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Picture from the Past
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Faimount Hardware won the city softball title last night by defeating the Pipers,
5-0, and sweeping the playoffs. Front row, left to right: Dick Russell, Bill Daley,
Bob Reynolds, Charlie Taylor, Dick Stacey and Fred Hartstone. Standing, left to
right: Manager, Ed “Touchie” Short, Forbes Keith, Bob Kelley, Charlie Mooney,
Harry Folster, Doug Powers, Eddie Reynolds and Tom Hilley.

Death Notices
COUSINS, Kenneth V. III, Hermon, July 8, 2016.
GARDINER, Austin M., Brewer; at Bangor, July 7,
2016.
HARRINGTON, Marie J., 84, Bangor; at Bangor, July 4,
2016.
KUEBEL, Frank W., 86, Eddington, July 8, 2016.
Brookings-Smith.
LAVERTUE, Joel P., 79, Howland and Hampden; at
Bangor, July 8, 2016.
LEIGHTON, Orville ‘Zeke’ Carl, 88, Brewer; at Bangor,
July 7, 2016.
PARK, Beatrice L., 93, Brewer, July 4, 2016.
SHERWOOD, Eva M., Hampden; at Lewiston, July 2,
2016.

YESTERDAY …
10 years ago - July 14, 2006

(As reported in the Ban-
gor Daily News)

BANGOR — A tan 1984
Dodge Aries was the best
thing since sliced bread
Thursday afternoon for about
200 spectators gawking at the
rusty car and the hacker who
had just sawed it in half.

At industrial tool suppli-
er N.H. Bragg’s annual open
house, Kelly Breton, 22, took
58.76 seconds to bisect the
four-door sedan, which read
68,286 on its odometer and
was last inspected in 2004.

Kneeling on the car’s roof,
Breton started by guiding
the thin saw blade down a
zigzagging black line drawn
earlier. From one open door
to the other, she finished off
the roof, jumped down and
braced her body with one
foot on the pavement and the
other on the car’s floorboard,
transferring her body’s
power to the red reciprocat-
ing saw. When the whining
tool ceased, Breton threw off
her leather gloves, removed
her sunglasses and dropped
a bent saw blade.

The tall, slender woman
from East Longmeadow,
Mass., had just sliced a car
in half for the first time.

About 1,200 people from
all over the state attended
the all-day event in the
parking lot of the N.H.
Bragg showroom on Perry
Road. Fifty vendors show-
cased power drills, wrench-
es and safety gear.

Craig Harnish, 36, of
Winterport stood in the cir-
cle of people surrounding
the car after its swift bisec-
tion. Harnish’s daughter,
Taylor, 9, sat contently on
her father’s shoulders, peer-
ing over onlookers.

Bystanders calculated how
long the operation would
take. Most overestimated.

“I thought it was going to
take a few minutes,” Har-
nish said.

Others guessed up to 40
minutes.

The cutter’s father, Lee
“Hackman” Breton, 62, who
visited Bangor for the 20th
time Thursday, initiated the
stunt 25 years ago as a mar-
keting strategy for Massa-
chusetts-based saw-blade
manufacturer LENOX. Vic-
tims of his blade have
ranged from oil tankers and
houses to cargo planes and
buses. The Bangor show was
the duo’s eighth car-cutting
event of a 30-stop season.

Lee Breton’s record time
for a car, which stands at 38
seconds, might be threat-
ened by the budding rookie,
his daughter.

“I’m in trouble,” he said as
he gathered extension cords
and packed equipment into
toolboxes after the cutting.

N.H. Bragg employees
snatched the car three weeks
ago from a Brewer salvage
yard. Most of the engineless
vehicle’s underpinnings had
been removed, and the front
seats and carpeting had been
stripped to make room for
Kelly Breton, a six-year
LENOX employee.

Breton practiced earlier
this week in a junkyard and
developed a strategy de-
manding deliberate cuts at
jagged angles.

“It doesn’t pay to go fast,”
she said. “Someone could
get hurt.”

When she was 3, her fa-
ther cut a boxcar length-
wise at a Super Bowl party
in Miami, Breton recalled.
The 95-minute ordeal was
her first memory in life.

“I’ve always looked up to
him,” Breton said as she
strapped blue knee pads
over her jeans, prepping
herself for the incision.
“I’m really excited about
following in his footsteps.”

•
BREWER — The new

street under construction
near Exit 5 of Interstate 395
is nearing completion and
soon will have a name.

“We have three different
names that were given - Lib-
erty Drive, Waring Drive
and Shurtleff Drive,” City
Assessor Mary Lynne Hunt-
er, a 911 committee mem-
ber, said Thursday.

Members of the city’s 911
committee, which includes
the postmaster, met on
Wednesday and have until
July 24 to cast their choice
submissions for the new,
1,600-foot road.

“It looks like Liberty
Drive is in the lead,” City
Clerk Archie Verow, who is
collecting the selections, said
Thursday. “Liberty seems to
be ringing the loudest.”

Councilor Larry Doughty
suggested in May that the
new road be named Shur-
tleff Way in honor of the
salt factory, but recently
has changed his mind and
is now supporting the Lib-
erty Drive name in recogni-

tion of all veterans.
“These are very tough

times for our troops,” his
July 6 Web blog states.

Donald Waring, who re-
cently died, was the city
manager in the 1950s and
was a former city councilor
and mayor, Verow said.

Lane Development Exca-
vation LLC of Glenburn is
constructing the $535,504
road, which ends in a cul-
de-sac, and is scheduled to
be finished in September.

A $400,000 Community
Development Block Grant
issued by the state Depart-
ment of Economic and Com-
munity Development is off-
setting a majority of the
cost, and the city is paying
the remaining $189,504.

The new road is part of a
Brewer Economic Develop-
ment Corp. project to create
a five-lot commercial subdi-
vision located at the former
Shurtleff Salt factory off
Parkway South that is ex-
pected to include a manufac-
turing facility for Nyle Corp.

25 years ago - July 14, 1991
OLD TOWN — After

years of operating an infor-
mal animal shelter here,
the city finally has what it
hopes will be a permanent
home for stray animals.

The city previously had
police officers take strays to
the makeshift shelter located
on the Airport Road off Gil-
man Falls Avenue. But since
the Animal Orphanage was
formed in February, it has
provided a more secure
home for dogs and cats with-
out a roof over their heads.
The facility now operates
with a two part-time employ-
ees, a budget and funding,
and formal supervision.

Since its formal incep-

tion, the orphanage also has
been busy rounding up
funds to keep the project
afloat, according to Dr. Ron-
ald Lott, an Orono veteri-
narian who serves as the fa-
cility’s president. While the
orphanage rents the build-
ing from the city for $1 a
year, other costs are met by
grants, fundraising events,
and donations from most of
the towns it serves, he said.

The orphanage can accom-
modate 10 dogs and about a
dozen cats, according to Lott,
who said that 60 percent of
the strays found are felines.
Some are lost pets, some are
abandoned, and some are
wild animals, he said.

While long-term plans for
the program are based on fi-
nances, Lott said it would look
to expand or move the facility
after the area-wide commit-
ment firms up.

50 years ago - July 14, 1966
Bangor’s Urban Renewal

Authority purchased three
more downtown properties
Wednesday bringing to 28 the
number of land and building
parcels owned in that redevel-
opment project, with a total
value of $1,740,725.

In another action Wednes-
day, the URA, at an after-
noon meeting, gave final au-
thorization to sell the 204
Stillwater Park Project hous-
ing lots. This means the lots
may now be sold at any time.

The Authority acquired
three downtown buildings
owned by Charles E. Milan,
for a total price of $147,500.

•
Robert C. Hawkes, Brew-

er’s Paralympic gold medal
winner, leaves for Chicago,
Illinois today where he will
receive national recogni-
tion for his efforts and “in-

spirational” personal exam-
ple in the field of mental
and physical rehabilitation.

Hawkes, who is director-
therapist at the Speech and
Hearing Center of Bangor,
sponsored by the Bangor Ju-
nior League, will be the re-
cipient of the Achievement
Award in Rehabilitation
presented by the National
Association for Physical
and Mental Rehabilitation.

It cites the Brewer man, a
paraplegic himself since
1958, for having “contribut-
ed most to his own rehabili-
tation and provided an in-
spiration to others suffer-
ing from disabilities.”

100 years ago - July 14, 1916
Owing to the crowded con-

dition of the Union square
grammar school building, a
new room will be finished in
the basement of that struc-
ture, which was completed in
1875 and dedicated while the
lateHon.FrederickM.Laugh-
ton was mayor of Bangor.

When the building was
first opened, only the first and
second floors were occupied,
but when the high school
building in Abbott square
was destroyed by fire in 1882
the third floor, called in those
days the attic, was hastily
utilized for the high school
students, four rooms being
finished there. These rooms
have been used ever since, al-
though the high school stu-
dents were removed to the
new building in Abbott
square in the term time of
1882-3. One room in the base-
ment already has been
equipped, and now another
room, which utilizes all the
space, will be constructed.
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