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Picture from the Past
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Neither rain nor snow nor mud kept 8,000 people away from the open house at
the Bangor Gardens homes, across from what is now the Broadway Shopping
Center, on March 21, 1954. A line started forming outside the model home on
Broadway at 7:30 a.m. and kept right on coming until 9 p.m.

YESTERDAY …
10 years ago — March 31,
2006

(As reported in the Ban-
gor Daily News)

ORRINGTON — Times
are different from when
Rosie the Riveter was needed
to help make war machines
for U.S. soldiers involved in
World War II, and young
people today have forgotten
the sacrifices made by the
Greatest Generation, two
teachers are saying.

The Center Drive School
teachers, who annually pro-
duce the spring play, decid-
ed this year to teach the cast
more than just their lines.

Philippa Harvey, social
studies teacher, and Pau-
line Dickey, music teacher,
took the musical play titled
“Kilroy Was Here,” and in-
corporated the history of
the 1940s era into their
classroom curriculum.

“I’ve been teaching them
all about World War II and
patriotism,” Harvey said
Wednesday during a break
in the musical’s dress re-
hearsal. “I even have a
daily word of the day —
terms from the ‘40s.

“I talked about rationing,
how they couldn’t go to the
store and get what they want-
ed, [including] food,” she said.

When the young girls in
her class found out that
women willingly gave up
their nylons so the military
could use the materials to
make parachutes, their
mouths dropped, the social
studies teacher said.

There are huge differenc-
es between the U.S. of 1941
and today, and the biggest is
the attitude young people
have about supporting war.

“Everybody in the U.S.
supported World War II -
kids were lying about their
age to get in [to the military]
and fight,” Harvey said.

With U.S. military per-
sonnel in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, the two educators de-
cided the play was perfect
to make a point.

“With the troops over-
seas, it’s important to instill
patriotism,” Dickey said. “It
doesn’t matter if you’re for
the war or not - you have to
support the troops.”

The pupils also learned
the details of local history at
the time — including that
German spies infiltrated
Maine — by becoming in-
volved in the play, Hannah
Ruhlin, a seventh-grader
who plays an FBI agent, said.

“I didn’t know spies were
a problem,” she said.

The pupils researched
the hairstyles, makeup and
attire for the play and deco-
rated the stage. On Wednes-
day, the girls in the play ran
around the school’s gymna-
sium in high heels, while
their nails were painted
bright red and their hair
was placed in rollers to cre-
ate the retro hairstyles.

The patriotic musical is
based loosely on a real-life
person, James Kilroy, who
inadvertently created a folk
legend. Kilroy was a ship-
yard inspector who marked
everything he inspected
with “Kilroy was here” and
unbeknownst to him, sol-
diers adopted the saying as
their own slogan.

The play centers on a
United Service Organiza-
tions club and how the
main character, Pvt. Joe
Kilroy, discovers German
spies in the club.

“America is Number One
and we need to stick togeth-
er through the tough
times,” Chris Desmond, the
seventh-grader who plays
Kilroy, said describing the

moral of the story.
A total of 32 pupils out of

the crew of 55 will actually
hit the stage, with all others
doing production jobs.

The school also hopes to
honor all veterans and is offer-
ing free admission to any who
show up in their uniforms.

Because the numbers of
veterans are quickly dimin-
ishing, the teachers said
they hope to attract them to
see the play.

•
BREWER — Deputy

Mayor Michael Celli has
been named to the Small
Cities Council of the Na-
tional League of Cities, a
committee that focuses on
advocating for small cities,
as the only representative
from Maine.

“I am very pleased to be
able to serve on this impor-
tant working group, which
will be of benefit to my con-
stituents in Brewer,” Celli
said recently.

“It’s important for Brew-
er and the entire state of
Maine because the council
sets the agenda for programs
we’ll be requiring from the
federal government,” he
added Thursday. “A small
city is considered 50,000
[population] or less, so that
includes every city in Maine
— except one [Portland].”

Celli will head to Reno,
Nev., for a Congress of Cit-
ies conference in December
where the council will take
up a variety of issues that
communities, including
Brewer, are discussing.

Topping the list is emer-
gency preparedness and re-
sponse for small cities deal-
ing with natural and other
disasters, followed closely
by national energy policy,
health care reform includ-
ing long-term care and flu
pandemic preparedness, in-
tergovernmental coordina-
tion, and the future of sur-
face transportation funding.

All of the NLC issues are
important to Brewer and
the community and state’s
future, Celli said.

The National League of Cit-
ies is the oldest and largest
national organization around
that advocates for cities to im-
prove, and Brewer is one of
more than 1,600 community
members in the country. The
group’s mission is to strength-
en and promote cities as cen-
ters of opportunity, leadership
and governance by network-
ing and sharing positive expe-
riences between city leaders,
according to the NLC website.

Established in 1976 as a
“voice for small cities”
within NLC, the Small Cit-
ies Council works to create
visibility for small cities
and provides a forum for
community leaders to net-
work and ensure the NLC’s
policies and programs re-
flect the needs of the com-
munities. The Small Cities
Council is one of many
under the NLC.

“Through these councils,
the membership of the Na-
tional League of Cities has a
place to share expertise and
offer sensible solutions to
common problems,” James
Hunt, NLC president from
Clarksburg, W.Va., said in
a press release. “We value
the participation and in-
volvement of Michael Celli
as we work together on be-
half of cities across Ameri-
ca in the year ahead.”

Several Brewer leaders,
Mayor Gail Kelly, City Man-
ager Steve Bost and D’arcy
Main-Boyington, Brewer
economic development di-
rector, went to Washington,
D.C., in March to attend the
Congressional City Confer-

ence of Cities and Exposi-
tion, where they met with
Maine’s lawmakers.

“It was very productive,”
Bost said.

25 years ago — March 31,
1991

ORONO — Beginning
Monday, April 1, residents
will be able to report emer-
gencies by dialing 911.

The service has been
arranged between the
town and New England
Telephone Co.

Customers whose num-
bers begin with 866 and who
live within the town limits of
Orono can use the number.

The 911 service is al-
ready in effect for the 581
exchange, serving the
University of Maine.

Callers may quickly
reach a central dispatch of-
fice to summon emergency
service, including police,
fire and medical assistance,
through the 911 system.

The number is for emer-
gencies only and not for
normal police and fire busi-
ness calls. Those depart-
ments can be reached by
calling 866-4451.

John McCatherin, region-
al director of external affairs
for NET, said the purpose of
the emergency number was
to provide immediate re-
sponse for emergency calls.

Detective Forrest Davis,
Orono 911 coordinator, said
that the service would be
particularly beneficial to
public safety and offers a
quick, nationally recog-
nized, way to call for help.

•
Vandals hit cars, trucks

and the windows of restau-
rants and shopping centers
in Bangor Friday evening.
It could be the largest spree
of vandalism in the city for
some time.

Bangor police officers re-
portedly responded to at
least 30 vandalism com-
plaints. Most of the incidents
involved cars with side and
back windows apparently
broken by pellets from air
guns or wrist rockets.

Bangor Police Lt. Lloyd
Blethen said Friday evening

he was not sure if the inci-
dents were related. But,
based on the times of the in-
cidents, he said at least some
were related, and it was sus-
pected the vandals were
using a car to get around.

The first complaints
came into the police station
at about 8:30 p.m. It is be-
lieved most of the incidents
began shortly before 8 p.m.

Motor vehicles were hit at
the Bangor Mall, the Bangor
Cinemas, Kmart, the Airport
Mall, the Colonial House of
Pancakes, the Wellby Super
Drug store and at the Broad-
way Shopping Center. Van-
dals also apparently caused
damage to the House of Pan-
cakes building itself.

Bangor police officers also
responded to the China Light
Restaurant, but it was not
clear late Friday whether
damagehadbeendonetoauto-
mobiles or to the restaurant.

Numerous complaints
were filed at the Bangor
Mall. Officer Greg Sharpe
said the vandals struck cars
around the mall’s parking
lot, on either side of the
mall, and had apparently
only shot at the side win-
dows. Sharpe said burglary
did not seem to be a motive.

Also at the mall, officer
Paul Colley said that while
vandalism with air guns is
reported about once a
month, there was more van-
dalism Friday evening than
he has seen in some time.

50 years ago — March 31,
1966

BANGOR — More than
250 boys jammed the audito-
rium of the Garland Street
Junior High School
Wednesday evening for the
opening of the Maine Cen-
tral Railroad’s merit badge
course in railroading.

The boys representing
Boy Scout Troops from
throughout the Penobscot
Valley District and beyond
— broke records for the
course now being conduct-
ed in Bangor for the first
time. They’ll attend three
more Wednesday class ses-
sions at the Garland Street
School, tour the Maine Cen-
tral’s yards and engine
house in Bangor, take a
written examination, and
finally receive the coveted
railroading merit badge in
a special court of honor.

Prizes of U.S. Savings
Bonds will go to the top
scorers in the written exam.

The Bangor course is the
fifth to be offered by the Maine
Central in as many years. It
was conducted twice in Port-
land, in Lewiston in 1964, and
in Waterville last year. Last
night marked the fifth time
the opening registration has
exceeded the 200 mark.

Four scouts from Lincoln
took the honors for travel-
ing the greatest distance for
the course Wednesday.

Others were present
from troops in Bangor,
Brewer, Old Town, Orono,
Corinna, Orrington, Hamp-
den, Veazie, Hermon, Glen-
burn and Palmyra.

•

The Brewer Kiwanis
Club played host at an in-
ter-club speaking contest
Wednesday night at the
Bangor House at which rep-
resentatives of the Orono-
Old Town, the Hampden
and the Bangor clubs par-
ticipated. Dr. George O.
Chase of the Orono-Old
Town club, who gave a hu-
morous talk on “The Life of
Joseph Hyadin,” was select-
ed for the “big prize.”

The “medium prize” went
to Wyman Rice of the Ban-
gor CLub, who spoke on “It’s
Easy,” preparing a talk. Col.
Robert Cobb, U.S. Army re-
tired, of the Hampden Club
was given the “small prize.”
He spoke on “Viet Cong Ter-
rorist Attacks.”

The Brewer Club, host
group, provided judges.
Brewer President Floyd
Whitcomb presided.

Among the 135 attending
were guests Peter Beaulieu,
Caribou, Kiwanis Division
Nine lieutenant and governor.

Also President Reuben
Naugler of the Bangor Club,
President Sherwin Ricker
of the Hampden Club were
guests of the meeting, as
was Bud Ham of Brewer,
David Peterson, president
of the Brewer High School
Key Club, introduced that
club’s new 1966-67 presi-
dent, Bruce Dunbar.

100 years ago — March
31, 1916

BANGOR — As soon as
the ground is in suitable
condition for work, the
Pearl & Dennett Co. will
make a beginning upon the
development of its property
off Mt. Hope Avenue, oppo-
site the Maple Street exten-
sion which they constructed
some years ago and which
was then named Homeland.

The company has a tract
of four acres which has been
plotted into blocks of good
size and which will be placed
on the market at a figure
which will enable persons
desiring homes of not too
expensive a character to ac-
quire property of their own.
The tract is just east of the
old Beers conservatories, on
high land which commands
a magnificent view of the
surrounding country for
many miles around. The
tract will not be opened to
Stillwater Avenue, the com-
pany reserving a plot of land
to prevent a thoroughfare.

The development of Ban-
gor has been remarkable in
the suburbs in the past de-
cade, starting with the Lit-
tle City, Fairmount, Broad-
way, State and Garland
streets, Homeland, Union
Street, etc. being added. An-
other tract opened for set-
tlement by Samuel P.
Strickland and W.H. Hol-
man from Montgomery
Street, extending north will
be built up by this season
quite extensively.

Compiled by Ardeana
Hamlin and Aimee
Thibodeau


