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Downtown Bangor shop to feature rare items
from famous writers, including Stephen King
BY NICK MCCREA
BDN STAFF

BANGOR — Downtown
Bangor’s newest addition
will be part museum, part
private office and part store
dealing in rare books and
memorabilia from famous
authors — including a vast
selection from Bangor’s
most famous resident.

Gerald Winters, 44, is
preparing to open Gerald
Winters & Son on Main
Street in the storefront that
was formerly home to Bot-
tles & Cans in downtown
Bangor’s Standard Shoe
Building. He hopes to open
as soon as possible next
month.

“I’ve been selling pri-
vately for probably 18
years, but never publicly,
never like this,” Winters
said during a recent inter-
view inside his shop.

Winters -- a former com-
puter programmer who has
worked for Procter and
Gamble, the stock ex-
change, and the U.S. gov-
ernment -- bought his first
rare book at a Sotheby's
auction in New York City in
1998. He was hooked. Now,
buying and selling rare
books, manuscripts and let-
ters is his career.

He was raised in Austra-
lia, went to school in New
York City, and has lived in
Japan, Ireland and Thai-
land, among other places.
In each place he’s lived, he’s

acquired books. His collec-
tion, which he estimates ex-
ceed 5,000 books and other
materials, has been in stor-
age in locations across the
globe, and he’s working to
get the collection to Bangor.

Winters will be display-
ing rare books, letters,
proofs and manuscripts
from a range of authors —
King, J.R.R. Tolkien,
George R.R. Martin, J.D. Sa-
linger, James Joyce and
others. He’ll also have af-
fordable items, such as used
paperbacks, movies and
other memorabilia for sale.
He’s also planning to start a
weekend Tolkien reading
group to get children inter-
ested in the “Lord of the
Rings” author’s work. He
ran a similar program for
underprivileged children
while he was a graduate
student in New York City,
he said.

“At least if they’re here,
people can come in and see
them,” Winters said.

The storefront also will
serve as a base of opera-
tions and out-of-home office
for his selling and buying of
items, Winters said.

Winters, his wife, and
their 2-year-old son recent-
ly left Bangkok, where his
wife’s family runs a busi-
ness that sells pharmaceu-
ticals and seafood, and set
down roots in Bangor.
Winters said the family de-
cided to move back to the
states because they didn’t

want to raise their son in
Thailand, and settled on
Bangor after seeing it
mentioned on a “top places
to raise your family” list-
ing. Winters, who has no
Maine ties, recognized it
as the home of one of his
favorite authors — horror
novelist Stephen King.

That clinched it. The
Winters started settling in
Bangor in April. Winters

had visited Bangor about a
dozen times over the years
to buy or sell rare Stephen
King items from Bangor
residents and the former
Betts Bookstore, formerly
owned by Stu Tinker who
today runs Stephen King-
themed tours around town.

Winters struggled with
reading as a young man, but
when he was 26, he picked
up a copy of “The Stand,” a

post-apocalyptic fantasy
novel published in 1978.

“I devoured it,” Win-
ters said.

He started reading more,
collecting more.

“He’s been a big influ-
ence in my life,” Winters
said of King. “Probably of
my favorite living writ-
ers, he’s the biggest in
the world.”
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Gerald Winters is setting up shop in downtown Bangor where he will display and sell rare books, manuscripts and
letters from authors. He will call the shop Gerald Winters & Son.

Diseases carried by
ticks hitting record
numbers inMaine

The Maine Center for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention has issued a new
warning about diseases car-
ried by ticks.

So far this year, Maine
has recorded 424 cases of
Lyme, and many more are
expected, as reporting tends
to lag by several months.

But while Lyme is a fa-
miliar seasonal visitor, it’s
not the only infection trans-
mitted by the deer tick. An-
aplasmosis and babesiosis
have reached all-time highs
this year, according to
Maine CDC.

As of Aug. 18, health pro-
viders reported 224 cases of
anaplasmosis, far outpacing
the 186 cases reported in all
of 2015 and shattering the
previous high of 191 cases in
2014. Knox, Lincoln, and
Sagadahoc counties are par-
ticularly hard hit.

Anaplasmosis is a bacte-
rial infection that can lead
to similar long-term effects
as Lyme without a proper
diagnosis, including neuro-
logical and joint problems
and kidney failure. Rarely,
it can lead to brain swelling
and meningitis.

While doctors treat ana-
plasmosis with the same an-
tibiotic prescribed for Lyme
disease, the infection
doesn’t result in Lyme’s
hallmark bull’s-eye rash.
It’s caused by a different
organism called Anaplasma
phagocytophilum that leads
to flulike symptoms, such
as body aches, fever, chills
and headache. Symptoms
typically appear within one
to two weeks of a tick bite.

Babesiosis is the other
tick-borne disease emerg-
ing in Maine. The state has
recorded 56 cases this year,
compared to 55 in all of 2015,
the previous high. York and
Knox counties are home to
the most cases.

Babesiosis is a parasitic
infection that can especial-
ly sicken those with weak
immune systems and peo-
ple who have had their
spleen removed. Some peo-
ple with the infection no-
tice no signs, while others
experience flulike symp-
toms, sweating, dark urine
and anemia.

Like with Lyme, south-
ern and Midcoast areas are
at higher risk for anaplas-
mosis and babesiosis. Cases
of anaplasmosis are actual-
ly outpacing Lyme in Knox
and Lincoln counties,
though that’s likely to
change as Lyme reports
continue to be recorded.

Lyme still poses the big-
gest health threat in terms
of the total number of cases.
In 2015, 1,206 cases were re-
ported in Maine.

This year, Lyme infec-
tions thankfully don’t appear
on pace to set a new record.

Ticks don’t like dry
weather, so their numbers

have actually plummeted
this year throughout inland
areas of Maine, explained
Chuck Lubelczyk, a vector
ecologist with the Maine
Medical Research Institute.

“They have probably
hunkered down into a hi-
bernation phase for the rest
of the summer,” he said.
“They’re just going to wait.”

But their populations re-
main robust in coastal
areas, where fog has helped
to mitigate the dry condi-
tions, he said.

Small rodents might also
be behind the rising rates of
anaplasmosis and babesio-
sis, he said. Mice and chip-
munks carry the infections
and transmit them to ticks,
which in turn infect us.
With the recent mild win-
ters, plenty of both are
scampering around.

As if getting infected
with one of these diseases
isn’t bad enough, the deer
tick can carry two or more
at once. So far in 2016, 11
such “co-infections” have
been reported, in which in-
dividuals were sickened by
at least two of these illness-
es, according to Maine CDC.

We all know the drill by
now, but the prevention
tips bear repeating:

– Use caution in tick in-
fested areas; stay on paths
and avoid brushing against
high grass or shrubs

– Wear long sleeves and
pants, or clothing treated
with permethrin

– Use an EPA-approved
repellant, and reapply as
the directions state

– Check yourself for ticks
daily, paying special atten-
tion to warm, protected
areas like the nape of the
neck, armpits, groin area,
and behind the knees.

Specialty Sweets opens
downtownBangor store

Specialty Sweets, the
longtime Bangor confec-
tioner, has opened its new
downtown Bangor loca-
tion, at 31 Main St. The
business will offer hand-
made candy, fudge, truffles
and other sweet goodies, as
well as ice cream by the
scoop. Hours are 11 a.m. to
8 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and 11 a.m. to 9

p.m. Fridays and Satur-
days; closed on Sundays.

Specialty Sweets, owned
and operated by Eliza and
Wade Butler, has had a lo-
cation out by the Bangor
Mall for more than three
decades; the downtown lo-
cation was announced
back in May, after the 1851
building it is located in
was purchased and reno-
vated. For more informa-
tion, like Specialty Sweets
Downtown on Facebook.

Bangor Public Library
to hold‘Construction
Almost Over Party’

BANGOR — The Bangor
Public Library will hold a
“Construction Almost Over
Party” 3-7 p.m. Wednesday,
Aug. 31, at 145 Harlow St.

Public tours with mem-
bers of the library’s board
of directors, children’s ac-
tivities, music, snacks and
more will be offered. Snacks
provided by Season’s Sage
Cafe starts at 6 p.m., and the
RetroRockerz take the stage
at 7 p.m. on the library’s
new patio.

Story continues below
advertisement.

“Between the roof and
interior renovation, the li-
brary has been under con-
struction for a long time,”
said Barbara McDade, di-
rector of the library, in a
press release. “Although
things still aren’t done, we
want to open it up and
show off the changes. What
better way to celebrate
than with local favorites,
the RetroRockerz!”

The celebration is de-
signed as a block party for
everyone in the city. The
Youth Services Department
will offer construction-
themed activities through-
out the day along with bub-
bles, sidewalk chalk, a giant
Jenga set and more. Adults
may take a guided tour of
the building with board
members or explore on
their own as areas that
were once familiar are new
again. Activities will be
held 3-8 p.m.

Construction at the Li-
brary started in 2013 with
the repairs and replace-
ment of the 100-year-old
copper dome and roof.

Once the roof was com-
pleted, construction
moved inside, where H.E.
Callahan worked on the
renovation designed by
Scott Simons Architects.
The children’s area has
been moved to the third
floor; there is a new atri-
um that will house a cafe;
there is a new central
staircase and a business
center for small business-
es in the area and many
other interesting chang-
es. Board Members of the
Library will be available
to give tours of the reno-
vated spaces.

Wellspring hires new
executive director

BANGOR — Wellspring,
a substance abuse and men-
tal health services agency,
announced the selection of
Suzanne Farley as its new
executive director.

Farley fills the vacancy
created by the retirement of
Pat Kimball after 15 years of
service to the organization.

“We are very pleased to
have Suzanne on board,” re-
ports Nancy Kelly, Well-
spring Board President.
“She brings experience in
organizational capacity
building, advocacy, and
leadership ... assets for
building upon the accom-
plishments of Pat Kimball
and supporting the profes-
sional work of management
team and staff.”

Farley has more than
two decades of service in
the non-profit sector in-
cluding prior executivedi-
rector positions. She most
recently held this position
at Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA), First
Judicial District, in Santa
Fe, New Mexico.


