
“‘TheWhole 30’, by Dallas and Melissa
Hartwig.”

ELIZABETH STEVENS, BANGOR

“‘Between theWorld and Me’,’ by
Ta-Nehesi Coates.”

CLARE DAVITT, BANGOR

“‘The Nightingale’ by Kristen Hannah.”
SUSAN DAILEY, BANGOR

“‘My Truck is Stuck,’which I read to my 3
1/2 year old son.”

LISA FRAZELL, BANGOR

“‘What If?’ by Randall Munroe.”
MARY ANNE LANZIKOS, PITTSFIELD

“‘Bazaar of Bad Dreams’ by Stephen
King.”

SHANE LAYMAN, BRADLEY
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“What’s the best newbook
you’ve read recently?”

THEWEEKLY question
Reported by Emily Burnham

New planetarium head aims to
bring cosmos to the community
BY EMILY BURNHAM
OF THE WEEKLY STAFF

All his life, Shawn Laatsch
knew he wanted to work in
astronomy — in particular, in
a planetarium, often the first
place where young people
have an inspiring experience
learning about the cosmos.

Now, a few weeks into his
new job as executive director
of the Maynard F. Jordan
Planetarium and Emera As-
tronomy Center at the Uni-
versity of Maine, Laatsch is
settling comfortably into
Maine life, in the career he
was born to do: educate the
public about space.

“I’ve loved astronomy
since I was a young boy and

my grandfather took me out-
side and showed me constel-
lations,” said Laatsch, who
grew up in Wisconsin. “I
was in second grade and we
visited the planetarium in
my home town. The opera-
tor there asked if anyone
wanted to help, and I raised
my hand. I got to bring the
lights down. I was hooked.”

Laatsch, 45, has worked
in planetariums for his en-
tire career, most recently at
the Imiloa Astronomy Cen-
ter in Hilo, Hawaii, a facili-
ty that holds both a plane-
tarium and a large collec-
tion of galleries, which in-
terweaves astronomy and
Hawaiian culture. It’s not
far from the Mauna Kea Ob-

servatories, one of the most
renowned astronomical fa-
cilities in the world.

As a science educator, he’s
passionate about making
what might seem too aca-
demic easily understandable
to the general public. One of
his primary goals as director
is the open up the facility to
the public in more ways than
simply hosting weekend star
shows — which, of course, it
does, offering an ever-chang-
ing variety of programs at 7
p.m. on Fridays and 2 p.m. on
Sundays throughout the
school year, with additional
programs during school va-
cations.

See LAATSCH on Page 2

EMILY BURNHAM/THE WEEKLY

Shawn Laatsch is the new director of the Maynard F. Jordan Planetarium and Emera
Astronomy Center at the University of Maine. He comes to campus after stints
directing planetariums in Hawaii and Kentucky.


