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Shortnose sturgeon return to Orono area in Penobscot River

COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF MAINE

Endangered  shortnose
sturgeon have rediscovered
habitat in the Penobscot River
that had been inaccessible to
the species for more than 100
years prior to the removal of
the Veazie Dam in 2013.

University of Maine re-
searchers confirmed evi-
dence that three female short-
nose sturgeon were in the
area between Veazie and
Orono in mid-October. Re-
searchers had previously im-
planted the sturgeon with
small sound-emitting devices
known as acoustic tags to see
if they would use the newly
accessible parts of the river.

Among the most primitive
fish to inhabit the Penobscot,
sturgeon are often called
“living fossils” because they
remain similar to their earli-
est fossil forms. Their long
lives — more than 50 years
— and bony-plated bodies
also make them unique.

Historically, shortnose
sturgeon and Atlantic stur-
geon, a related species also
present in the watershed,
had spawning populations
in the Penobscot River as
far upstream as the site of
the current Milford dam,
and provided an important
food and trade source to na-
tive peoples and early Euro-
pean settlers. Overharvest

and loss of suitable habitat
due to dams and pollution
led to declines in shortnose
sturgeon populations and a
listing as endangered under
the U.S. Endangered Spe-
cies Act (ESA) in 1967. In
2012, Gulf of Maine popula-
tions of Atlantic sturgeon
were listed as threatened
under the ESA.

Today, a network of
sound receivers, which sit
on the river bottom along
the lower river from Penob-
scot Bay up to the Milford
Dam, detect movement and
location of tagged fish.

According to Gayle Zy-
dlewski, associate professor
at UMaine’s School of Marine
Sciences, the three individual
fish observed were females.
The fish have since been
tracked joining other individ-
uals in an area identified as
wintering habitat near Brew-
er. Wintering habitat in other
rivers is known to be staging
habitat for spawning the fol-
lowing spring.

“We know that shortnose
sturgeon use the Penobscot
River throughout the year, and
habitat models indicate suit-
able habitat for spawning in
the area of recent detection up-
river of Veazie, although actu-
al spawning has not yet been
observed,” Zydlewski said.

Since 2006, Zydlewski has
been working with Michael

Kinnison, a professor in
UMaine’s School of Biology
and Ecology; and multiple
graduate students, including
Catherine Johnston, to bet-
ter understand the sturgeon
populations of the Penobscot
River and Gulf of Maine.

Johnston, who has been
tagging and tracking stur-
geon in the Penobscot for two
years to study the implica-
tions of newly available habi-
tat to shortnose sturgeon,
discovered the detections of
sturgeon upstream of the
Veazie dam remnants. Each
new bit of information adds
to the current understanding
of behavior and habitat pref-
erences of the fish.

“We're very excited to see
sturgeon moving upstream
of where the Veazie Dam
once stood, and into their
former habitats,” says Kim
Damon-Randall, assistant re-
gional administrator of the
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric  Administration
(NOAA) Fisheries’ Protected
Resources Division. “We
need to do more research to
see how they’re using it, but
it’s a tremendous step in the
right direction.”

Habitat access is essential
for the recovery of these spe-
cies. The removal of the
Veazie Dam is only a por-
tion of the Penobscot River
Restoration Project, which,

when combined with the re-
moval of Great Works Dam
in 2012, restores 100 percent
of historic sturgeon habitat
in the Penobscot. In addition
to dam removals, construc-
tion of a nature-like fish by-
pass at the Howland Dam in
2015 significantly improves
habitat access for the re-
maining nine species of sea-
run fish native to the Penob-
scot, including Atlantic
salmon and river herring.
“Scientific research and

monitoring of this monumen-
tal restoration effort has been
ongoing for the past decade,”
says Molly Payne Wynne,
monitoring coordinator for
the Penobscot River Restora-
tion Trust. “The collaborative
body of research on this proj-
ect is among the most com-
prehensive when compared
to other river restoration
projects across the country.”
NOAA Fisheries is an ac-
tive partner and provides
funding for this long-term

BDN FILE PHOTO
A sturgeon found in the lower Penobscot near Winterport in 2008. The shortnose
sturgeon has now returned to the Veazie-Orono area.

monitoring collaboration
that includes the Penobscot
River Restoration Trust,
The Nature Conservancy
and others. These efforts
are beginning to shed light
on the response of the river
to the restoration project.
Restoration of the full as-
semblage of sea-run fish to
the Penobscot River will re-
vive not only native fisher-
ies but social, cultural and
economic traditions of
Maine’s largest river.
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Scot Walker, Broker,
46 North St.,
Houlton, ME 04730

Cell: 538-1765

L] Gorgeous custom built log home w/front porch, new
i back deck, sunrm w/skylights, open flr plan, propane
fal f.p. in LR & family rm. Solar panels heat water. IG pool
Office: 532-4500 | 3 W/new liner, deck, pump & fencing, Barn/gar. combo

www.mainelandbroker.com % Y| close to Bangor. $250,000 MLS#1211331
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UMaine students from the French Club, German Club and Tau Kappa Epsilon
fraternity took part on Nov. 17 in a show of condolence and camaraderie with the
victims of the shootings in Paris.

wi/exercise rm. Lovely Golf Like Country Setting yet

an add'l rm for LR/Kit. $250,000 MLS#1237388

Beverly Uhlenhake to
serve as new Brewer
City mayor

The Brewer City Coun-
cil unanimously selected
Councilor Beverly
Uhlenhake to serve as
the city’s mayor for the
next year.

Uhlenhake, a commer-
cial real estate broker
who was elected to the
council in 2013, was
sworn in Tuesday night,
Nov. 17 during the city’s
annual organizational
meeting at Jeff’s Cater-
ing in Brewer.

She said the council
should be guided by the
question: “Will this be
beneficial to Brewer citi-
zens today and tomor-
row? Because if it isn’t,
we shouldn’t be doing it.”

al Estate

Continued collabora-
tion with neighboring
communities, especially
Bangor, would be key to
improving the region’s
economy and attracting
development.

“We’ll make good deci-
sions for the city of
Brewer, and simply get it
done,” she added.

Uhlenhake will be
joined by Kevin
O’Connell, who council-
ors picked to serve as
deputy mayor and the
council’s vice chairman.

“I look forward to a
fabulous year,” Uhlen-
hake said.

City Clerk Pam Ryan
also swore in Councilors
Matthew Vachon and
Jerry Goss, who were re-
elected to
three-year terms
Brewer voters

serve new
by
earlier

realestate.bangordailynews.com

LEVANT - 26 Gasoline Alley Lane
Contemporary on 6+ acs. Lg fully applianced kitchen,

ceiling, MBR w/full BA, office/den, full BA on main Ivl
W/W&D. NEW heat pump, radiant flr heat & propane.
3+ car gar. w/workshop - has a BR & full BA above & |

Old Town- Hullrlmg Lot $24,900
Portage Lake- Boat access lot $27,500"
Poner 425 Acres! 42:

Prentiss- 8 Acres $12,

Prentiss-40 Acres w/ Cabm $54900
SALE PENDING!

Prentiss-16 Acres w/ pwr $14,500*
Sherman-2 cabins w/ 30 acres! $55,000

EAGLE RIVER RANCH

“In -Law Suite”
SAVE $20,000 on
MODEL Home.

Andy Ball . andy@showcasehomesofmaine.com
Showcase Homes, 718 Wilson St., Brewer, ME 04412
Tel. 207-989-2337 « Toll Free 866-783-2337

Fax 207-989-2632

www.showcasehomesofmaine.com

dining area w/propane stove, huge LR w/ beamed cath.

To place an ad in the
BDN Maine Real Estate page

this month.

New and returning
members of the Brewer
School Committee also
were sworn in at the
Tuesday meeting. Last
year’s committee chair-
man, Kevin Forrest, re-
joined the council for an-
other three years.
Tammy Smith, a free-
lance court reporter with
four children in the
Brewer school system,
joined the board for the
first time, as did Ashley
Blanchard, who won a
one-year seat on the com-
mittee that was vacated
by a former member who
left the post before the
end of her term.

Mark Farley will serve
as chairman of the school
committee, with Holly
Lundquist serving as
vice chairwoman.

Bangor-Brewer Area
Home & Business For Sale
Asking price $176,900

Home features 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, updated kitchen, gorgeous
woodwork and gleaming hardwood floors.

Property has been

painstakingly restored and offers charm at every turn. Property
is located on .23 acres with manicured gardens, 2 car garage,
ample storage and in-ground pool.
Established home based business in place with positive cash
flow. High visibility, easy access and mixed use zoning welcomes
many possibilities for a client based establishment.
Confidential listing: Please contact Tricia Largay
at 207-949-3060 for more information.

\ Signed confidentiality agreements and pre-approval letter required. J

Modular Homes By: Mamorwood Hlomes
* Land/Home Packages ¢ Land-in Lieu Down Payment

* On-Lot Financing

(¢l + COLONY
p/-DOUBLEWIDEs

Al Benner Homes

Route 1A, Holden, ME ¢ 4.5 Miles from Bangor / Brewer Bridge
989-1070 or 800-287-1071 » www.albennerhomes.com

“UWe ne docng things to

Bxcel Hlomes
* Trade-ins Welcome

* TITAN
* SINGLEWIDES

make your life betten!”

™

BANGOR 454 STATE STREET

Designed by Wilfred Mansur, this beautifully
Bl restored home sits on 1.2 well-landscaped acres
8 and features hand carved woodwork, stained
Hl] class windows,
functional fireplaces, guest apt. & carriage house.
Heated w/natural gas.
1237413

Finely crafted home on 6 lush acres in premier
neighborhood overlooking conservation land.
‘ Offering an English conservatory, formal DR,
; formal LR and FR with fireplaces, spacious
MBR suite w/elegant en suite bath, & fully
finished game/family room in basement.
$995,000 MLS #1143194

5 BRs w/en suite baths, 8

$1,195,000 MLS #

Tricia Quirk, REALTOR®

ERA Dawson Bradford

417 Main Street, Bangor, ME 04401
Cell 207-944-3361 Fax: 207-992-4093
www.TriciaQuirk.com

ERA

—
REAL ESTATE

Nicely updated and immaculate home on
spacious and beautifully landscaped lot.
Open living with one floor living if desired.
Oversized 3 car garage with workshop.

Office 207-942-6310

Cell 207-974-6606 / 852-6233

CORINTH, 37 W. Corinth Rd. ORRINGTON, 337 Snows Crnr Rd.

Well landscaped 3 BR/1BA home with
garage. Plus detached in-law apartment
with garage as well. Home has spacious
deck, screen porch and dog kennel as well.

This is a must seel $159,900 Enjoy allfirstfloor living and lots of outdoor
MLS#1234370 space. $174,900 MLS#1227750
Kurtis & Carissa Marsh

marsh.re.rom@gmail.com
Realty of Maine, 458 Main St., Bangor

Realty
of Maine,

SALE PENDING

REDUCED PRICE

BANGOR, 161 FOURTEENTH ST.
Don't lift a finger on this all updated 3 BR, 2 bath
home with fenced yard. New kitchen, both baths
redone, hardwood floors & 3 season porch
overlooking yard. New vinyl siding, vinyl windows &
architectural shingles means no maintenance for
years to come. SALE PENDING.
$134,900 MLS# 1237549

Office 207-942-6310

Kurtis & Carissa Marsh
marsh.re.rom@gmail.com
Realty of Maine, 458 Main St., Bangor

Cell 207-974-6606 / 852-6233

ORRINGTON, 65 BETTS ROAD

Amazingly private 1 owner ranch home has been
well maintained & owners added oversized & heated
gar., paved/hot-topped, added LR fireplace plus
basement wood stove. Full basement with exterior
entry. Best of all, it's all first floor living with 3
bedrooms, 2 baths and open concept kitchen, living
room and dining with cathedral ceilings.
$200,000 MLS# 1211897

Realty
of Maine




