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Senior Beat: A tribute to a resiliant, hard-working mother

Senior
Beat

Carol
Higgins
. Taylor

Mother’s Day is a short
three weeks away. Whenev-
er someone speaks of my
mother, “She is something
else” is typically the phrase
that accompanies the name,
Margie Higgins.

Something else, indeed.
She is strong, funny, stub-
born, thoughtful, and would
do anything for someone
she perceives as needing
help. She deeply loves ani-
mals, absorbs news stories
like a sponge, and drinks
tea by the gallon. And she
inspires (and occasionally

exasperates) me.

Margie has been a career
woman all her life. At 88, she
is still working, currently at
the Penquis program, Foster
Grandparent. She is sta-
tioned at Job Corp and is
having the time of her life.
She loves the students she is
working with and is very
proud of their accomplish-
ments, beaming and brag-
ging like a true grandmoth-
er. While considered a vol-
unteer, Foster Grandpar-
ents receive a small hourly
stipend and mileage.

Margie enjoys sharing
her life lessons with her
charges, including growing
up in Trenton, the eldest of
seven children, during the
depression and war.

Her start in life was not
easy. She was diagnosed
with polio two days after
her first birthday. But

thanks to the Shriner’s Hos-
pital for Crippled Children
in Springfield, MA, three
surgeries by age twelve,
and her perseverance, Mar-
gie learned to walk and has
led a normal life.

Margie was 10 years into
her marriage before finally
having a baby. She was wid-
owed three years later. A sec-
ond marriage ended in divorce.

Her admirable work
ethic started early with her
first job at the Rainbow
Roller Rink in Trenton. She
was 11 years old and paid 50
cents for a five-hour shift as
the coat-check girl.

She has a “can do” atti-
tude that has served her,
and others, well. The devas-
tating forest fire in 1947,
which engulfed Bar Harbor
and much of eastern Mount
Desert Island in flames, was
not about to burn without

her. Margie recalls that
time with sad nostalgia.

“I refused to evacuate but
rather stayed at the fire
house and served coffee and
food to the weary firefight-
ers,” she said. “I'll never for-
get the heavy smoke, high
temperatures and high
winds. From upstairs at the
firehouse, you could see
buildings burning. 1 still
have the pass issued to me by
the Chief of Police to go back
and forth to the island.”

Margie’s love of the legal
profession tightened its
grip when a friend intro-
duced her to the world of
court stenography. Her in-
terest in that business grew
and in 1968 she formed her
own court reporting com-
pany, working in both state
and federal courts.

A touch of wanderlust
took her to the west coast,

where she continued her ca-
reer in the legal field. As is
true for most people who
leave Maine, she returned
about a decade later.

She worked for several
attorneys in the area before
retiring. And yet, she didn’t
really stop working but in-
stead changed her focus.
One might say, given the
joy she gets from being a
Foster Grandparent, she
might have had a successful
career as a teacher.

When Margie is asked
about stopping work, the reply
is always, “Why would I want
to do that? What would I do all
day and the kids need me.”

We all do. My mother and
I live near each other,
which initiates comments
from people such as, “how
nice that you can look after
her.” Truth be told, we're
about equal in the “looking

after” department. She’s al-
ways at the ready if I need
something.

Margie has a unique love of
garage sales and grocery shop-
ping (which I did not inherit)
and is constantly asking if I
“want anything at the store.”
Regardless of my answer,
she’s off, armed with a fist full
of coupons, which always end
up saving her a surprising
amount of money.

She has raised coupon
shopping, and getting the
most out of rainchecks, to an
art form - as she has done with
everything else in her life.

Happy early Mother’s Day,
Mom. We'll take you out to
Iunch. I clipped a coupon.

Carol Higgins Taylor is
an advocate for seniors and
owns Bryant Street Public
Relations in Bangor. Email
her at bryantstreetpr@
gmail.com.

Bangor man donates
280th pint of blood

Dale Rogers passed a big
milestone when he donated
his 280th pint of blood on
Monday, March 28, at the
Red Cross Blood Donation
Center on Hammond Street.

Rogers started donating
blood in 1959 while he was a
freshman in college. He has
been giving blood since.

The American Red Cross
depends on healthy, volun-
teer blood donors to main-
tain an adequate blood sup-
ply and fulfill its mission.

When asked why he
makes time to donate blood
on a regular basis, Rogers
told the Red Cross, “It’s
something I can do to help
others and it makes me feel
good,” according to a Red
Cross press release.

To donate blood, a blood
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donor card or driver’s li-
cense or two other forms of
identification are required
at check-in. Individuals
who are 17 years of age (16
with parental consent in
some states), weigh at least
110 pounds and are in gen-
erally good health may be
eligible to donate blood.
High school students and
other donors 18 years of age
and younger also have to
meet certain height and
weight requirements.

Blood donors can save
time at their next donation by
using RapidPass to complete
their pre-donation reading
and health history question-
naire online, on the day of
their donation, from a home
or work computer prior to ar-
riving at the blood drive. To
get started and learn more,
visit  redcrossblood.org/
RapidPass and follow the in-
structions on the site.

5.00 to skate
$5.00 to rent skates

Come ice skate to the best sounds and light show around. Bring your friends!

Brewer church holds
free First Aid training

The First Congregational
Church of Brewer will host a
free Red Cross First Aid
Training 11:30 am.-4 p.m.
Sunday, May 1, at the church,
35 State St., behind Brewer
City Hall. Certified first aid
trainer Beverly Wilson, R.N.
will teach the class, which
will cover breathing prob-
lems, choking, allergic reac-
tions, EpiPen injections, heat
related injuries, bites, diabe-
tes, stroke, heart attack, faint-
ing and wound care.

After attending the class,
participants will receive a
First Aid Certification, valid
for two years. Refreshments
will be served. For informa-
tion or to sign up, call 989-7350
or email secretaryfcch@

gmail.com. The deadline to
register is Friday, April 29.

Check us out online for a full schedule — penobscoticearena.org.

Cathance TWP-- 15 Acres w/ PWR %ake\'ﬂle -32 Acres & cabin $54,900

$14900

Cathance TWP- 28 Acres $19.900

Cnpper Cathance Lake $69,000*
Copper- Cathance Lake $99,900*

Cornish- 94 Acres $94,000

Cornish- 114 Acres $114,000*

Dyer Brook-12.48 BIG views $29,900 $65,000*

Dyer Brook-1.5 Acres $7,500
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$35 Garland-471 Acres $235,500
Ashland 180 acres on river $135,000
Ashland-53 Acres $32,900 w/ pnwer
‘Ashland 5 Acres on Stream $14,900
Beddington- Pleasant River Lake Lot
10 Acres! $85,000%
Beddington area- 35 acres $29,.900
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$49,900
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Winn-27 Acres $19,9(
Merrill- 40 Acres $29,900% Wesley- 18 Acres! 13, 900’
g/;gnucello 100 acres Wwoods and fields Weston-Faulkner Lake w/ well+septic

Weston - Bracket Lake - $69.900
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Scot Walker, Broker,
46 North St., Houlton, ME 04730
Mﬂ“ﬂﬁ‘m@”:k 2: ‘;ACWSWWW Office: 532-4500 Cell: 538-1765

scot@mainelandbroker.com
T

Immaculate 1,493 sq. ft. double wide 3 BR 2 BA
in Bangor’s Premier Mobile Home Park.
Incl. large storage bldg, deck, LR, family rm
and CENTRAL AC!! $79,000.

www.mainelandbroker.com |4

Andy Ball . andy@showcasehomesofmaine.com
Showcase Homes, 718 Wilson St., Brewer, ME 04412
Tel. 207-989-2337 «

www.showcasehomesofmaine.com

Fax 207-989-2632

HAMPDEN - 12 SUMMER STREET
1840 old sea capts. home w/original ship port

i window. The charm of yesteryear, updated w/many

improvements, yet maintained integrity of its |8
history. In-Law apt. Over $74,000 into
improvements incl. granite counters! Jean Jenki
745-4522
$194,900 MLS#1255570
+ Jeandenkins.com

Nicely updated and immaculate home on
spacious and beautifully landscaped lot.
Open living with one floor living if desired.
Oversized 3 car garage with workshop.

Office 207-942-6310
Cell 207-974-6606 / 852-6233

CORINTH, 37 W. Corinth Rd. ORRINGTON, 337 Snows Crnr Rd.

This is a must see!l $159,900 Enjoy allfirstfloor living and lots of outdoor
MLS#1234370 space. $174,900 MLS#1227750
Kurtis & Carissa Marsh

marsh.re.rom@gmail.com
Realty of Maine, 458 Main St.,

Bangor Community
Chorus concert set

Bangor Community Cho-
rus’ 48th annual spring concert
will be held at 7 p.m. Saturday,
April 23, at First United Meth-
odist Church, 703 Essex St.; ad-
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mission is by donation. The
jazz-themed concert will fea-
ture standards like “Cheek to
Cheek”, “What a Wonderful
World”, and “How High The
Moon”. There also will be some
less-known numbers like “Lib-
ertango” and “Jazz Cantata”.
The Chorus is led by Doug-

B CORPS CENTER
S fO”' 36 Years

las Beck, who earned his de-
grees from the Peabody Con-
servatory of Music at Johns
Hopkins University in Balti-
more. He teaches piano, and
directs the children’s chorus at
Ellsworth Community School
of Music. He also gives private
music and voice lessons.

Open House for future Stude

“JOURNEY TO
GOME SEE WHAT

SUCCESS

open enroliment classes begin weekly

IENReaI Estate

realestate.bangordailynews.com
To place an ad in the BDN Malne Real Estate page contact Laura at 207-990-8110 or Igeorge@bangordailynews.com

BRADLEY - 4 COZY LANE
| Desirable Chemo Pond! Quality built custom
builders home, 204" pvt. water frontage complete
with own beach. Privacy Galore! Live off the grid!
Generator & propane keep this home running
yr-round. Cath. ceilings & flr to ceiling glass.
Vacationland Realty, Jean Jenkins, 745-4522

$245,000 MLS#1233941

+ Jeandenkins.com =

Well landscaped 3 BR/1BA home with
garage. Plus detached in-law apartment
with garage as well. Home has spacious
deck, screen porch and dog kennel as well.

Bangor

Realty
of Maine,

GUILFORD - 262 Wharff Road
Classic rustic sportsman cabin on a 1 ac. lot. An easy 15 min.
drive to Greeley's Landing on awesome Sebec Lake
Elevated/open/sloping horizon lot views. Very roomy
screened porch. Scandia wood stove. Propane on site.
Power at road very close-by. Cash only. No owner financing
or trades. Available for showing on or about April 15 2016.

$22,900 MLS #1255014
David Stephen Paul
If you're thinking of selling
or buying, call or Text
David ﬁrst 207-629-8260

GREENBUSH, 862 Cardville Road
Spacious one floor living with this ranch home.
Owner has done lots of updates. Heat pump gives
cheap heat and air conditioning. New paint, newer
metal roof, new boiler and new on demand hot
water heater. Spacious backyard. Come see this
affordable new home.
$113,900 MLS# 1227971

Office 207-942-6310

Kurtis & Carissa Marsh

S marsh.re.rom@gmail.com
|| Realty of Maine, 458 Main St., Bangor

Cell 207-974-6606 / 852-6233

REDUCED PRICE
ORRINGTON, 65 Betts Road

Amazingly private 1 owner ranch home has been

well maintained & owners added oversized & heated
gar., paved/hot-topped, added LR fireplace plus
basement wood stove. Full basement with exterior
entry. Best of all, it's all first floor living with 3
bedrooms, 2 baths and open concept kitchen, living
room and dining with cathedral ceilings.

$200,000 MLS# 1211897

S b

600 +/- ACRES FgR SALE

+/- 600 acre forest tract in DownEast.
Frontage on Orange Lake.
Frontage on US Rte. 1. Rare find.
Never before offered.
$550,000

KELLY E. RIOUX
207.879.9229 / 207.838.3405

T3 R9 NWP., 320 CEDAR LAKE RD.
Beautiful 3 BR 1 BA on Cedar Lake. 125' of water
frontage & .81 acs. Open flr plan kit./LR w/ glass drs
to waters edge. Stained woodwork throughout the
inside of the home. Open cathedral ceilings with
skylight in upstairs bedroom. 2 separate storage
bay garages to store the water toys.
$199,900 MLS#1230643

Dawson
ERA Bradford

ORLAND, 99 FRONT RIDGE RD
Great investment opp. w/long standing tenant. Many
capital improvements made over five ys. incl. new
metal siding recently, for cosmetic purposes only. 5,616
sq.ft. bldg. has 10+ acs w/improved parking area and
over 60 on-site engine warming stations along w/3
phase power. There is a wash bay, vehicle
maintenance/storage facility and office space.
$425,000 MLS# 1239051

THE NADEAU/BRAGDON TEAM
Call Bruce or Andy today!

NEWBURGH, 483 CHAPM. RD
Beautiful log cabin w/lg. porch, 3.3 ac of wooded & well
landscaped land. Hdwd floors throughout large center
fireplace in living room, large finished basement w/
family room and complete kitchen. Would make an
excellent in-law apartment or use it for the family
guests. 2 car detached garage with storage. New roof in
2014, new water softener 2014.

$169,900 MLS# 1239051

MILLINOCKET, 973 CENTRAL ST
Located near Baxter State Park & Mt. Katahdin. Full
service 26 rm lodge (7 k,1 g, 18 d), restaurant &
lounge. Lg bar/entertainment area currently
operated by owners. Banquet facility area for
functions w/ rms to accommodate any activity.
$500,000 MLS# 1240145

THE NADEAU/BRAGDON TEAM
Call Bruce or Andy today!

DOVER-FOXCROFT, RTH ST
Successful restaurant for past 12 yrs ready for
new owners. Includes R. EP Known to locals &
visiting summer folks for great food & service.

AllE, F g{ E incl. Inventory extra. Loc. in the heart

of downtown. 50+ seats, currently
serves lunch & dinner.
$229,000 MLS#1241684

THE NADEAU/BRAGDON TEAM
Call Bruce or Andy today!



