W8 Thursday, April 21, 2016, The Weekly

SPORTS &-RECREATION

Brewer basketball coach overcomes heart attack, decides to retire

BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

BREWER — At least a few
people were less than
thrilled when Clayton Blood
resumed coaching the Brew-
er High School boys basket-
ball team this past winter.

It had nothing to do with
wins and losses as the
Witches were projected to
be among the top contend-
ers in Class A North.

But Blood was entering
his 20th year as a varsity
basketball coach still recov-
ering from the heart attack
he suffered last fall.

“I didn’t have many med-
ical people telling me to re-
turn,” he said. “In fact, no
one did.”

But after a challenging
opening night when his pre-
game preparation consisted
of a trip to a hospital emer-
gency room, Blood, his coach-
ing staff and players went on
to have a stellar season.

A 14-4 regular season good
for second place in the final
Heal point ratings was fol-
lowed by a trip to the region-
al semifinals. It was a posi-
tive final coaching memory
for the 58-year-old Blood,
who has announced his re-

tirement from coaching.

“It’s bittersweet, certain-
ly,” he said. “It’s not the over-
riding reason I'm doing this. I
don’t have to get done physi-
cally, but the heart condition
did open my eyes about life.
My uncle was a coach, and he
died at 48 of a heart attack.

“As far as basketball goes, it
put that in perspective this
year. I probably had the best
year I've ever had coaching as
far as it being enjoyable and
having great kids and a very
rewarding season,” he said.

Blood, who also plans to re-
tire from a 36-year career in
education, cited several addi-
tional reasons for his decision.

They include his desire to
pursue other interests such
as writing and the lengthy
commute from his home in
Beddington in Washington
County — particularly as it
relates to running a summer
basketball program.

“Thirty-six years is a long
time at one profession, I
think,” said Blood, who began
his teaching career in the
western Maine town of Canton
while a student at the Univer-
sity of Maine at Farmington.

“I have so many other
things I enjoy doing. One
thing I don’t have is any re-

grets for the profession I
chose. At the end of all this
it’s still wonderful, but I think
I'm pretty blessed that Ilove a
lot of things. My wife and I
will have an opportunity to
be able to spend a lot of quali-

season for family reasons
but returned as Brewer’s
freshman boys basketball
coach for 2012-13.

Blood regained the var-
sity post a year later after
Ben Goodwin resigned for

“He’s always teaching. You see it in the classroom and on the
basketball court. It’s just a constant passion for teaching ...

They're always watching him and when he speaks, they listen.
BREWER ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATOR DAVE UTTERBACK

ty time together, and I might
even shoot a deer this f:

Blood was a Bangor Daily
News All-Maine second-team
honoree while playing guard
for Searsport High School in
1976, then continued his bas-
ketball career at UMF.

He coached varsity bas-
ketball for 16 years before
initially taking the Brewer
post. He worked one year at
Belfast, two years at the for-
mer Mexico High School
and 13 years at Hermon.

Blood became Brewer’s
head coach for the 2008-09
season and guided the Witch-
es to a 14-5 record while earn-
ing Kennebec Valley Athlet-
ic Conference Class A co-
coach of the year honors.

He left the job after one

job reasons and guided
the Witches to postseason
appearances each of the
last two seasons with a
core group of veterans
that included 2016 KVAC
all-stars Matt Pushard
and Carter Smith.

Blood earned KVAC Class
A coach of the year honors
again last winter and capped
off his four years at Brewer
with a 41-35 record that
brought his career total to
more than 200 victories.

“He’s always teaching,”
said Brewer athletic adminis-
trator Dave Utterback. “You
see it in the classroom and on
the basketball court. It’s just a
constant passion for teaching
that you see in the way he de-
livers the message of what he

wants the kids to do and how
they should do it in his opin-
ion. They’re always watching
him and when he speaks,
they listen. The delivery real-
ly makes a difference there.”

Blood’s heart attack was fol-
lowed by a procedure to place
two stents in his arteries to fa-
cilitate better blood flow. It
brought a sudden sense of un-
certainty to his immediate
teaching and coaching future.

He was determined to re-
turn to both the classroom
and the basketball court, but
the latter hope was almost
short-circuited on the day of
Brewer’s first game of the
new season against Cony of
Augusta when Blood had to
return to the hospital.

“My blood pressure
spiked again, and I had to
fight to get out of the emer-
gency room to get to the
game on time,” he said.

Blood did take his cus-
tomary seat on the Brewer
bench, and any further con-
cerns that evening may
have been alleviated by the
Witches’ 68-60 victory.

Blood credited assistant
coaches Nick Arthers, Phil
Pushard and Mark Savage
for their support that night
and throughout the winter.

“They were the biggest
blessings I had this year. They
were fantastic,” he said. “The
support I got from them for
my physical well-being was
tremendous — and I did need
help because this season was
hard. There were games when
Iphysically had to sit down.”

Blood said he benefitted
from being able to sleep in
on Wednesdays during
basketball season, per
doctor’s orders.

“If you think of a basket-
ball coach with a Tuesday
night game, that allowed
me to make up school work
and also basketball plans
instead of getting home and
then having to get right up
again,” Blood said.

Blood says he feels good
these days.

“I've been walking, and the
stents are working,” he said.

He will miss the relation-
ships he’s made through
basketball as well as with
the students he has nur-
tured in his classroom.

“You teach people,” he
said. “It isn’t just the subject
matter you teach, and I've al-
ways felt that way with coach-
ing, too. You teach people and
you work with people. That’s
the big thing for me.”

RAPID RACERS

ASHLEY L. CONTI/BDN

Silas Hagerty and Josh Prokey celebrate after successfully navigating Six Mile Falls on
the Kenduskeag Stream during the 50th annual Kenduskeag Stream Canoe Race
Saturday, April 16. The 16-mile race starts in Kenduskeag and ends in downtown Bangor.

Amity-12.9 Acres $11,500
Amity - 6500 acres - §2, 1980 ,000%

Amity-238 Acres $99,900*

Amity-63.8 Acres! SALE PENDING‘

Amity-170 Acres! $69,

Amity- 10 Acres $14; 9[)0

Ashland- 316 Acres! $129,900* Dyer Brook-1.5 Acres $7,500

Ashland-37 River Acres $29,900 Dgle\lr Brook-3 Acres! SALE
Ashland-180 acres on river $135,000  PENDING!

Ashland 53 Acres $32,900 w/ power  Dennysville-502 Acres! $225,000%

Ashland 5 Acreson Stream $14.900  Drew: 52 Actes! SALE PENDING!

Beddington- l:]lgasant River Lake Lot~ Fort ll;alll{lﬁéld 2 Acres! SALE

10 Acres! $8; PE
li:ﬁédmgwn area- 35 acres $29,900 Garland 471 Acres $235,500

eddington area- 110 acres w/ PWR
9005“’

Ca(hance T\\’P 18 ACRES! SALE
NDIN
Eer Cathance Lake $69,000*

Copper Calhance Lake $99,900*
Cornish- 94 Acres $94,000*

5 acres! Nice! $14,900
Hod on 1-90 Actes on nice Stream!

Hod don 49 Acres $19,900

fton- 28 Acres! $23,500°
Howlan 38 Rlver Actes! $99,900
i Island Falls - 153 Acres, Lake
P]amanon 472 ACRES! 39,90

Cary&llSAcre $§29900 Island Falls- 1.45 Acres
Carroll Plantation- 172 Acres w/ power Mattawmamkeag Lake $49,901
] 99,900% Island Falls- Golf Lot-Lake Amess
laﬁlance TWP-- 16 Acres w/ PWR $l7 5

Dyer Brook-12.48 BIG views $29.900

Hampden- Hawthorne Ridge $39,900*
Eanyesvl]le -700 river acres $280,000*  $65,000°

Access - Merrill- 40 Acres
sland Falls- Pleasant]ak/e view $25,000 ﬁ9 900
on

sland Falls-9 Actes near lake! Views!

Qakfield-10 Acres $14,400
Oakﬁeld Tnmone‘, Lake Lot SALE

OldTo\\n Buildinglot $24,900
Otis- 135 Acres! § 9900

$19
Island Falls-4.7 acres $12,900 Near
Lakes!

Island Falls- 25 Acres! $39,900
Lakeville-Horseshoe Lake-$39,900
Kingman- 1 acre w/ well & septic $8,900 Otis-200 Acres! $139,90

Lakeville-30 Acres and cabin on Pond  Oxbow-90 ACRES! SALE PENDING!
$49 Perham- 99 Acres! $55,000

Lakeville- 185 Acres $19

Portage Lake- Boat access lot $27,500*
Lakeville-32 Acres & cabm $54900  Prentiss- 8 Acres $11,000°
Lee- 8 surveyed acres $19,900* Prentiss-50 Acres w/ Cabm $44.900
Lee- Green'?ond $§22,000 T4 R3-Near Island Falls- 3500 Lake
Lee 103 acres w/ pwr$l4900

acres! 1.79 Mil
Lee- 206 Acres-$19,90 Townshi 24 40 Acres $22,900 SALE
Lee-115 Acres- $12,900

PENDING!
Lincoln-2.4 acres Long Lake w/ power  Winn-27 Acres $19,900
000 Weston - Bracket Lake - $69,900%
Linneus-4.6 Acre home site! $16,900  Wesley- 18 Acres! 13,900*
]ﬁléﬂ]\f]t)a&%v Acres Brook $44,900* SALE Weston-36 Acres! $22,900*

E G! Scot Walker, Broker,
Littleton-35 acres w/ PWR §24,900 46 North St., Houlton, ME 04730
Lubec-70 Ocean Front Acres! $625,000

Office: 532-4500 Cell: 538-1765
mdlow%mvgmgw 20 P

scot@mainelandbroker.com
unt Chase-17 acres! water views! T

Chase-32 Acres $29,900 SALE
PENDING!
Maunt Cgase 204 Acres! SALE

Oakﬁeld 22 Acres $14,900

Immaculate 1,493 sq. ft. double wide 3 BR 2 BA
in Bangor’s Premier Mobile Home Park.
Incl. large storage bldg, deck, LR, family rm
and CENTRAL AC!! $79,000.

Andy Ball . andy@showcasehomesofmaine.com
Showcase Homes, 718 Wilson St., Brewer, ME 04412
Tel. 207-989-2337 «

www.showcasehomesofmaine.com

Fax 207-989-2632

HOOP! THERE IT IS

KIMBERLEY CUMMINGS/SPECIAL TO THE WEEKLY
Members of the Lumberjacks freshman AAU Basketball Team huddle with Coach
Chris Lausier, during a recent game against Lawrence at at Cony High School.

IENReaI Estate

realestate.bangordailynews.com
To place an ad in the BDN Malne Real Estate page contact Laura at 207-990-8110 or Igeorge@bangordailynews.com

Do you have land you would like
to sell? Use the land specialists
at www.mainelandbroker.com
or 207-532-4500.

46 North St., Houlton, ME 04730
Office: 532-4500 Cell: 538-1765
scot@mamelandbroker.com

Nicely updated and immaculate home on
spacious and beautifully landscaped lot.
Open living with one floor living if desired.
Oversized 3 car garage with workshop.

Office 207-942-6310

(CORINTH, 37 W. Corinth Rd. ORRINGTON, 337 Snows Crnr Rd.

This is a must see!l $159,900 Enjoy allfirstfloor living and lots of outdoor
MLS#1234370 space. $174,900 MLS#1227750
Kurtis & Carissa Marsh

marsh.re.rom@gmail.com
Realty of Maine, 458 Main St., Bangor

Cell 207-974-6606 / 852-6233

Well landscaped 3 BR/1BA home with
garage. Plus detached in-law apartment
with garage as well. Home has spacious
deck, screen porch and dog kennel as well.

Realty
of Maine,

HAMPDEN - 12 SUMMER STREET
1840 old sea capts. home w/original ship port

window. The charm of yesteryear, updated w/many [

improvements, yet maintained integrity of i
history. In-Law apt. Over $74,000 into
improvements incl. granite counters! Jean Jenkins,
745-4522
$194,900 MLS#1255570
* JoanJenkins.com =

GREENBUSH, 862 Cardville Road
Spacious one floor living with this ranch home.
Owner has done lots of updates. Heat pump gives
cheap heat and air conditioning. New paint, newer
metal roof, new boiler and new on demand hot
water heater. Spacious backyard. Come see this
affordable new home.
$113,900 MLS# 1227971

Office 207-942-6310

Kurtis & Carissa Marsh

S marsh.re.rom@gmail.com
|| Realty of Maine, 458 Main St., Bangor

Cell 207-974-6606 / 852-6233

GUILFORD - 262 Wharff Road
Classic rustic sportsman cabin on a 1 ac. lot. An easy 15 min.
drive to Greeley's Landing on awesome Sebec Lake.
Elevated/open/sloping horizon lot views. Very roomy
screened porch. Scandia wood stove. Propane on site. [

or trades. Available for showing on or about April 15 2016.
$22,900 MLS #1255014
David Stephen Paul
If you're thinking of selling
or buying, call or Text
Dawd ﬁrst 207-629-8260

629-8260

REDUCED PRICE
ORRINGTON, 65 Betts Road

Amazingly private 1 owner ranch home has been

well maintained & owners added oversized & heated

gar., paved/hot-topped, added LR fireplace plus

basement wood stove. Full basement with exterior
entry. Best of all, it's all first floor living with 3
bedrooms, 2 baths and open concept kitchen, living
room and dining with cathedral ceilings.

$200,000 MLS# 1211897

L

600 +/- ACRES FgR SALE

+/- 600 acre forest tract in DownEast.
Frontage on Orange Lake.
Frontage on US Rte. 1. Rare find.
Never before offered.
$550,000

KELLY E. RIOUX
207.879.9229 / 207.838.3405

TA R7 WELS , 407-411 MAIN STREET
14 unit motel with updated lounge with owners
quarters on 9.07 acres. Lounge was used as
restaurant in past. Located on busy tourist route
to state park and Mt. Katahdin.
$249,900 MLS# 1146910

EAU/BRAGDON TEAM
Bruce or Andy today!

ERA Bradford

BROWNVILLE, 32 MEULENDYK AVE
Beautiful 2 story corner lot, 3 season porch, direct
entry mudrm w/ BA/laundry area. Kit. w/open
atherings. 2 BRs

dining area. Cozy LR for faml.ly

upstairs w/full BA. 1 car detached garage. In town

lot near snowmobile trails, live in town but close
to Schoodic Lake. Fully Furnished.

$39,900 MLS#1247657
EAU/BRAGDON TEAM
Bruce or Andy today!

T2 R9 WELS, LOT 83 BLACK CAT RD
Beautiful cabin at the base of Mt. Katahdin on
Millinocket Lake. Cabin was redone in 2010 &

has 179 ft. water frontage w/great boating,
swimming & fishing. Several Ig outbuildings &
decks to listen to loons. Close to all area
attractions. Year round road access.

$169,900 MLS#1243957
THE NADE,

Dawson [
ERA Bradford

T1R9 WELS, LOT 67 FIRE ROAD 16
Enjoy spectacular views of Mt. Katahdin from
this cozy camp that sits on the 5 lake chain all

near Baxter State Park. Camp offers 3 bedrooms
and a loft for extra guests. Enclosed porch
over looking Ambajejus Lake.
Close to all'area attractions.

$159,900 MLS#1245783
THE NADEAU/BRAGDON TEAM
Call Bruce or Andy today!

BROWNVILLE, 35 HOWARD POINT RD
Beautiful camp within 10' of the waters edge of
Schoodic Lake. Camp is an open concept
LR/DR/KT. 2 BR w/2 lofts. Updated cabinets,
counters, windows, well insulated w/ nice wd
work. Separate pad area for a camper
w/septic hookup & power.
$249,900 MLS#1246951




