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Picture from the Past
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In 1961, three generations gathered around the Christmas tree at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Pierce of 20 Kineo st. in Bangor. Grandchildren (seated)
were David Wilbur, 11; Diane Luttrell, 6, Linda Luttrell, 4; and Donald Wilbur, 12.
Seated at left are Mr. and Mrs. Pierce and Mrs. Lois Spellman, a daughter,
holding her daughter, Cheryl, 8 months. Standing (from left) are Daniel G.
Spellman, Mrs. Nancy L. Luttrell, another daughter of the Pierces, and Paul M.
Wilbur. Seated (right) are Phillip C. Luttrell and Mrs. Phyllis Wilbur, a daughter of
the Pierces.

YESTERDAY …

10 years ago — Dec. 24, 2005

(As reported in the Ban-
gor Daily News)

ORRINGTON — After
searching for months for a
new town manager, the town
hired Carl Young of Eastport
during a special meeting.

Young is retired from
the U.s. Coast Guard and
has worked the past five
years as Eastport’s asses-
sor, code enforcement offi-
cer and building and
plumbing inspector.

Young, who has placed
his home in Eastport on the
market and plans to move
to the area, starts in Or-
rington on Jan. 16.

Interim Town Manager
Paul White, who resigned
as a selectman to be consid-
ered for the town manager’s
job, said it has been a plea-
sure working as the tempo-
rary town manager.

•
BANGOR — Grace

Evangelical Center for Un-
dergraduate Studies and
Seminary announced that
it has received an anony-
mous donation of invest-
ments valued at approxi-
mately $450,000. It is the
largest donation by far
that the 5-year-old semi-
nary has ever received,
President W. Lyman
“Terry” Phillips said.

The money will be added
to the Phillips Family
Foundation, which was
started in August with a
grant of $20,000.

The income from the
grant is expected to generate
approximately $20,000 annu-
ally to be used for scholar-
ships and administration,
according to Phillips.

The school, which
shares space with Bangor
Baptist Church on Broad-
way, is seeking a charter
from the state that will
allow it to grant bachelor’s
and master’s degrees.

25 years ago — Dec. 24, 1990

HAMPDEN — Students
being struck by cars while
crossing Main Street here
has prompted a town coun-
cilor to propose building a
tunnel under or a bridge
over the road. That section
of Main Street, which sepa-
rates Hampden Academy
and the Weatherbee and

McGraw schools has trou-
bled parents and town offi-
cials for years. although not
seriously injured, two stu-
dents were struck by cars
this year, not to mention
close calls, said Councilor
Donald Muth.

The tunnel or bridge
should be built where the
existing crosswalk is, Muth
said. He prefers a tunnel
because it would intrude
less on the community and
would be less expensive.

•
WINTERPORT — A Win-

terport boy took on a proj-
ect last month and raised
enough money to buy three
teddy bears which he dis-
tributed to the Hampden
Police Department and the
Winterport Volunteer Am-
bulance Service.

Travis Higgins, 11, son of
Tammy and Philip Higgins,
read an article about area
police departments provid-
ing teddy bears to children
who were involved in acci-
dents, hurt or involved with
police in an upsetting way.

Travis decided that he
wanted to contribute to the
cause and asked his mother
if she thought it would be a
good idea to try to raise
money to buy the bears. His
mother said she thought it
would be fine, but told Tra-
vis he would have to call the
area agencies to see if it
would be OK.

Travis called Hampden
Police Chief Joe Rogers and
Stanley Bowden of the Win-
terport Ambulance Service
and got the go-ahead.

Travis placed a can in his
father’s store, Phil’s Market
in Winterport, and asked
for donations to the cause.
Within three weeks, Travis
had enough money to buy
three bears.

50 years ago — Dec. 24, 1965

BANGOR — “We cer-
tainly didn’t have any of
this around when I was
growing up,” Mrs. Mary
Brown of Bangor remarked
with a gesture that indicat-
ed the lovely Christmas
decorations in the living
room of her 164 Silver Road
home. Mrs. Brown had to
go back a long way to re-
member because she will
be 90 on Dec. 25.

Popcorn and cranberries
had a different meaning to
children during the 1880s
— how many strings of

fluffy white corn and bright
red berries do you see on
trees today?

“We saved everything
throughout the year,”
Mrs. Brown recalled, “in-
cluding colored paper and
the foil from yeast cakes.
One thing we didn’t have
— my father never ap-
proved of lighted candles
on the tree.

Mrs. Brown said family
activities with her son-in-
law and daughter, Mr. and
Mrs. Alton French, and tele-
vision, balanced by quiet
periods of relaxation in her
room, give life all the plea-
sure and zest she desires.

She is extremely proud of
her father, Jonathan Per-
kins, a Castine native, who
ended his formal education
at 13 and was translating
Greek history at the time of
his death at 67. She de-

scribes the Perkins family
as self-sufficient and thrifty
people and is proud of the
imprint on Castine by the
Perkins family from the
town’s founding.

•
BANGOR — A Bangor

native who now flits across
ice rinks for the national
Ice Follies show was home
for the holidays.

David Coleman, 26, and a
John Bapst High School
graduate, has been skating
professionally for two
years and declares it is his
kind of work.

Coleman joined the Ice
Follies this year and skates
in the chorus numbers.
Last year he traveled with
one of the two Ice Capades
regional shows.

The enthusiastic Cole-
man was here visiting his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Phil-

ip Coleman of 868 State St.
He did some twists, turns
and glides in one of the
recreation department’s
outdoor rinks on Broad-
way to keep the kinks out
of his style.

100 years ago — Dec.
24, 1915

BANGOR — The Christ-
mas trees which recently
were shipped through
Bangor and from other
parts of Maine are now at-
tracting much attention in
the big cities and inspiring
articles in the newspapers.
In Philadelphia particular
mention is made of the
fine trees from Maine, one
paper stating that only 127
carloads have arrived,
which is approximately
125,000 trees short of last
year’s supply.

Dealers who opened this
week did a good business,
though prices for trees
ranged from $2.50 to $15 for
the large cone-shaped,
spready, balsam pines,
which are so popular in
eastern home because they
retain their green appear-
ance and do not shed their
needles for several weeks.

Spruce pines, of which
there is a scant supply in
that city, are slightly
cheaper. Small table trees
can be bought from 75
cents to $1.50.

Most of the trees for the
Philadelphia market are
from Maine and Vermont.
On account of the war
[World War I], shipments
from Canada have been
few. Only seven carloads of
the bushy Canadian pines
came to that city.

The scarcity of Christ-
mas trees is attributed to
the war and high duty,
which made the ship-
ments from Canada virtu-
ally a negligible quantity,
and to the inroads of the
gypsy moth.

•
VEAZIE — An over-

turned automobile truck at
the culvert in Veazie, just
north of the village, attract-
ed much attention. The
story connected with the ac-
cident is one of those rare
ones in which the driver
escaped death by a hairs-
breadth. Just how he man-
aged to escape without at
least serious injuries is
something which he him-
self cannot relate.

A new truck owned by
C.T. Page of Orono was pro-
ceeding toward Bangor at a
fair rate of speed when
something happened the
driver could not explain
caused the vehicle swerve
toward the ditch.

The machine landed up-
side down in a very much
damaged condition. The life
of the driver was perhaps
saved by the supports to the
top, which held, and al-
lowed him to crawl out
practically uninjured, but
naturally dazed and shaken
by shock.

The automobile was left
by the roadside at last ac-
counts. Extensive repairs
will be necessary before it
will haul many more tons
of merchandise.

Compiled by Ardeana
Hamlin

Support group listings
run as space permits.
Items are due at least
seven to 10 days before the
Thursday of publication.
Email: weekly@bangordai-
lynews.com. Mail: The
Weekly, P.O. Box 1329,
Bangor ME 04402.

BANGOR:
• Al-Anon meetings for

relatives and friends affect-
ed by the excessive drink-
ing of someone else, Ban-
gor area and throughout
Maine. Meeting times and
locations, maineafg.org or
800-498-1944.

• Bangor Area Narcotics
Anonymous meeting for
families and loved ones of
addicts. 6-7 p.m. Thurs-
days, St. Francis Center
(old firehouse) across
from St. Joseph emergen-
cy entrance, 368 Center St.
Janice, 299-8802.

• Bangor Area Parkin-
son’s Group, 1-3 p.m. third
Sundays, Acadia Hospital.
Room reserved. Open to pa-
tients and caregivers.

• Bereavement support
for parents who have lost a
child. 6-7:30 p.m. third
Wednesdays, Brookings
Smith Family Center, 163
Center St. Judy, 889-9025.

• Celiac Sprue Support
Group, 7 p.m. third Tues-
days except in December,
St. Francis Center. 294
Center St.

• Children and Adults
with Attention Deficit Dis-
order, or CHADD, 6-7 p.m.
third Tuesday, office of
Barry Rubin, Bangor Fami-
ly Counseling, Suite 335, 96
Harlow St. Free. 990-1555.

• Eastern Maine Crohn’s
and Colitis Support Group
for IBD patients, caregiv-
ers and family members,
6-7:30 p.m. second Thurs-
days, Dr. Frank Chapman
Conference Room, 2nd
floor, St. Joseph Hospital.
974-9724.

• Eastern Maine Medi-
cal Center Bereavement
Support Group, 7-8:30 p.m.
second and fourth Thurs-
days of each month, Cas-
cade Room, Riverside Inn,
495 State St. Sandra
Levesque, 973-6604.

• Food Addicts in Recov-
ery Anonymous, 6:30 p.m.
Mondays, First United
Methodist Church, 703

Essex St. Free. Twelve Step
recovery program for those
suffering from food obses-
sion, overeating, under-eat-
ing and bulimia. 781-321-
9118 or 942-1738.

• National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI) Sup-
port Groups for anyone af-
fected by mental illness,
Acadia Hospital. Informa-
tion and meeting schedule,
Jean-Ann, 949-5658, or
Betsy, btsygrs@yahoo.com.

• Maine Kids-Kin Great-
er Bangor Support Group
for grandparents, aunts,
uncles, siblings and other
family members who are
raising a relative’s child,
6 p.m. first and third
Tuesdays, Families and
Children Together, 304
Hancock St. 941-2347 or
866-298-0896.

• Nicotine anonymous,
6:30-7:30 p.m. Wednes-
days, conference room,
Maine Veterans Home.
Provides help for those
who have quit smoking
and want to stay that way.
Larry, 843-7563.

• Ostomy Support Group
ostomy patients, their
families and caregivers,
3-5 p.m. second Tuesdays,
Felician Conference
Room, second floor, St. Jo-
seph Hospital. Free. Rose
Cyr, 907-1550 or rosanne.
cyr@sjhhealth.com.

• Overeaters Anony-
mous for those with eating
disorders, 10 a.m. Satur-
days, 5 p.m. Sundays,
Strauss meeting room St.
Joseph Hospital, Center
Street; and 10 a.m. Mon-
days and noon Thursdays,
Redeemer Lutheran
Church, 540 Essex St. Bar-
bara, 990-2025.

• Safe Place, for those
who have lost someone to
suicide, 6:30-8 p.m. first
Wednesdays, St. Joseph’s
Healthcare Park, 900
Broadway. Peer led group
with no fee. Associated
with American Founda-
tion for Suicide Preven-
tion. afsp.org.

• Spruce Run-Woman-
care Alliance support
groups for women affected
by partner abuse. Day and
evening groups; child care
activities. Spruce Run-
Womancare Alliance, 800-
863-9909.

• St. Joseph Diabetes
and Nutrition Center Dia-
betes Support Group, Wil-

lette Conference Center,
Building 1, St. Joseph
Healthcare Park, 900
Broadway. Meetings facili-
tated by certified diabetes
educator. Group members
share tips on diabetes
management. Open to all.
Free. 907-1187.

• Bangor TOPS 0311,
(Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly), 9-10:15 a.m. Fridays,
Nason Manor community
room, 140 Hancock St.
Matthew, 605-0167

BREWER:
• Bangor Area Recov-

ery Network recovery ed-
ucation and support, 6-7
p.m. Wednesdays, BARN
Community Recovery
Center, 142 Center St.
Free. 561-9444 or bangor-
recovery@gmail.com.

• Central Maine Brain
Injury and Stroke Sup-
port Group, 4-5 p.m. third
Mondays, conference
room, Brewer Center for
Health and Rehabilita-
tion. Open to survivors
and caregivers. Patty,
989-7300, ext. 134.

BUCKSPORT:
• Cancer Support Cen-

ter of Maine support
group for cancer patients,
12:30 p.m. first Wednes-
days, Bucksport Regional
Health Center, 110 Broad-
way. Bring bag lunch or
snack. 469-6383.

HOLDEN:
• Vestibular Support

Group for those experi-
encing dizziness, imbal-
ance, vertigo or ringing
in the ears, at Brewer
Physical Therapy and
Spine Clinic, 51 Main
Road. 989-4122.

ORRINGTON:
• Al-Anon, 6-7 p.m. Fri-

days, East Orrington Con-
gregational Church, 38
Johnson Mill Road. 284-
1844 or questions@mai-
neafg.org.

support groups

Make a Date
Art, children, clubs,

fairs, fundraisers, meals,
museums, music, etc.
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