
“I’d like to see 1776.”
CORENNA O’BRIEN, BANGOR

“To the 1960s.”
JESSICA SORENSEN, AUGUSTA

“The Civil War era.”
AARON HART, ORRINGTON

“I want to go to dinosaur world.”
LIAMWALSH, LINCOLN

“Prehistoric times.”
ANDREW LITTLEFIELD, VEAZIE

“The 1950s. Those were good years.”
CHERYL DYER, DOVER-FOXCROFT
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“What periodwould youwant
to travel back in time to?”

THEWEEKLY question
Reported by Emily Burnham

UMaine seniors design ‘ideal’
facility for wounded veterans
BY JODI HERSEY
SPECIAL TO THE WEEKLY

University of Maine se-
nior Jake Harriman is
working overtime this se-
mester.

When he’s not in class
or studying for an exam,
the engineering student
from Augusta can be found
working alongside four
other civil and environ-
mental engineering class-
mates to design a year-
round recreational and
therapeutic building for
wounded warriors at the
Travis Mills Foundation’s
Maine Chance Lodge in
Kennebec County.

It’s all part of the
group’s senior capstone
project, but this particu-
lar assignment means so
much more to Harriman
than simply earning a
passing grade.

“No matter what, I want
to produce a great prod-
uct. But there’s that added
aspect that it’s for fami-
ly,” said Harriman. “Tra-
vis’ wife Kelsey is my
cousin, so I’ve known him
since they’ve been mar-
ried. And I know how
much the foundation and
this retreat means to him
so I’m not taking it light-
ly. It has a special place in
our hearts more than a

regular design project.”
Last year, Harriman

sat down with Mills, a re-
tired U.S. Army Staff Ser-
geant and quadruple am-
putee, to go over his vi-
sion for the lodge. That’s
when Mills explained his
desire for a recreational
hall, improved parking
and a safe pedestrian
crossing area from the
overnight lodges that sit
on one side of Castle Is-
land Road to the recre-
ational building that sits
on the other side.

See MILLS on Page 2
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The UMaine design team seeking to create a blueprint for a fully function wounded
veteran rehab and health center includes, left to right: Niko Haritos, Evan McMahon,
Jacob Harriman (project manager), Nicholas Ames, and Evan Waddell.
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