cost about $3,000 each,
which includes long-term
care for several years.

White oaks that already
are eight to 10 years old
would be purchased and
planted in the Littlefield
Garden Small Tree Trials
Area for one or two years to
develop a root system and
increase in size before being
transplanted to the Mall.

“We would buy a number
of trees more than what we
need, maybe 10 more” in
case some of the trees don’t
take, Campbell said.

White oaks grow at a rate
of about a foot per year with
an average final height of 70
feet. The average lifespan of
the trees is 300 to 500 years.

“In my mind, we’re not at
all decided on whether this
project will go forward or
not,” Campbell said. “It’s a
major change to an impor-
tant part of the campus.”

The second project being
proposed is a plaza and walk-
way that would be located
between Crosby Lab, East
Annex, the new engineering
and science wing of Barrow
Hall, and Neville Hall.

The Cloke Engineering
Plaza is named after Dean
Paul Cloke, who served in
the position from 1926 to
1950 - longer than any other
UM engineering dean.

“There’s been a lot of plan-
ning going on in looking at
the area,” College of Engi-
neering Associate Dean Chet
Rock said in presenting the
project he’s heading up.

Studies were done start-
ing in 2002 to determine the
best possible use of the space.

“The campus has very
few gathering areas,” Rock
said, referring to the results
of that study.

A 38-foot tower near the
middle of the plaza is de-
signed to resemble the
tower that used to top Wing-
ate Hall. That tower and the
clock it housed were de-
stroyed by fire in 1943 and
never was rebuilt.

“It’s not supposed to be
an exact duplicate of Wing-
ate,” Rock said.

A bell also used to be
housed in the tower, but
was removed after the fire
and since has disappeared.

“One of our missions is it
would be really nice if we
could find out what hap-
pened with that bell,” Rock
said. “The bell was really an
important part of campus,
so it’s a significant loss.”

The bell used to chime in
the morning to announce
the start of classes, he said.

A portion of the plaza
also is set aside for artwork.
The state requires that new
public projects spend 1 per-
cent of costs on artwork.

Guidelines for the project
will be sent to artists all over
the country who will compete
to create the final project.

If the project is approved,
construction likely would
begin late this summer.

25 years ago — March 24,
1991

ORONO — At this time
last year, the University of
Maine’s hockey locker
room in Madison, Wisc. was
as depressing as a funeral.
Maine had just been elimi-
nated by the University of
Wisconsin, 4-3 in overtime,
in their NCAA Tournament
quarterfinal series.

There was a totally differ-
ent mood in the Maine locker
room at the Alfond Arena
here Saturday night after the
Bears had rallied from a 3-1
deficit to beat Minnesota 5-3
and sweep their best-of-three
series two games to none.

Maine earned its third
trip to the NCAA Tourna-
ment Final Four in the last
four years.

Maine, 32-8-2, will face
Northern Michigan, 36-5-4,
in Thursday’s 3:05 p.m.
semifinal at the St. Paul
(Minn.) Civic Center.

“The guys remembered
how it felt and what it was
like last year,” said Bear ju-
nior left winger and tri-cap-
tain Scott Pellerin. “We real-
ized what we had to do so it
wouldn’t happen again.”

But it wasn’t easy Satur-

day as the swift-skating and
persistent Golden Gophers
showed no effects from play-
ing their seventh game in 14
days in building a 3-1 lead.

“I tip my hat to Minneso-
ta, they played a whale of a
game,” said Maine Coach
Shawn Walsh.

Minnesota spotted Maine
a 1-0 lead on Keith Carney’s
first-period power play goal
(a 20-foot wrist shot off a Jim
Montgomery pass) before
defensemen Luke Johnson
(a screened shot from the
right point) and Tom Peder-
son (a 10-footer off a two-on-
one with Trent Klatt) sup-
plied the Gophers with their
first lead of the series.

Left winger Grant
Bischoff opened the second-
period scoring with a fluke
power play goal which went
in off Montgomery’s helmet
at the 1:42 mark.

Maine goalie Garth Snow
then came up with a great
glove save on Pederson’s
solo effort and the Bears
fought back to tie it on goals
3:39 apart by Chris Imes
and Jim Montgomery.

Junior center Martin Ro-
bitaille got the sixth playoff
game-winner of his career
25 seconds into the third
period and Jean-Yves Roy
added an insurance goal
with 5:43 remaining.

Minnesota Coach Doug
Woog said the difference in
the series was that “Maine
had better snipers.”

Walsh agreed.
“There’s no question that

our snipers were the differ-
ence,” said Walsh. “At key
moments in the game, the
right people got the scoring
chances for us.”

•
GLENBURN — The peo-

ple who swelled the popula-
tion here by more than a
third during the past de-
cade were more likely to
join the lake association
than the Grange.

Year-round dwellers along
the town’s four miles of shore-
line on Pushaw Lake have
doubled in the last decade or
so, while full-time farmers
are a thing of the past.

The new residents have
fled places like Bangor and
Elkhart, Ind., to avoid
crowding and pollution.
The interests of lake associ-
ation members reflect those
concerns. When the Glen-
burn Lake Association was
formed in the early 1970s,

its primary goal was to set-
tle a dispute over the main-
tenance of camp roads.
Since then many camps
have been converted to
year-round homes, and
today a major focus is on
protecting the lake’s water
quality, said Cynthia Esty-
Kendall, a former president
of the association.

Access to the lake also has
been on the minds of many
Glenburn residents. In 1988
the town bought 450 feet of
frontage and 50 acres for a
park, giving residents their
first public way to the lake.

Back in 1941 when Shir-
ley Lingley first moved to
town people weren’t con-
cerned about access to the
lake. Back then there were
many farms and the Pleia-
des Grange was thriving.

Today much of the farm-
land has been subdivided,
and the Grange has just 43
members left, most of them
retired. “People have too
much else to do,” the 76-year-
old past master surmised.

Lingley couldn’t think of
a full-time working farm op-
erating in Glenburn today.
Few of the remaining Grang-
ers have ever been farmers.

Glenburn’s growth is
part of the suburbanization
that has been transforming
the rural landscape for de-
cades around cities like
Bangor, said Richard Sher-
wood, a demographer with
the State Planning Office.

In the 1970s the popula-
tion doubled in Glenburn.
In the 1980s it increased 38
percent, from 2,319 to 3,198
people. Meanwhile, popula-
tions of area job centers
Bangor, Brewer and Old
Town have remained static,
as people have flocked to
surrounding small towns
seeking the latest version of
the American dream.

50 years ago — March 24,
1966

Mrs. Joseph Russell and
Mrs. Lloyd Heldman, chair-
men of the Volunteers for
Pineland Hospital Fund,
and Mrs. Jack Clayman,
publicity chairman, all of
Portland, were in Bangor
Tuesday to promote the ball
to be held at Portland at the
Sheraton Eastland Motor
Hotel April 15 for the bene-
fit of the fund.

Included in their itiner-
ary was a visit to the East-
ern Maine Guidance Cen-

ter, where they met with
Dr. Elizabeth Levinson, a
psychologist at the center,
who explained the testing
procedures used in refer-
ring children from this area
to Pineland.

When Dr. Peter Bowman,
administrator of Pineland
Hospital at Pownal, asked
the volunteers to head a
charity fund drive to provide
extra money for the chil-
dren’s psychiatric hospital
and the all faith chapel fund,
the volunteers felt that peo-
ple from all over the state
might wish to participate.
Invitations to become char-
ter patrons were sent to peo-
ple in this area.

•
“I’m sick.”
Those were the words

used by John King, 23 of 92
Otis Street, when he
walked into Bangor police
station and told of seeing
an unidentified flying ob-
ject at which he fired shots
from a pistol.

“I was driving on Mt.
Hope Avenue,” King told
police, “when I noticed
lights in the field near the
Bangor State Hospital. I got
out ot look and this orange
colored thing started com-
ing toward me.”

King told police he ran to
his car, loaded a .22-calibre
automatic pistol, returned
and fired four shots at the
flying object.

He told Captain F. Carr
McInnis that he could hear
the tips of the bushes scrap-
ing on the object’s underside.

King described the object
as being about two car-
lengths long, orange colored
with a bluish light on one end
and a white light on the other.

King described the shape
of the object to police as
something like a deflated
football. A captain at Dow
AFB, who declined to be
identified publicly, said he
was not at liberty to reveal
any information that may
have been received by au-
thorities at that installation.

The captain did say that
he was aware that at least
two reports were made con-
cerning the object.

A Mrs. Robert Collins of 32
Gilbert Street, Orono, said she
viewed the object from her
home “for about 30 minutes.”

She described the object
as having a pinkish, red-
dish and greenish color, but
said she was too far away to
say how big the object was
that she had seen.

100 years ago — March
24, 1916

The sale of seven of the
coasting schooners of the
Eastern Mfg. Co. lumber
fleet will scatter these famil-
iar craft so long known in
the river. For years, they
have taken lumber to Bos-
ton, Sound ports or New
York and brought back coal,
cement or any eastward
freight offered.

These craft have seen
much grief, weathered gales
that have sent many larger
and more able craft to
smash, been ashore and in
collision but are still afloat.

The figures are not given
out but it is understood that
the property brought a very
fair price as tonnage of al-
most any kind is well up in
price just now.

The decline in the lum-
ber business is also ac-
countable for reducing the
fleet part of which was tied
up or taking charters else-
where last season. Four
schooners still remain.

Compiled by Ardeana
Hamlin and Aimee
Thibodeau


