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Picture from the Past
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Mr. and Mrs. Ted Williams arrived in Bangor yesterday following their marriage
at Boston Tuesday. They dined at a local motel and plan to stay in Maine for two
weeks and then tour Canada. Mrs. Williams is the former Lee Howard of Chicago.

YESTERDAY …
10 years ago — Oct. 8, 2005

(As reported in the Ban-
gor Daily News)

He has been on the water
most of his 81 years, and he
and his kayak can paddle
circles around most people.

Part of the reason is that
he’s a boat designer, mostly
of kayaks, and has worked
for years to master which
hull works best in various
types of water.

The other reason comes
from his years racing, some-
thing he has done more than
half of his life, and his physi-
cal conditioning.

Earl Baldwin Jr., owner of
Baldwin Boat Co. in Or-
rington, is known by all of
Maine’s paddling communi-
ty as “the dean of kayaking.”

Baldwin was building
“tame fishing kayaks”
when he was talked into
racing the first Kenduskeag
Stream Canoe Race in 1967.

“When I started building,
I had no idea about racing
boats - I thought it was kind
of foolish,” he said recently.
“In ‘67 someone talked me
into it [entering the Kend-
uskeag race]. I did pretty
well for someone who didn’t
know what [he] was doing.”

After his first race, Bald-
win was addicted. He de-
signed the Short Downriver,
a light 13-foot, 2-inch fiber-
glass kayak, for the next race.

“I never designed any-
thing better,” he said. “I de-
signed that boat as a tour-
ing boat that could do white
water. It was the fastest
boat of the time.”

He paddled in his 36th
Kenduskeag Stream Race
last spring and plans to
tackle the 161/2-mile race
again next spring.

He’s on the water year
round, in a wetsuit during
colder months, and tries to
hit area lakes, streams or
the Penobscot River at
least three times a week to
stay conditioned. The octo-
genarian, wearing jeans
and a T-shirt, could pass
for a younger man because
he’s in such great shape.
He said the reason he took
up racing in the first place
was that he was getting a
little chubby.

“It’s been good for me,”
Baldwin said. “At a desk I
was paunchy, and I didn’t
get as much exercise as I
should have. Since I’ve
been doing this, I’ve been in
good shape.”

The first job Baldwin had
was as an airplane mechan-
ic for the Army Air Corps,
now known as the U.S. Air
Force. After three years in
the Pacific theater during
World War II, he was dis-
charged and took a job as an
accountant, then was busi-
ness manager for the Ban-
gor School Department be-
fore deciding to use his me-
chanic skills to build boats.

AfterstartingBaldwinBoat

Co., “there were some lean
years because people didn’t
know what a kayak was.”

That all changed when a
well-known local canoe com-
pany decided to offer kayaks.

“In 1970, Old Town Canoe
decided they would build
kayaks and, at first, I
thought they would wipe me
out good, but they didn’t,”
Baldwin said. “They actual-
ly helped me a lot because
they got a lot of people inter-
ested in kayaking.”

•
The painter captured the

impish grin, the twinkle in
his blue eyes and, of course,
the signature bow tie worn
by Paul L. Rudman for the
13 years he sat on the Maine
Supreme Judicial Court.

The portrait, which will
hang in the third-floor court-
room of the Penobscot Coun-
ty Courthouse, was unveiled
Friday by Rudman’s family
and given to the court in a
centuries-old tradition.

The painting will hang
behind the judge’s bench
next to the portrait of Rud-
man’s late father, Abraham
M. Rudman, who served on
the state’s highest court
from 1965 to 1970.

The Rudmans are the
only father and son to have
served on the court in the
state’s history.

“Wow!” Rudman, 70, of
Veazie said at the gathering
attended by more than 100
other judges and lawyers
from around the state. “I’m
overwhelmed by the re-
marks today.”

Rudman was 56 and a
founding partner of the
Bangor law firm Rudman
and Winchell when he was
appointed to the bench to
replace Chief Justice Vin-
cent L. McKusick, who re-
tired in February 1992. Ear-
lier this year, Rudman an-
nounced that he would
leave court to return to pri-
vate practice on July 1.

Another Bangor lawyer,
Warren M. Silver, 57, was
appointed by Gov. John
Baldacci to replace Rud-
man. Silver last month
heard arguments in Port-
land for the first time. He,
along with five of the seven
other Maine Supreme Judi-
cial Court justices, attended
the ceremony Friday.

The portrait, unveiled by
his 9-year-old twin grand-
sons, Nicholas and Nathan
Rudman of Arlington, Va.,
shows Rudman standing
and clad in his black judi-
cial robe, the same one his
father wore. Behind his left
shoulder is the deep blue of
the Maine state flag. On a
small table to his right rests
a red bound copy of the Re-
vised Statutes of Maine and
a picture of Inez Rudman,
his wife of 44 years.

Ronald Frontin, 42, paint-
ed the portrait over the past
six months. The South
Thomaston artist also

painted the portrait of for-
mer Gov. John McKernan
that hangs in the State
House and a portrait of for-
mer U.S. Sen. Margaret
Chase Smith that will be
unveiled on Oct. 18 at the
Capitol in Washington, D.C.

25 years ago — Oct. 8, 1990
In the spotlight: Harold

Wasson
When Harold Wasson pur-

chased a 300-acre farm on
Route 2 in Hermon in the late
1940s, he did it on speculation.

The New Brunswick na-
tive had moved to Bangor
as a young man and had es-
tablished a business as a
builder. He knew that hous-
ing would have to be built
to accommodate personnel
at Dow Air Force Base. And
Route 2 in Hermon, he
thought, would be a great
location for that housing.

But the federal govern-
ment decided to build in Ban-
gor and Wasson was left hold-
ing the former dairy farm.

Wasson didn’t let the
land stay idle for long. In
1952 he started a camping
area that soon became a
resting spot for thousands
of tourists.

When the Big Hammond
Street Camping Area opened,
its clientele consisted of peo-
ple “who couldn’t afford $5 to
stay in a hotel,” Wasson said.
They would pitch a tent in
Wasson’s field and use it as a
base during their stay in the
Bangor area.

New technologies soon
started to change camping.
Tents gave way to tent
campers, followed by truck
campers, trailers, mo-
torhomes, and fifth wheels.

The latest innovation is a
motorcycle camper, which
carries a double, fold-out
bed in a little trailer behind
a motorcycle.

As the new products took
over from tents, the clien-
tele at the Hermon camping
area changed. “They’re
more affluent now,” Was-
son said. “It’s nothing to see
$100,000 motorhomes.”

One night last year, the
Big Hammond Street Camp-
ing Area was home to three
$250,000 motor homes. The
owners of these units, travel-
ing as a group, had access to
some amazing technologies,
Wasson said. A recorded
voice warned them if their
water was low and whether
they needed oil or gas.

“I guess it would even tell
you when to go to bed,”
Wasson said.

In one of the units there
was a mirror in the bed-
room ceiling with stars
etched in the finish. The
lighting was such that the
owner could go to bed under
artificial starlight.

“Some of these people
(campers) are millionaires,”
Wasson said. “They certain-
ly could afford a motel.”

About 50 percent of Was-
son’s campers are Canadi-
an. Route 2, even after the
construction of Interstate
95, remains on the main
route between Ontario and
New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia, Wasson said. While
in Hermon, the campers
visit local malls, play golf,
bowl and make side trips to
other local attractions.

The campers also enjoy
swimming in the pool Was-
son installed 20 years ago.

“The pool is very popular,
but very expensive to run,”
Wasson said. The pool is
open for use from June 15
until Sept. 1. The liability
insurance for using the
pool those weeks is $4,000.

50 years ago — Oct. 8, 1965
A $31,934 contract for re-

modeling of the two-story
north wing of the Bangor
City Hospital was autho-
rized Thursday by the City
COuncil’s Finance Commit-
tee with J. J. Dunn, Inc.

Dunn was low of five bid-
ders. Others were:
Downeast Associates,
$33,846; Frederick Russell,
$35,067; Perry and MOrrill,
$35,230; and Donald A.
Smith, $41,616.

The remodeling will pro-
vide space for a new wait-
ing room, business offices
which will be moved from
another section allowing
three more bed spaces
there, a treatment room, ex-
amining and isolation
rooms. The space was for-
merly used by The Red
Cross and for storage.

The City Council autho-
rized the work in the 1965
capital improvement bud-
get last March. It was esti-
mated at $35,000.

100 years ago — Oct. 8, 1915
William H. Taft, ex-Presi-

dent of the United States has
been secured to give a course
of three lectures on the Pow-
ers and Duties of the Chief
Executive before the College
of Law of the University of
Maine, February 2nd, 3rd,
and 4th, it was announced by
President Robert J. Aley of
the University of Maine

Thursday morning.
The course of lectures

are the same that has at-
tracted such wide attention
when given at other colleg-
es of law including Yale,
Cincinnati College of Law,
of which Mr. Taft is a grad-
uate, Harvard, University
of California and elsewhere.

Pres. Aley heard two of
the lectures in Cincinnati
last spring and at once
opened negotiations with
Mr. Taft to give the course
here. It was the original in-
tention to secure Mr. Taft the
last of the present month,
when it was planned to have
him give an address before
the Maine State Teachers As-
sociation. All of Mr. Taft’s
dates were full for this time,
however, so a later date had
to be arranged.

The University of Maine
is fortunate in securing Mr.
Taft to give this series of
lectures before its College
of Law. In addition to being
an ex-president and one of
the most distinguished pub-
lic citizens Mr. Taft is one
of the world’s greatest rec-
ognized authorities on legal
questions, and to have him
for such a series of lectures
is, no doubt, an inestimable
benefit to the young men in
the law courses.

Mr. Taft will also give a
talk at chapel at the Univer-
sity of Maine.

Dr. Aley as president of
the Twentieth Century Club
has invited the former presi-
dent to be a guest of honor
and to give an address at the
February meeting.

•
Millions of fans all over the

country will watch the prog-
ress of the World’s Series
games on electric scoreboards
and other devices. There’s
many kinds of boards now in
use but none more easily to
understand and more fasci-
nating in action than the type
in use at the Bijou Theatre,
which has pleased the fans in
the past two seasons and will
be on the job this year. In fact
it is all ready for the game this
afternoon —weather permit-
ting.

The same staff of experts
who “played” the games in
1913 and 1914 will again en-
deavor to show what’s doing
as accurately as possible.
One of the Western Union’s
most capable operators and
expert in handling sporting
dope, Ernest Fraser, will be
at the Bijou end of a special
wire direct from the field in
Philadelphia, Manager Ste-
phen Bogrett will have per-
sonal charge and with J. O.
Whittemore will manipulate
the switches which flash the
lights on the miniature dia-
mond which show every ball
pitched and the progress of
the game.

Compiled by Aimee
Thibodeau and Emily
Burnham

BANGOR:
• Bangor Farmers’

Market, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sundays, early May
through early November,
Abbott Square parking lot,
corner of Franklin and
Harlow Streets. Accepts
SNAP.

• Ohio Street Farmers’
Market, 2-6 p.m.
Wednesdays through
November, Bangor Grange
parking lot, 1192 Ohio St.
Accepts SNAP.

• European Farmers’
Market, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Saturdays, 117 Buck St. by
Sunnyside Greenhouse,
year-round.

BREWER:
• Brewer Farmers’

Market, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays, Brewer
Auditorium parking lot,
Wilson Street. May through
November.
BUCKSPORT:

• Bucksport Bay Farmers’
Market, 2-6 p.m. Thursdays,
post office parking lot, May-
October.
CASTINE:

• Castine Farmers’
Market, 9 a.m.-11:30 p.m.
Thursdays, Town Common,
School Street.
HAMPDEN:

• Hampden Farmers’
Market, 3-6 p.m. Fridays,
Public Safety Building

parking lot, May-October.
HERMON:

• Hermon Farmers’
Market, Thursdays 2-6 p.m.
Hermon Hardware parking
lot, through October.
ORONO:

• Orono Farmers’ Market,
8 a.m.-noon Saturdays,
Steam Plant parking lot,
May-November, University
of Maine campus; also every
Tuesday from 2-5:30, from
the fourth Tuesday in June
until Halloween, Steam
Plant parking lot.
WINTERPORT:

• Winterport Farmers’
Market, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. first
and third Saturdays of the
month, downtown parking
lot, Main St.

farmers markets
BANGOR:

• Dirigo Bridge Club with
Steve Dyer, 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day, and 12:30 p.m. Mondays
and Thursdays, Bangor
Motor Inn. Steve Dyer, 884-
7413, or Jean Martin, 989-
3873.

• Paul Bunyan Chapter of
BNI, 7-8:30 a.m. Tuesdays,
Season’s Restaurant.

• Bangor Toastmasters,
public speaking and leader-
ship skills, 7 p.m. first and
third Wednesdays, Beal Col-
lege, 99 Farm Road. 944-0838
or bangortoastmasters@
gmail.com.

• Rendez-Vous, French
conversation group, 5:30-

6:30 p.m. first and third
Wednesdays, cafe, Books-A-
Million, 116 Bangor Mall
Blvd.

• Bangor Grange, first
and third Tuesdays, 1192
Ohio St. Pot-luck supper, 6
p.m., meeting, 7 p.m. Appli-
cations for membership ac-
cepted. 973-3976.

• German Stammtisch
language group, 5:30 p.m.
second and fourth Wednes-
days, Books-A-Million, 116
Bangor Mall Blvd. 866-4992.

• Spanish Conversation
Table, 7 p.m. Fridays,
Books-A-Million, 116 Ban-
gor Mall Blvd.
BREWER:

• Eastern Maine Diecast
Association, second Mon-

days, IGA coffee shop,
North Brewer Shopping
Center. 745-1345, 942-3801.
GLENBURN:

• Glenburn Lakeside Rid-
ers Club, 7-8 p.m. first and
third Wednesdays, Glen-
burn Community Center,
corner Phillips Road and
Ohio Street. 942-2649.
HAMPDEN:

• Knitting group, 6:30-8
p.m. Wednesdays, Edythe
Dyer Library, 269 Main
Road North. Bring a project.
HERMON:

• Arnold R. Kelly Ameri-
can Legion Post 200, 7 p.m.
last Thursdays, Hermon
Volunteer Rescue Squad
building, Billings Road. 848-
5597.

clubs and groups


