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Picture from the Past
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People poured into and through Bangor at Union Station on Labor Day weekend in this 1954 file photo.

Death Notices
BARKER, Earl E., 88, Old Town, Aug. 22, 2016.
Birmingham Funeral Home, Old Town.
CARPENTER, Walter F., 91, August 27, 2016, Orono.
A service of Brookings-Smith, Orono Chapel.
CAVERLY, Janice T., 78, Corinth; at Bangor, August
24, 2016. Brookings-Smith, 133 Center Street, Bangor.
CLARK, Phyllis G., 93, Bangor; at Bangor, Aug. 20,
2016. Brookings-Smith, 133 Center St., Bangor.
COCHRANE, Kenneth R. ‘Ken,’ 73, Holden, Aug. 22,
2016. Brookings-Smith, 133 Center Street, Bangor.
FECTEAU, Jason J., 37, Hermon, Aug. 20, 2016.
Brookings-Smith, Bangor.
GAETANI, Peter L., OD, 87, Old Town, Aug. 22, 2016.
Birmingham Funeral Home, Old Town.
GASS, Deborah J., August 20, 2016, Bangor.
HASKELL, Robert C. ‘Bob,’ 71, Bangor; at Bangor,
Aug. 23, 2016.
JOY, Alvin E. “Buster”, 90, August 25, 2016, Old Town.
JUNKINS, Louise G.; Winterport, at Bangor; August
25, 2016. A service of Memorial Alternatives, 205
Center St., Bangor.
RYAN, Mary E., 85, Orono, Aug. 25, 2016.
STERN, Norman, 92, Hampden; at Hampden, Aug.
20, 2016.
YOUNG, James E. “Hoofer”, 94, August 21, 2016,
Brewer. Kiley & Foley Funeral Service, 69 State St., Brewer.

10 years ago
Penobscot Theatre Com-

pany’s producing artistic
director Scott R.C. Levy
hovered above the crowd
Thursday morning as a
crane lifted him up to pull
the first panel off the Ban-
gor Opera House’s mar-
quee.

“Here’s to the begin-
ning of great future mem-
ories and remembering
the past,” he said, while
standing on the crane.

The removal of the mar-
quee, installed in the
1960s, is the first step in a
$350,000 renovation plan
for the building’s facade.

Levy said that the long-
term plan is to restore the
entire building to its orig-
inal look and capacity.
There is no set timeline,
however, for the complete
restoration.

The Bangor Opera
House was built in 1920. It
has been a strong pres-
ence in the Bangor-area
arts community ever
since, housing theatrical
productions and a motion
picture cinema and host-
ing the Bangor Symphony
Orchestra numerous
times over the years.

The opera house is one
of the last remaining ex-
amples of Egyptian reviv-
al art deco architecture in
the area. The Penobscot
Theatre Company hopes
to restore the facade of the
building to its original
look, including recon-
structing the original
marquee.

State and city officials,
as well as prominent pa-
trons of the arts and local
community members,
made up the small crowd
on hand to commemorate
the renovations.

Levy said after the
event that theater compa-
ny personnel hope to find
parts of the original 1920s
marquee underneath the
one removed Thursday.
Finding the marquee
would facilitate a more ac-
curate reconstruction of
the original facade, he
said.

Penobscot Theatre Com-
pany secretary Durell
Buzzini said she has been
taking part in efforts to
save the opera house since
the early 1990s. The Ban-
gor Opera House is the
last standing structure
out of seven local theaters
that once served Bangor.

“We can’t let this one
go,” Buzzini said.

Representatives were
present to read statements
by U.S. Sens. Olympia
Snowe and Susan Collins.
Both senators congratu-
lated the Penobscot The-
atre Company on the suc-
cessful start to the recon-
struction efforts.

“I look forward to continu-
ing to be a partner in the
restoration of the Bangor
Opera House,” Snowe, who
visited the facility recently,
said in her statement.

City Councilor Gerry
Palmer spoke during the
marquee removal.

“It’s like the opening of a
gift and seeing what is in-
side,” he said of the recon-
struction. “This is really a
great day indeed for his-
toric downtown Bangor.”

•

The Town Council on
Thursday night unani-
mously decided to continue
developing plans for a fire
substation in West Glen-
burn.

A rough estimate of the
building cost done by Plym-
outh Engineering Inc. to-
tals $382,000 and involves
building a new station
across the street from the
present fire station, which
is located at the corner of
Phillips Road and Ohio
Street.

Glenburn Fire Chief
Kevin Chase was present at
the meeting and urged
councilors to move the pro-
cess along so that the new
substation could be built
before cold weather ar-
rives.

“This substation would
really be a good thing,”
Chase said to the council.
“We need a station on both
sides.”

The Phillips Road sta-
tion is not heated, and
Councilor R. Blake Fryer
pointed out that keeping
the firetruck at this station
slows volunteer firefight-
ers’ response time to a fire
because they have to wait
for the truck to warm up,
especially during winter
months.

YESTERDAY

Council Chairman Ron
Tewhey agreed, and rec-
ommended a meeting be-
tween Plymouth Engineer-
ing, Chase, and Michael
Crooker, Glenburn’s new
town manager.

“They need to discuss
the needs of the building,
consult with the engineer
to see what changes can be
made, and report back to
the council at the next
meeting,” Tewhey said.
“We are not voting to start
construction yet, but to
further investigate this
issue.”

Council members dis-
cussed cutting some of the
building plans, such as
bunks where firefighters
could sleep during shifts,
in order to decrease the
cost of construction.

In other business, the
council set several goals
for the 2006-2007 fiscal
year, which include dis-
cussing plans for a new
municipal building, town
recreational needs, and
the replacement of fire-
trucks and other equip-
ment.

Several members voiced
their opinions that the
council should form a com-
mittee to plan the con-
struction of an industrial
park to generate addition-
al economic development
in the area.

“This is not of high pri-
ority, but we do need to
keep on top of it,” Council-
or Mark Lagasse said.

25 years ago

Although most people
are unaware of it, Bangor
residents have had a na-
tional champion in their
midst since the end of
June.

Bangor resident Kara
Greer, who will be a se-
nior at St. Mark’s School
in Southboro, Mass., was
a member of the crew that
won the gold medal in the
Junior Women’s Eight in
the U.S. Rowing Champi-
onships held at Eagle
Creek Park in Indianapo-
lis.

Greer, who was invited
to participate in the na-
tional championship by
the Boston Rowing Cen-
ter’s Junior Team, was
also a member of the crew
of fours that made the
semifinals.

And while she can’t ex-
actly remember the win-
ning time, Greer did re-
port her crew won the
gold medal by a boat-and-
a-half length, which was
of particular satisfaction
since her composite team
from the Northeast beat
the team from Andover
(Mass.) preparatory
school which won the New
England championships.

In the New Englands,
St. Mark’s finished third -
1.9 seconds out of second
place.

Coached by Beth Gaud-
et of Windsor School in
Boston, and last year’s Mt.
Holyoke coach, Gretchen
Schmetzer, Greer said the
training for the nationals

was very intense.
“We trained for two

weeks out of the Radcliffe
Boathouse in Boston pre-
paring for the tryouts and
semifinals,” she said. “We
had warmups in the morn-
ing followed by 2 1/2 hours
of practice and then some
time off. In the afternoon
we had to run two miles
and practice again.”

The U.S. Rowing Cham-
pionship is the biggest re-
gatta in the country and
includes crews of eights
and fours for men and
women, juniors and se-
niors, as well as single
and international compet-
itors.

Greer entered St.
Mark’s as a sophomore.
That spring, she was in-
vited to go on the crew’s
training trip to Florida as
a novice. Following the
trip she made the first
(varsity) boat. For the
1992 season, Greer will be
captain of the crew.

Her teams have finished
third at the Founders Cup
Regatta as well as the New
Englands, which is one
reason why winning a
first-ever national cham-
pionship of special signifi-
cance.

“We knew our compos-
ite of eight would be
strong and very success-
ful,” she said, “and we
were confident; but we
were up against Andover
and they were competing
as a team.” Most crews
which do win the New
Englands, she said, com-
pete as a unit at the na-
tionals.

But crew is not Greer’s
only avocation at St.
Mark’s. This fall she will
captain the soccer team.
Greer plays defense and is
a stopper. In the winter
months, she suits up as a
forward for the varsity
basketball team.

Undecided on a college
at the moment, Greer will
be looking at schools with
rowing programs. “Crew
will definitely be part of
my decision,” she said.

All of Husson’s Nurse
Practitioner graduates
pass board exams

Husson University’s Col-
lege of Health and Education
announced that every single
graduatestudent in theMaster
of Science in Nursing/Family
and Community Nurse Practi-
tioner program (MSN-FCNP)
passed their national board
exams on their first try.

“We are very proud of our
FCNP graduates, and all of the
College of Health and Educa-
tion faculty and staff who
helped make this possible,”
said Assistant Professor Dr.
Mary E. Jude, coordinator of
graduate nursing programs.
“Earning a national board
pass rate of 100 percent clearly
demonstrates that the gradu-
ate nursing program at Hus-

son University does an out-
standing job of preparing
students for career success.”

While every graduate of
the Husson MSN-FCNP pro-
gram was able to pass the
rigorous national board
exams, other individuals
were not as fortunate. Na-
tionally, only 86 percent of
those who sit for the national
exam pass it on the first try.
In other words, one of every
seven people fails this exam
on their first attempt.

Having passed their
exams, all of the Husson
MSN-FCNP graduates are
ready to become practicing
family nurse practitioners.
Each member of this year’s
class had significant prior
experience as registered
nurses. This is one the distin-
guishing characteristics of
the program at Husson.

Other programs allow stu-
dents to work toward an
MSN without having earned
a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing (BSN). Those stu-
dents can be behind the
curve upon graduation. The
growth in the number of as-
piring nurse practitioners
who immediately pursue a
master’s degree without first
earning a bachelor’s degree
may help explain why pass
rates for these exams have
declined nationally.

Author Christina Baker
Kline receives key to
the City

Author Christina Baker
Kline, a Bangor High School
graduate, was presented
with a key to the City of
Bangor at the City Council
meeting on Aug. 22.

“Baker Kline’s books
have achieved remarkable
critical and popular ac-
claim,” says Bangor City
Council Chair Sean Fair-
cloth. “Bangor has long
been an inspiration to best-
selling writers. Strong
writing requires strong
thinking and Bangor resi-
dents, especially the young
people in our City, can be
inspired by the example of
Christina Baker Kline.”

Christina Baker Kline’s
2013 hit novel, “Orphan
Train,” which is set in a fic-
tional Maine town, spent
more than two years on the
New York Times bestseller
list, including five weeks at
#1. Published in more than
40 countries with more than
3 million copies sold world-
wide, it is currently being
developed into a movie.
Christina Baker Kline’s
other novels include “The
Way Life Should Be,” “Sweet
Water,” “The Bird in Hand,”
and “Desire Lines.” “Desire
Lines” is set in Bangor.

In addition to her novels,
Kline is the co-editor of a col-
lection of personal essays and
articles that have been pub-
lished in The New York
Times, the San Francisco
Chronicle, Money and Psy-
chology Today, among others.

Baker Kline moved to
Maine when she was six
year old and spent her early
years in Bangor, graduat-
ing from Bangor High
School in 1982. Christina’s
mother, Tina Baker, repre-
sented Bangor in the Maine
legislature from 1997 to
2002. Both of Kline’s parents
taught at the University of
Maine. A graduate of Yale,
Cambridge and the Univer-
sity of Virginia, Kline di-
vides her time between
Montclair, New Jersey and
Mount Desert Island.
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