
“My cabbage patch kid doll.”
BETSY JOHNSTON, HAMPDEN

“My toy plane.”
DREW GILMORE, HAMPDEN

“My bicycle.”
FAITH GRIFFITH, BANGOR

“My American Girl doll. But I’m still a
kid!.”

ANNABELLE JOHNSTON, HAMPDEN

“An Etch-A-Sketch.”
GEORGE KINGHORN, BANGOR

“Jacks. I loved to play jacks.”
KAT JOHNSON, HAMPDEN
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“Whatwas your favorite toy as
a child?”

THEWEEKLY question
Reported by Emily Burnham

Winterport man constructs
countless little red ‘Carts forKids’
BY EMILY BURNHAM
OF THE WEEKLY STAFF

Winterport resident
Bill Dorrity’s father told
him to always triple check
everything.

“Check it twice, and
then check it once,” said
Dorrity, last week. “So
I’m always sure.”

It’s served him well,
considering that over the
past 17 years, Dorrity has
hand-built nearly 5,000 lit-
tle red wooden push carts
for fostered, orphaned,
sick or disabled children.
At age 90, he has hardly
slowed down, with 140
carts currently sitting in
his garage, waiting to be
painted and sent off to the
Barbara Bush Children’s

rHospital in Portland and
to other children’s disabil-
ity centers in Maine, and
another few dozen others
ready to be assembled.

In fact, Dorrity says as-
sembling all the elements
of the carts — from cut-
ting the wood with his
table saw to assembling
the wheels and screwing
all the parts together — is
what keeps him young.
It’s what gives him pur-
pose in life.

“I don’t think you’ll
find a lot of 90-year-olds
that keep as busy as I do,”
said Dorrity. “I’m a tool.
I’m God’s tool. I don’t
build carts. I build happy
children.”

The cart project began
in 1999, when Dorrity, then

living just outside of
Charleston, South Caroli-
na with his wife, Alise, vis-
ited Low Country Orphan
Relief, an orphanage
where she volunteered.
The social workers there
were charged with placing
the children with foster
families would load up
clothes, toys and other
supplies for the kids into a
big bag and send them off
to their foster homes.

Dorrity thought the kids
could use something more
substantial to carry their
things — their only world-
ly possessions.

See CARTS on Page 2
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Bill Dorrity shows off a finished wooden carts in his home in Winterport Tuesday.
Dorrity makes hundreds of red carts for orphans and sick kids to play with.
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