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YESTERDAY
Picture from the Past

BANGOR DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO BY DANNY MAHER

Walter Crossman, Jack Savage, Guy Lobley and George McMahon swapping yarns
on the porch overlooking the Bangor Salmon Pool in a Friday the 13th photo
taken in June 1947.

Death Notices
BROWN, Joanne G., 73, Bangor, March 29, 2016.
COSTAIN, Carolyn Lois, 75, Brewer, Apr. 6, 2016.
DAVIS JR., Thomas “Tom,” 68, Bangor; at Bangor,
April 3, 2016.
DAVIS, Thomas “Tom” F. Jr., 68, Bangor; at Bangor,
April 3, 2016.
DOWNING, John P. III, 58, Bangor and Phoenix, Ariz.;
at Phoenix, March 22, 2016. Service Saturday, July 2,
2016, 10 Starlight Drive, Brewer.
ELLIOTT, Virginia C., April 3, 2016, Corinth.
FLANNIGAN, James Francis, New Orleans, Louisiana
and Bangor, April 6, 2016.
HAMADEY, Linda M.; 76, Brewer; at Bangor, April 1,
2016.
JURCZYK, Pauline, 93, New Britain, Conn. and Brewer,
April 6, 2016.
KEDDREL, Mildred D., Bangor, Apr. 6, 2016.
LANDRY, Edwin J., 78, Bangor; at Bangor, April 5,
2016. Service 3 p.m. Sunday, April 17, 2016, at the
Bangor Elks Lodge, Odlin Road, Bangor.
LECLAIR, Ruth Grindle, 89, Orono, April 5, 2016.
MILLER, Virginia Anderson “Ginny,” 97, Bangor and
Portland, April 4, 2016.
MORSE, James W., 66, Levant, Apr. 4, 2016.
POWELL, Jolene F. (Russell), Kenduskeag, April 2,
2016.
PRESCOTT, Steven R., 50, Bangor, April 6, 2016.
SCHRAGE, Richard (Rick) J., 70, Hampden; at
Hampden, April 8, 2016.
SEAVEY, Floyd A., 88, Bangor, April 2, 2016.
SWETT, Frances L., 92, Wilmington, Del. and Brewer;
at Wilton, Conn., March 21, 2016.
WEGERDT JR., Theodore “Ted,” 86, Hermon and
Bangor; at Bangor, April 7, 2016.
WEGERDT JR., Theodore L., 86, Hermon; at Bangor,
April 7, 2016.
WEIRICH, Ann, 83, Bangor and Bucksport, April 4,
2016.
WILLETTE, Dale T. Sr., 55, Alton; at Alton, April 1,
2016.
WITHEE, JR., Wallace, 84, Dexter & Bangor, Apr. 5,
2016.
WOODCOCK JR., Judge Allan, 95, Bangor, Apr. 4,
2016.
WOODHEAD, Beatrice S. (Bryant), Bangor, April 4,
2016.

YESTERDAY …
10 years ago - April 14, 2006

(As reported in the Ban-
gor Daily News)

BANGOR — Though it’s
hard to imagine now, by
this time next year Bangor
Waterworks will be home to
some of the city’s most vul-
nerable people.

A collection of mostly
brick buildings on State
Street, the waterworks
was built in 1875 for water
filtration and later used
for power generation. The
buildings have been va-
cant since the 1970s and,
in recent years, had been
rapidly deteriorating.

“The environment has
given it a good beating,”
Lin Lufkin, vice president
of the project’s primary
contractor, Nickerson and
O’Day Inc., said Thursday.

But just in the nick of
time, it seems, the water-
works now is the focus of
Shaw House Development
Inc.’s $6.4 million plan to con-
vert it into rent-subsidized
efficiency apartments for
very low-income adults who
are at risk of homelessness.

The project will create
35 efficiency units, each
with its own bathroom
and minikitchen.

Because the Waterworks
is so close to the river —
one portion actually juts
into it — the views from
most of the tall, arched
windows are breathtaking.

There also will be common
space and on-site support ser-
vices for residents, including
case management and links
to community services and
resources, Howard Soule,
Shaw House Development
Inc. president and chief exec-
utive officer, said Thursday.

Shaw House Develop-
ment is a for-profit subsid-
iary of Shaw House Inc., the
nonprofit group that runs a
shelter for homeless teens
on Union Street.

Soule said the future ten-
ants will come from a popula-
tion that is “definitely under-
served and, in Bangor, the
market study that we had
done shows the need [for such
housing] clearly is growing.”

The project also will help
preserve a historic land-
mark that the city was on
the verge of razing.

“It’s a historical artifact,”
Lufkinsaidof theWaterworks
complex that is as much a part
of Bangor’s skyline as the
Thomas Hill Standpipe.

“I would imagine it was a
star complex in its day,” he
said, while pointing out
some of the fancy brick-
work along the eaves.

Despite some nasty surpris-
es — ranging from the Water-
works’ being in “far worse”
condition than originally ex-
pected to finding a 5-inch-deep
pocket of pigeon dung missed
in an earlier hazardous waste-
style cleanup — the project
remains on time and, so far,
within budget, Soule said.

“It will be a monument to
the people of Bangor, in
some sense,” Soule said.
“So many people have said
for so long that they would
like to have something done
with it, and now some-
thing’s getting done.”

That much was evident
Thursday during a visit to
the work site, where workers
from Lufkin’s company and
several of its subcontractors
were working with equip-
ment ranging from large
dump trucks and earthmov-
ing machines to small hand
trowels and mortar.

Much of the work done to
date has focused on stabiliz-
ing the structure and re-
moving elements that have
not stood the test of time,
including the original slate
roof and sections of brick
wall, Lufkin said Thursday
while leading a tour.

The smokestack that
once towered over the Pe-
nobscot River has been
knocked down because it no
longer was safe, and the fil-
ter plant, the newest of the
structures, was razed to
make way for parking.

“Now we’re rebuilding,”
he said.

The wood-frame Superin-
tendent’s House now sits up
on blocks, awaiting a move
to a new foundation. The
building, which likely will
house yet-to-be-determined
related services, needed to
be moved 100 feet west to ac-
commodate a circular drive
that will wrap around it.

The long, narrow gate-
house building at the oppo-
site side of the property is not
part of the restoration project
but may be developed later.

A project highlight for tech-
nology buffs will be the resto-
ration of the Deane pump, an
enormous cast-iron structure
in the main building.

Once restored, it will be
showcased in the central
common area, where people
will be able to view it from
two levels, the main floor
and a mezzanine level to be
built above it.

•
OLD TOWN — Council-

ors voted Thursday at a spe-
cial meeting to appoint
chairman Gary Sirois and
councilor David Mahan to
act as liaisons between the
City Council and an inter-
nal committee dealing with
the redevelopment of the
Georgia-Pacific mill and re-
lated properties.

An executive session was
held before the vote during
which City Manager Peggy
Daigle explained to the
council the purpose of the
committee and the opportu-
nities it is considering.

The first part of the
meeting was held in execu-
tive session, in regulation
with state law, because
“premature general public
knowledge of the issues at
hand would place the mu-
nicipality at a substantial
disadvantage,” according
to a motion on the agenda.

When G-P announced last
month it was closing the Old
Town facility, the company
agreed to work with the state
to maintain the mill for 60
days to allow state officials
time to find a new buyer.

Daigle explained the city
is optimistic that state Eco-
nomic Development Com-
missioner Jack Cashman
will be successful in finding
a buyer, but wants to be
prepared if an agreement
isn’t reached within the 60-
day time limit, or if the mill
doesn’t resume operations
at full capacity.

In a phone interview
after the meeting, Daigle
said Sirois and Mahan were
appointed unanimously
without discussion.

The redevelopment
committee is composed of
the city’s finance director,
assessor and city manag-
er, with the two council-
ors acting as liaisons.

25 years ago - April 14, 1991
ORONO — This week-

end’s University of Maine
spring dance concert dis-
played more than a variety
of energetic, avant-garde
and outspoken modern
dance pieces. It also aired
the concerns of dance coor-
dinator Kim Arrow about
the unfortunate but inevi-
table cutbacks in the UM
arts curriculum. In pro-
gram notes, Arrow repri-
manded inspecific powers-
that-be for eliminating full-
time faculty positions and
undervaluing arts educa-
tion in Maine by “decimat-
ing” the dance program.

Modern dance dominated
the program this year. Visit-
ing artist John Evans,
whose bio also included a
dig at the university for fac-
ulty cuts, performed “Left
Off Center,” a fairly unorigi-
nal abstract creation about a
man struggling against out-
side forces. Several times
Evans ran into the wings
and was thrust back onto
stage by some invisible
power. Had he actually been
held up by that entity, this
long piece might have ended
sooner, but, as it was, the
most interesting elements of
this presentation were the
mirror panel which hung on
one side of the stage, the
lighting and music.

Evans reappeared
again in the second half
of the program, this time
outfitted with bat wings
and suspended from the
ceiling in ankle braces
with dancer Michelle
Burgoyne. While smoke
and opera filled Hauck
Auditorium, the dancers
performed a rather comi-
cal pas de deux, awkward-
ly wrapping wings around
each other, pulling their
bodies upward and writh-
ing against gravity.
Though impressively de-
manding and absurdly
entertaining, the piece
was muddled and lacked
clearly defined move-
ments and intentions.

After the faculty and vis-
iting artists were show-
cased, dance students
brought a new energy to the
stage. In a mixture of Paula
Abdul pluckiness and sa-
cred dance elegance, Jenni-
fer Mahonen and Katie
McLaughlin made a sym-
metrical and angelic offer-
ing with “Silent Thoughts”
to chanting Eurosynth
music by Enigma.

Evoking a similar com-
bination of themes, chore-
ographer Kelly Holyoke
created a soulful jazz piece
to a selection of music by

Take 6, a gospelly a capella
group. Glorifying the
floor, this WASPy ensem-
ble of vanilla holy-rollers
gave a mostly praisewor-
thy performance.

The most sensationalized
contribution to the evening
was Joseph Ritsch’s “9 to 5
Divas, Runaway Adagios
and Life Interuptis.”

Energized with good old
college-kid chutzpah, this
modern piece tied togeth-
er contemporary issues
such as censorship, gay
rights, safe sex, privileged
materialism and home-
lessness in a rush of im-
ages that were cartoonish,
playful, daring, irrever-
ent and, finally, with a
stage full of lifeless bod-
ies, rather barbed.

•
BANGOR — A school is

more than just walls, win-
dows, classrooms and
desks. At the Fifth Street
Middle School in Bangor,
artwork has become an in-
tegral part of the school and
the aspirations, education
and atmosphere it provides.

Much is new at the mid-
dle school which has re-
cently undergone a major
facelift and addition. Since
its completion earlier this
year, the school has begun
to be adorned with works
from Maine artists.

The latest piece, expected
to be completed sometime
in May, is a three piece steel
sculpture by artist Melita
Brecher of Bar Harbor. Last
Monday, Bangor School
Committee member Brenda
Crowe described the sculp-
tures to the committee as
interpretive art with a
whimsical nature.

And because they will be
made of highly crafted steel
and covered by a high gloss
enamel, Crowe said these
pieces of art are a “hands
on” experience. Unlike
many pieces of art, these
are meant to be touched.
Standing about two-feet
high and about one foot
wide, the sculptures will be
placed in the school’s new
library. The sculptures cost
$1,800.

Like all the contracted
artwork, these sculptures
will be paid for as part of
the state’s Percent for Art
program. For Fifth Street,
$25,000 was set aside from
the state for the artwork. In
addition, last year the
school’s student council do-
nated $800 toward artwork
purchases.

The largest of the art pur-
chased is the four 3D copper
and brass sculptures that
are now part of the exterior
of the school’s new addi-
tion.

Constructed by artist
Barry Norling of Skow-
hegan, the four large panels
depict various aspects of
school life. Shown are
scenes at a locker and in a
science laboratory as well
as one showing a youngster
throwing a ball. The fourth
depicts a familiar class-
room setting; a youngster
whispering to a fellow class-
mate with the teacher at the

head of the classroom. This
project cost $11,750.

The theme of youngsters
at work and play continues
on the inside. On one wall
in the school’s new cafete-
ria, sculptor Jeanne Bruce
has left her mark with 40
clay figurines. The Temple
artist has captured young-
sters and teachers in a vari-
ety of poses, moving first up
toward the ceiling and then
toward the floor.

The clay sculpture is ti-
tled “Flying to Learning,”
and Crowe said the artist
described the upward mov-
ing part as “leaping toward
knowing, learning and re-
flecting a quest and interest
and life.” As the figures
move downward they are
“descending with help from
their friends and in awe of
two teachers.”

The 40 figurines include
seven which are painted in
pastoral colors and costs
$6,000.

Some School Committee
members and district ad-
ministrators contend that
one of the figures has a
striking resemblance to
Roger Moody, director of
business services who
headed up the project for
the district.

The final art project is a
stain glass window, located
in transom in the main en-
trance way to the school.
Made by Ed and Virginia
Slawson, of Waldoboro, the
five panelled window, de-
picts 35 historical and pub-
lic buildings and locations
from the Bangor area.
Among them are the Ban-
gor Public Library, the post
office, the standpipe, and
the Isaac Farrar Mansion.
This project cost $5,000.

50 years ago - April 14, 1966
BANGOR — Miss Mari-

on Spurling was given a
standing ovation Tuesday
night by the Fairmount-
Fourteenth Street PTA.
She was honored at the
group’s meeting for 42
years in teaching, 12 of
which she has spent at
Fairmount School.

New PTA President Roy
Long presented Mrs.
Spurling an oil painting,
“Corea, of Maine” by Ed
Healy, and expressed the
group’s thanks for her
years of service.

Officers of the PTA were
installed by Mrs. Donald
McNally. They are: Mr.
and Mrs. Roy Long, presi-
dents; Dr. and Mrs. Irving
Paul, vice presidents; Mrs.
Lyle Goodwin, secretary;
and Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Viola, treasurers.

Maj. and Mrs. Paul
Blinkensop, who are
being transferred to Pal-
estine, were presented
gifts at the meeting. He is
outgoing president.

The meeting followed art
and music night at the Fair-
mount gymnasium.

•
BANGOR — Bangor’s

Dow Reuse Executive Com-
mittee Wednesday debated
its recommendation of a
new site for the airplane

passenger terminal at Dow
after 1968, replacing the
present, dilapidated wood-
en terminal used by North-
east Airlines, but made no
immediate decision.

Instead, an information
session will be sought by
city staff workers and en-
gineers from the Federal
Aviation Agency between
now and Monday to deter-
mine the weight capacities
of parking and taxiway
ramps in the areas of the
alternate sites.

This would be in prepara-
tion for the Re-Use Commit-
tee’s recommendation to
the Bangor City Council at
a joint meeting set up for
Monday night.

The site of the terminal
has been the subject of
study and some debate for
several weeks.

The major alternatives —
several less desirable possi-
bilities have already been
ruled out — are three: Re-
modeling of the Air Force

Base Operations building, a
project estimated at
$115,000; remodeling of the
fire station building,
$75,000; construction of a
new building, estimated at
anywhere up to $500,000.

The Committee, at a lun-
cheon meeting at Dow Of-
ficers Club which four
members attended, cen-
tered most of its delibera-
tion around the first two
alternatives. Both the base
operations and fire station
buildings are located in
the so-called “light duty”
ramp area where it has
been argued heavy, loaded
aircraft could not be kept
year-round.

The consultation with
FAA engineers is to de-
termine whether the 727
jet passenger liners
Northeast is expected to
utilize seasonally here
could use the light duty
ramp, without difficulty,
for about 10 years.

The use of base opera-
tions or fire station build-
ings as a terminal is recom-
mended until 1973 when
growth of passenger traffic
will demand a completely
new terminal complex.

100 years ago - April 14,
1916

HAMPDEN — At the an-
nual town meeting in
Hampden on Monday, rec-
ommendations were made
to the town which result-
ed in the passage of a vote
to exempt from taxation
for a period of ten years
Bangor’s new industry,
the Bangor Cast Stone
Products Co., the plant of
which is located in East
Hampden on the old Low-
ell & Engel mill property.

George Cuosso, general
manager of the new con-
cern, which already has
met with remarkable suc-
cess, appeared before the
citizens gathered at the
Town Hall and explained
the conditions and possibil-
ities for the future. He was
well received and after re-
marks by others in endorse-
ment the vote was passed
without opposition.

The action by the town is
gratifying to the promoters
of the industry which prom-
ises to do much for business
in this section.

The plant will be en-
larged this season and
many improvements made
which will put the business
on a good footing, the entire
state having been secured
as the field of operations.

Compiled by Ardeana
Hamlin and Aimee Thibodeau


