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From the Bangor PD: Lieutenant can “predict” theweather

Bail checks are done for
a reason.

The reason is that peo-
ple on bail should refrain
from being involved in
any criminal activity. It is
a requirement of the bail
conditions.

These conditions usual-
ly are, in general terms, no
further criminal conduct,
no ingesting of alcohol
and/or drugs, no posses-
sion of drugs, blah, blah,
blah. (usually the last
three words are not used
unless written by a very
funny bail commissioner).

Our officers do check
on those that are out on
bail. It is a requirement of
our job. Some days the
Bangor Police Depart-
ment Special Enforcement
Team spends the day
doing bail checks and
sometimes these checks
are interesting.

The photo below depicts
what bail checks some-
times uncover.

The best part of this
story is that while Officer
David Farrar was being
his friendly self and hav-
ing what I would consider
an amicable conversation
with one individual in the
house, the individual in
the bathroom made the

decision to throw some
things out the window
that would not be looked
upon positively if discov-
ered by the friendly and
engaging, Farrar.

When Officer Walker
observed the falling
money, he giggled to him-
self, knowing full well that
the bail check was going
well. It was “raining Ben-
jamins” and they just kept
coming. You see, Farrar
and Walker were not born
yesterday and used the se-
cret training that we call
“Hey, wait outside and see
what comes out the door or
window while I am in-
side.” Shhhh, don’t tell
anyone about this method.
It seems to work.

18,000 dollars in good old
American currency came
out the bathroom window.
Again, we call that a clue in
our industry, and it is not
common for the average
Bangor homeowner to take
such liberties with their
“hard earned.”

This move, while seem-
ing to be the right move
for the individual in the
water closet, was not the
best way to avoid atten-
tion from the po-po.

Our good friends and
business partners from
the Maine Drug Enforce-
ment Agency showed up
with their Narcotics
testing unit (very ex-
pensive and something
we do not have at this
time) to aid Farrar in
what had become a
plethora of illegal drug
activity. The agent’s as-

sistance is vital when it
is raining money.

They found more crack
cocaine than you would
find in the average home.
There are plumber con-
vention jokes that I could
make, but I have been
told to avoid using that
one again.

All from a little bail
check. We think there was
something illegal going on
there but we are still look-
ing into it.

Rain in the forecast
forces me to confer with
my Lieutenant.

I went to our resident
weather expert, Lt. Bob
“Frank Drebin” Bishop.
He and the Duck of Jus-
tice get along because
they both enjoy the rain.
During past rainstorms, I
have caught them listen-
ing to Garth Brooks CDs
with the door closed just
gazing out the window.
Enough about that.

Many people are not
aware that Lt. Bishop has
another nickname. It is
“Doppler Bob”. He tells us
about weather long before
it makes the television
and radio forecasts. He is
usually correct and he
likes to journal about his
weather escapades.

I went into his office
today and opened this
journal. There will be no
sun in his journal for the
next day or so. Rain and
wind tonight, blowing
into tomorrow morning.
This is completely accu-
rate information as far as

I can tell. No need to dou-
ble check, I just have to
trust him. He said there
will be some sun in his
journal later in the week.
It really all depends on
the data he used to come
to this conclusion. We will
keep you safe, regardless
of what this journal says.

Never hesitate to call
us. Rest assured you are
living in a very safe city.
We will be here!

Don’t let an LOL cause
a DOA.

Texting and driving
continues to be a problem
The Bangor Special En-
forcement Team is once
again preparing to specifi-
cally focus on this scourge
in the coming weeks.

I thinkawarningtothewise
is important, so when we write
you a very expensive sum-
mons, we can rest assured that
we tried to tell you about it.

Here it is. If you are driv-
ing in Bangor, even stopped
at an intersection, and you
are texting in your car
while in the travel portion
of the road, we are going to
be watching more carefully
from different vantage
points. I really won’t say
much more about it but do
not be surprised when Jer-
maine “not a Texas Ranger”
Walker and Dave “crazy
eyes” Farrar stops you and
shows up beside your car
with a summons book and a
kind word of advice.

These tickets are expen-
sive. We don’t determine the
fine amounts so don’t ask
them questions like; What

do you do with the money?
We do not get any of it.

Will you buy donuts?
Yes, but not with that
money. Do you have some-
thing better to do? Yes, but
I saw you texting and you
are keeping me from doing
more important tasks.

Could I text my dad and
tell him that I am getting
a ticket? Not right now

but if you pull to the side
of the road and put it in
park, that seems like an
appropriate message.

Stop texting and driv-
ing. The other drivers on
the road would appreciate
it, and we would too.

The men and women of
the Bangor Police Depart-
ment will be here!
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Lt. Bob Bishop, a.k.a. “Frank Drebin,” seen here with
the Duck of Justice, can allegedly predict the weather.
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Levant woman doesn’t miss kidney she donated to gym friend
BY JUDY HARRISON
OF THE BDN STAFF

Mary Tower Pettegrow
doesn’t miss the kidney
she gave to save the life
of her friend Debra Gunn
in August. Instead, the
experience has turned
both women into enthu-
siastic advocates for liv-
ing organ donation.

When Gunn, 50, of Hold-
en was told in June 2014
that she needed a kidney
transplant, she wasn’t
very worried. She has an
identical twin sister, Bar-
bara Cookson, who also
lives in Holden.

Because their DNA is
the same, Gunn would
never have had to worry
about organ rejection.

Even though she
showed no symptoms,
Cookson was rejected as a
possible donor because
she had some of the ge-
netic markers for Alport
syndrome, the disease
that was causing Gunn’s
kidneys to fail.

Alport syndrome is an
inherited disease that pri-
marily affects the glomer-
uli, the tiny tufts of capil-
laries in the kidneys that
filter wastes from the
blood, according to infor-
mation on the National
Kidney Foundation’s web-
site. The disease was first
described by an English
doctor named A. Cecil Al-
port. It causes gene muta-

tions that affect type IV
collagen, a protein that is
important to the normal
structure and function of
glomeruli.

Gunn’s other relatives
also weren’t able to do-
nate a kidney for vari-
ous reasons.

When Gunn relayed the
news to her friend, Pette-
grow, 37, of Levant that
her sister wouldn’t be able
to give her a kidney, Pette-
grow asked one question:
“Who do I call to see if I’m
a match?”

“We knew we had the
same blood type, so we
thought it was possible I
might be a match,” Pette-
grow said Saturday. “I
started testing in March.
We found out I was good
to go in June. We had the
surgery [at Maine Medi-
cal Center in Portland]
on Aug. 18.”

When the pair showed
up at 6:30 a.m. that day
for surgery, Pettegrow
sported a T-shirt that
read, “I say goodbye.”
Gunn wore one that read,
“I say hello.”

Neither woman had had
surgery before.

The kidney Pettegrow
donated began function-
ing perfectly as soon as it
“was hooked up,” Gunn
said Saturday. “Mary was
up and walking laps
around the nurses’ station
by 3:30 p.m. I had expected
to feel better but was nau-

seous from the [anti-rejec-
tion] meds, but my family
all said how much health-
ier my complexion was.”

Gunn was released from
the hospital three days
after the surgery. Pette-
grow went home after two.
Gunn’s insurance covered
the cost of Pettegrow’s
surgery.

The women first met
about four years ago at a
gym where Gunn was a
personal trainer. Seven
weeks before surgery,
Gunn opened her own
gym, Time for Results Fit-
ness, in Brewer. Pette-
grow, who works for the
Bangor law firm Rudman
Winchell, now works out
at Gunn’s gym.

Gunn said she returned
to running her business
after six weeks. Pettegrow
went back to work after
five weeks.

“I’m still shocked at
how easy this was for me,”
Pettegrow said Saturday,
wearing a sweatshirt that
read: “Recycle yourself.
Become an organ donor.”

“I think there’s a stig-
ma about giving up an
organ. I literally don’t feel
any different than I did
before. I think if people
realized how easy it is,
more people would get
tested and do it,” she said.

The friends have joined
forces to help East Machias
native Michelle Holmes
Abell, 48, of Fitchburg, Mas-

sachusetts, find a living
donor. Abell, whose par-
ents, Bud and Betty Holmes,
still live in Washington
County, suffers from chron-
ic kidney failure.

Her brother, Paul
Holmes, 45, of Machiasport,
has had two kidney trans-
plants from family mem-
bers. Abell went on the
transplant list in August.

Pettegrow had never
met Abell before Satur-
day but knew her broth-
er growing up in the
Machias area.

Abell is one of more
than 101,000 people wait-
ing for kidney transplants

in the United States, ac-
cording to the National
Kidney Foundation. The
median wait time for an
individual’s first trans-
plant is 3.6 years, and a
dozen people die each day
waiting for a donor, ac-
cording to the founda-
tion’s statistics.

While twice as many
kidney transplants come
from cadavers rather than
live donors, a kidney from
a live donor may function
twice as long as one do-
nated after a person has
died, Gunn said.

“If people understood
they can save another

human being, they’d feel
the same way I do,” Pette-
grow said. “It’s important
for me to get people to
think about it. Our mis-
sion now is to find a
donor for Michelle.”

People wishing to test
to see if they are a match
for Michelle Abell should
call the Massachusetts
General Donor Team at
617-643-7193. People who
have general questions
about living organ dona-
tion, should contact Rox-
anne Taylor at the Maine
Transplant Program at
Maine Medical Center in
Portland at 207-662-7185.
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Mary Pettegrow (left) donated a kidney to her friend, Deb Gunn, two months ago.

VeteranwearingMIA bracelet finds closure in soldier’s burial
BY NOK-NOI RICKER
OF THE BDN STAFF

When Charles Sisson
saw a photograph of the
military burial of three
soldiers who had been
listed as missing in action
during the Vietnam War
in the Bangor Daily News
last week, he instantly
recognized one of the
names in the caption.

The local Vietnam vet-
eran had been wearing a
Prisoner of War/Missing
In Action, or POW/MIA,
bracelet for more than a
decade engraved with the
name of Army Staff Sgt.
Bunyan D. Price Jr. of
Belmont, North Carolina.
Price was buried along
with two others in his
unit on Oct. 20 at Arling-
ton National Cemetery in
Virginia. Photos of the
burial were published by
multiple news outlets.

“My intent is to send it
to [Price’s family] and
then I’ll get another one,”
Sisson said Monday, re-
ferring to the silver brace-
let on his right wrist as he
spoke with a BDN report-
er. “He went missing on
May 2, 1970, in Cambodia.

I was stationed in Viet-
nam at that time.”

Price’s three sisters
and a brother still live in
his home state of North
Carolina, and his sister,
Arvonia Price England,
said on Tuesday that Sis-
son’s bracelet will be the
third to find its way to the
family.

POW/MIA bracelets
were introduced in the
late 1960s to increase pub-
lic awareness of the plight
of Americans still unac-
counted for from the Viet-
nam War, according to the
National League of POW/
MIA Families.

“There were a couple
when he was first declared
dead. Somebody sent my
brother one and someone
sent my sister one,” Eng-
land said, adding, “I’ll be
happy to get it.”

“It was something else
after 45 years finding his
remains,” she said. “We
all went to Washington
[D.C.] last week for the
burial at Arlington. That
was really amazing.”

Price was laid to rest
along with Army Major
Dale W. Richardson of
Mount Sterling, Illinois,

and Army Sgt. Rodney L.
Griffin of Mexico, Mon-
tana. The trio were bur-
ied in a single casket
after receiving full mili-
tary honors, including a
horse drawn caisson,
rifle volleys and the play-
ing of “Taps.”

The family had initial-
ly been told by the Army
that it believed her
brother was captured
after a helicopter he was
in was shot down, and
that he was a prisoner of
war for a time.

“He was missing in ac-
tion for all these years
and that is what we be-
lieved,” England said.
“We found out he was
killed the day the helicop-
ter went down. We even
got to talk to the pilot. He
was captured and he was a
POW for two years. He got
to come home.

“He told us they were
just taking them back to
base and then it started
getting fired at and get-
ting shot and it caught on
fire and they had to do an
emergency landing,” she
said. “He said my brother
and the others jumped out
because there was a lot of

smoke. He thought it was
maybe 10 feet. He didn’t
know which way they
went or what happened.”

The Department of De-
fense POW/MIA Account-
ing Agency, based in Ha-
waii, working jointly with
the Kingdom of Cambodia,
went back to the scene of
the crash several times,
and in February 2012 wit-
nesses identified a single
burial site that contained
remains from the three
missing soldiers, the
agency’s website states.

The remains were
taken to Hawaii and fo-
rensic pathologists
matched their DNA with
DNA samples provided by
family members.

Richardson, Price and
Griffin were all assigned
to 2nd Battalion, 34th
Armor Regiment, 25th In-
fantry Division and were
passengers on a Huey he-
licopter en route to Fire
Support Base Katum,
South Vietnam, the De-
fense POW/MIA Account-
ing Agency’s report states.

The Huey was diverted
by bad weather, and was
hit by heavy enemy
ground fire after flying

into Cambodian airspace,
causing the pilot to make
an emergency landing in
Kampong Cham Province,
Cambodia.

The Huey’s four crew-
men and its four passen-
gers survived the landing,
the report said. One crew-
man was able to evade
being captured by enemy
forces and later returned
to friendly lines. The
other three crewmen and
one passenger were cap-
tured and became prison-
ers of war, with two dying
in captivity and two oth-
ers -- including the pilot --
released by the Vietnam-
ese in 1973.

“Richardson, Price and
Griffin died at the site of
the crash during a fire-
fight with enemy forces,”
the agency determined.

“All three were buried
together in Arlington,”
England said. “It’s over
with now. We have re-
mains and they’re here.”

The story might be over
for the Price siblings, but
the mission to find other
missing soldiers goes on.

“Today there are 1,626
American service mem-
bers that are still unac-

counted for from the
Vietnam War,” the De-
fense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency state-
ment said.

The story also is not
over for Sisson, who
spent three decades in
the Army, retiring in
1998 as a sergeant major.
He said he’s going to get
another POW/MIA
bracelet to replace the
one he’s worn with
honor, with hopes he’ll
someday send it to an-
other soldier’s family.

“I just think that the
family should have it,
knowing someone was
wearing it hoping for him
to come home,” Sisson
said. “He’s back home.”
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