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Longtime Bangor wedding singer, 81, still has a song in his heart
BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE BDN STAFF

At age 81, Lloyd George
has a twinkling smile, an
irrepressibly cheerful na-
ture and a rich baritone
voice. These are some of
the fruits of a long life,
well-lived as a member of
Bangor’s small but histor-
ic and well-established
black community -- a com-
munity he helped build
and is proud to uphold.

Modest by nature and
habit, George has compel-
ling stories to tell about
his family’s long presence
in Bangor, his experience
as a person of color grow-
ing up here in the 1940s
and 1950s, the hard-won
success of his construction
business and the pride he
feels in his own children.

But his eyes light up the
brightest when he talks
about his love of music,
which is grounded in his
religious life and includes
decades of experience as a
popular singer in the Ban-
gor area for weddings and
funerals.

“I’ve sung in every Protes-
tant church in the cities of
Bangor and Brewer,” he said
with pride in his voice. “I’ve
sung at weddings and funer-
als for more than 50 years,
and I’ve loved every minute
of it. It was always an honor.”
‘That fabulous voice’

In fact, George has been
singing since he was about
10 years old, when as a
third-grader at Fairmount
School he was repeatedly
singled out for solos in
school pageants.

“The music teacher was
Mrs. Johnson,” he said. “I’ll
never forget her. She would
always pick me out to sing
the solos, so when the other
kids went home after school
to play, I would stay after
school and practice singing
with her. Didn’t I hate that!”

From the Fairmount
School, George went on to
the Fifth Street Junior High
School. His shop teacher,
who also taught Sunday
school at First Christian
Church on Hammond
Street, persuaded him to
join the youth choir there.

“The director took a lik-
ing to me, and she liked my
voice,” George said, and
pretty soon he was singing

solos with the adult choir,
even though his own family
attended St. John’s Episco-
pal Church on French
Street.

After that, still a junior
high student, he led the
singing at tent revivals --
large gatherings that drew
hundreds of families from
Protestant congregations
throughout the area for a
full day of praise, song,
prayer and food.

“They’d prop me up there
next to the guy with the ac-
cordion,” George recalled.
“We’d sing hymns like ‘Pre-
cious Lord,’ ‘Beyond the
Sunset’ and ‘Oh Glorious
Morning.’ They’d break for
lunch; every family brought
a big picnic basket, and ev-
eryone shared their food.

“It wasn’t long before
people started asking me to
sing at their weddings,” he
said. “Most people wanted a
popular song before the
bride came in and a Chris-
tian song just before they
exchanged rings.

“I’ve sung ‘Ave Maria’ a
thousand times,” he said
with a laugh.

George sang the theme
from the popular movie
“Love Story” at Valerie
Kitchen’s 1971 wedding at
the Hammond Street Con-
gregational Church.

“He was a friend of the
family, and he had done a
lot of carpentry work for
my parents,” Kitchen said.
“I was thrilled to have him
sing at my wedding.”

Recently divorced after
42 years, Kitchen is still ac-
tive with the Hammond
Street church and points
out that George leads a reg-
ular “hymn sing” there, as
he has done for the past 20
years and more.

“He always does a great
job,” she said. “He still has
that fabulous voice.”

George also developed a
niche as a singer at area fu-
neral services.

“Back then, it was com-
mon to have a singer,” he
said. “Now people just
bring a CD.”

George often was ac-
quainted with the deceased,
said Gary Smith, 79, presi-
dent of the Brookings-Smith
Funeral Home in Bangor.

“He would usually say
something about how he
knew the family, to estab-

lish a personal connection
before he sang,” Smith re-
called. “There used to be a
singer at just about every
funeral. We’ve just come
through a period of about
20 years with no singers,
but now it’s coming back
in vogue.”

George said singing at fu-
nerals never made him sad.

“It has meaning,” he
said. “When you sing to the
person who died and their
family, it creates a connec-
tion between you, God and
the person who has died.
It’s a very big honor.” Four
generations in Bangor

George’s father, Edson,
was born in England and
emigrated with his family
to Montreal and then to
Bangor when he was just a
child. There, the family
joined a community of per-
haps 75 black families, most
of whom had followed the
same route from Great Brit-
ain to Canada, then crossed
the border into Maine.

“They worked their
way across the ocean on
ships or as stowaways,”
George said.

Many worked as min-
ers in Fredericton and
Campbellton before com-
ing to Maine with the tim-
ber industry.

“They’d spend all winter
cutting trees, then get on
the log drives in the spring
and ride the rivers down to
Bangor,” he said. “Bangor
is where they got paid.”

Eventually, families of
color settled permanently
in Bangor, joining other im-
migrant groups in the rich,
multicultural melting-pot
that characterized the city
by the mid-1800s. By the
time the Geroge family ar-
rived, the black community
was well-established in
Bangor and Brewer. They
settled in Holden.

George was born in 1934,
at a hospital in Brewer that
is no longer in existence.
One of seven siblings, he
lived with his family in
Holden until he was 3, when
the family moved to the
Fairmount neighborhood of
Bangor.

When he was growing up,
he recalled, it was not un-
common for other children
to call him names, includ-
ing, he said, “the ‘n’ word.”

“Then I had to fight

them,” he said. “After I beat
you up, then I can command
your respect.”

After establishing that
respect, he said, he general-
ly became fast friends with
children of other racial and
ethnic backgrounds, an ap-
proach that would work for
him throughout his life.

When he was 33, George
married his wife, Inez, who
came from Roxbury, Mas-
sachusetts. The couple built
a house and moved to Glen-
burn, where they still live.
They have raised three chil-
dren: their daughters,
Linette and Stacy, who live
and work in the Bangor
area, and their son, Nathan,
who teaches high school
English in Florida. An old-
school work ethic

George grew up working
alongside his father.

“My dad worked days at
Webber Motors on Ham-
mond Street, and in the eve-
nings, he did gardening and
general repairwork, includ-
ing building and repairing
house foundations,” he said.

At the time, many homes
were built on posts and
lacked solid foundations.

“Dad would work his
regular job, and when he
came home, us kids would
bring the shovels and pick-
axes and meet him at the

job site,” he said, “And
then we’d have fun digging
out the cellar.”

Over time, George devel-
oped skill in the construc-
tion trades, with a special
expertise in excavation,
drainage, masonry and sim-
ilar jobs. In 1964, he estab-
lished the Lloyd E. George
Construction Co., bidding
and winning jobs from Pr-
esque Isle to York.

He is quick to acknowl-
edge that affirmative action
policies at the state and fed-
eral levels helped him win
some of these jobs. But that
didn’t mean that Maine
work crews or project man-
agers in the 1960s and 1970s
were open to working with
a black contractor.

In the face of blatant dis-
crimination, such as refus-
ing to sell him materials or
provide laborers, George
had to combine a tough-guy
attitude with resourceful al-
ternatives. One time, he re-
called, he paid a Houlton
concrete contractor to truck
loads to Presque Isle be-
cause no local business
would provide him with the
material. Another time, he
called state regulators
about a manager who was
intentionally obstructing
the project, trying to sabo-
tage George’s work.

Over time, he said, and
with the professional credi-
bility he established with
each job, negative attitudes
abated, and he was awarded
new business based on his
own merit, not to fill affir-
mative action quotas.

“I was the only black con-
tractor in Maine doing this
work,” he said. “But once I
got that business, I kept it.”

Now retired, George re-
mains active in a masonic
lodge and enjoys spending
time with his family. A for-
mer smoker, he suffers
from lung disease and relies
on supplemental oxygen
wherever he goes. A recent
cancer diagnosis has him
worried, but he remains
philosophical.

“When I go, I go,” he
shrugged, smiling. “Life’s
been good to me.”

George still enjoys sing-
ing. In addition to the week-
ly hymn sings he leads at
the Hammond Street Con-
gregational Church, he
holds down the bass section
in the venerable Bangor
Community Chorus, a
group he helped found and
has sung with for 47 years.

“Singing gives me joy,”
he said. “It fills me with
happiness and makes me
feel worthy. When I sing,
somebody else hears me.”
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Lloyd George talks about how his family has lived in the Bangor area for four
generations on Nov. 30 in Bangor. Among his many contributions to the community,
George served as a popular singer at weddings and funerals for many years.

BY DAWN GAGNON
OF THE BDN STAFF

Area police officers
learned a new skill Mon-
day thanks to a program
called American Sign
Language for Police.

While not every officer
has had to communicate
with a deaf or hard of
hearing person, chances
are good that they will at
some point.

According to statistics
compiled by the National
Institute on Deafness and
Other Communication
Disorders, about 15 per-
cent -- or 37.5 million --
Americans report some
trouble hearing.

Monday’s training at the
Bangor Police Department
was provided by TajaRay
Ferland, owner of All Hands
on Deck, a signing skills and
communication company.

The idea was to arm
law enforcement officers
with some American
Sign Language basics so
that they can bridge the
communication gap with
people who are deaf or
hard of hearing until an
interpreter arrives, Fer-
land said.

“This is just about
calming everything
down,” she said, adding
that the class and related
material are in no way a
substitute for providing a
certified sign language
interpreter as the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities
Act requires in most
cases when police inter-
view a deaf suspect.

During the roughly
hour-and-a-half classes,
police officers learned
how to sign yes, no, are
you deaf, do you under-
stand, I called an inter-

preter, help is coming,
calm down, wait, police,
are you high, have you
been drinking, get out
of the car and hands in
the air. They also
learned the hand ges-
tures for license, regis-
trat ion , insurance ,
speeding, and “straight
exam,” or field sobriety
testing, to name a few.

They learned that they
should voice what they
are signing in the event
that the person with
whom they are communi-
cating is able to read lips,
to make eye contact, that
deaf people should only be
read their Miranda rights
through a sign language
interpreter, and that if an
interpreter is declined, to
make sure that a deaf sus-
pect signs off in writing
or via video.

After some role play-

ing, participants got to
try out their new skills
via a Skype session with
Ferland’s friend, Bryant
Smith of Tucson, Arizo-
na, who is deaf and helped
her develop the class.

According to Holden
police Sgt. Eugene Fizell,
coordinator of the Re-
gion 5 Training Council,
the training idea was
presented by Veazie po-
lice Officer Brian Nich-
ols. It was co-sponsored
by the Bangor and Veazie
police departments.

Also while in Bangor,
Ferland taught a session
on a gesture system that
law enforcement can use
to improve officer safety
while dealing with issues
ranging from crowd con-
trol and domestic vio-
lence to warrants, traffic
stops, and drug and sex
crimes.
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Instructor TajaRay Ferland (second from right) helps Bangor
Police Officer Jim Hassard (second from left) with the sign
language he learned in class on Monday, Nov. 30. Bangor
Sgt. Rob Angelo (left) and cadet Sam McCarty look on.

Bangor-area police officers learn sign language basics

Cross Insurance Center
collects food during
holiday concerts

In support of efforts
being made by the City of
Bangor, the Bangor School
Department, and Bangor
Public Health & Communi-
ty Services, Spectra Venue
Management, operators of
Cross Insurance Center
have pledged to collect
non-perishable food dona-
tions during the Broadway
Series kick off concert,
Kenny Rogers: Once Again
It’s Christmas & Hits fea-
turing Linda Davis set for 7
p.m. Dec. 13.

Food donations will be
distributed to local food
pantries including the
Good Shepherd Food Bank
and monetary donations
will go towards heating oil
to be distributed through
the City of Bangor Health
and Community Services
to support qualified fami-
lies and individuals.

Those attending the
Kenny Rogers concert on
Dec. 13 at Cross Insurance
Center are encouraged to
bring healthy non-perish-

able foods including
canned vegetables and
fruit, canned meat and
tuna, cereal, pasta, rice,
peanut butter, juice and
beverages and soups and
sauces. Monetary dona-
tions for heating oil will
also be accepted.

If you are not attending
the show and would still
like to donate, you can
drop your items off at
Cross Insurance Center
any time on Dec. 13 as
well as now until Dec. 23,
at all ten Bangor Schools
and Bangor City Hall.
Your donations are great-
ly appreciated. For addi-
tional information, con-
tact Patricia Hamilton at
992-4550 or Rindy Fogler
at 992-4558.

Tickets to for Kenny
Rogers: Once Again its
Christmas & Hits are still
available. Tickets can be
purchased online at Tick-
etmaster.com, by calling
1-800-745-3000 or in person
at the Cross Insurance
Center box office located
at 515 Main St. in Bangor.
Regular box office hours
are Monday-Friday, 10
a.m.-5 p.m.

Bangor Parks&Rec
offers homeschooling
programs

The Bangor Parks and
Recreation is offering a
new activity program to
area children who are
home schooled. The pro-
gram will have a mixture
of unstructured and struc-
tured physical activity.
During unstructured time,
children will have a chance
to shoot hoops, jump rope,
play pass with a football or
soccer ball, dance, etc.

The structured time
will consist of two activi-
ties led by a member of
the Bangor Parks and Rec-
reation staff and will in-
clude activities such as
sports clinics, fitness
classes, kickball, dodge-
ball, tag games, team
sports and many more.
This program will take
place held 1-2:30 p.m.
Thursdays at the Bangor
Parks Recreation Center,
647 Main St. The cost is
$10 for a six-week session.

Session 1 dates: Dec. 10,
Dec. 17, Jan. 7, Jan. 14,
Jan. 21 and Jan. 28. Ses-

sion 2 dates are Feb. 4,
Feb. 11, Feb. 25, March 3,
March 10 and March 17.

For information or to
register, go to Bangor-
ParksandRec.com or call
992-4490.

French classes offered
for area students

Franco American Pro-
grams at the University of
Maine runs an after school
French program. It is de-
signed for those with no expo-
sure to French and for those
with some experience in the
language. The goal is to make
learning French fun in a safe,
after-school environment.
Classes are held Mondays at
tOld Town Elementary
School and Tuesdays/Thurs-
days in Orono, with onsite
school pick-up.

The teacher is Claude de
Lannee, originally from Paris,
who holds a master’s degree
in art education. Work-study
students that are fluent in
French also assist.

Registrations will be ac-
cepted until Friday, Jan. 15,
for Spring 2016 semester.
Classes will begin Tuesday,

Jan. 19, and will continue for
14 weeks. No classes will be
held during February and
April school breaks. The cost
is $180 per student for the 14-
week spring session.

For information or to regis-
ter, contact the Franco Ameri-
canCentre, 110CrosslandHall,
UMaine at 581-3789, or email
francostudies@maine.edu.

MAC to appoint new
Maine Poet Laureate

The Maine Arts Commis-
sion (MAC) will select a new
Poet Laureate to succeed cur-
rent laureate Wesley McNair,
whohasheldthepositionsince
2011.TheStatePoetLaureateis
appointed for a five-year term
and may be reappointed for a
second term. Submissions will
be accepted through Dec. 22.

Maine’s Poet Laureate posi-
tion is an appointment de-
signed to promote poetry
throughout the state while
honoring an eminent Maine
poet. The position was estab-
lished by Maine statute in
1995.Thedutiesof the laureate
are minimal to ensure maxi-
mum freedom to work on
their own projects, and in-

clude an annual lecture and
reading; participation in the
MAC’s administration of the
Poetry Out Loud project; and
appearances and events to
broaden appreciation and un-
derstanding of, and participa-
tion in, poetry in Maine.

Each laureate brings a dif-
ferent emphasis to the posi-
tion. McNair’s public projects
have included a public address
each Poetry Day, a weekly
newspaper column, and the
Maine Poetry Express initia-
tive. McNair is the state’s
fourth poet laureate. Others
include Kate Barnes, Baron
Wormser, and Betsy Sholl.

To be considered for this
appointment, poets must be
full-time Maine residents and
have a distinguished body of
work. Please submit up to
five poems, totaling no more
than 10 pages, as well as a
one-page statement outlining
your vision for your public
role as Poet Laureate and a
copy of your resume no later
than Dec. 22 to Julie Richard,
Executive Director, Maine
Arts Commission at Julie.
richard@maine.gov. In-
complete submissions will
not be reviewed. For more
info, go to mainearts.com.


