
“I do love baseball games, although I
haven’t been to one in a while.”

KATHY HUNT, BANGOR

“Basketball. I used to play.”
LUKE LEAVITT, BANGOR

“A Red Sox game. Sit in the bleachers
with the one beer you can afford.”

MANDY OLVER,WINTERPORT

“My husband plays golf, and I like to
watch.”

CYNTHIA CAVANAUGH, BANGOR

“I like basketball.”
KYLE LEFOR, PATTEN

“Basketball. I played for Southern
Aroostook High School.”

MATAYA HARTIN, ORONO
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“What’s your favorite athletic
event to see played live?”

THEWEEKLY question
Reported by Emily Burnham

Many voices to bring BSO’s
“La Boheme” to vibrant life
BY EMILY BURNHAM
OF THE WEEKLY STAFF

Before he was a wine
merchant — and before he
was the lead singer in local
hard rock band OneSixty-
One — Eric Mihan was an
opera singer.

Though his operatic skills
have been set aside for a de-
cade, this Sunday Mihan,
owner of Bangor Wine &
Cheese Company in down-
town Bangor, will take the
stage for the first time since
2006 to perform with the Ban-
gor Symphony Orchestra in
its season-closing concert: a
semi-staged performance of
Puccini’s “LaBoheme,” set for
3 p.m. Sunday, April 24 at the
Collins Center for the Arts.

“I’ve known about this
for a year, so I’ve had plenty
of time to prepare for it. But
I’m still really determined
to make sure I do the best
job I possibly can,” said
Mihan, 37, a classically
trained vocalist who will
sing the bass-baritone role
of Colline. “I want people to
know that I can really sing.
I’m putting a lot of pressure
on myself.”

The BSO’s “La Boheme”
will be the first time in re-
cent memory (possibly the
first time ever) that the ven-
erable orchestra performs a
full opera. Excerpts and arias
from various operas have
been performed at the BSO’s
yearly choral concert, tradi-
tionally the final concert of

the season, held in April. But
a full opera — with light stag-
ing and costuming — is a
first for the BSO.

“The idea originated when
[BSO executive director]
Brian Hinrichs mentioned
that ‘La Boheme’ would turn
120 the same year that the
BSO would turn 120, which is
this year,” said music direc-
tor Lucas Richman. “Also,
we always have a very strong
response to our choral con-
cert. And, of course, there is
an audience here that has al-
ways been rabidly devoted to
opera, which is even more
devoted now with the Met in
HD broadcasts.”

See BSO on Page 2
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Left to right, Sascha Zaburdaeva, Lucas Richman, Eric Mihan, Kaitlyn Parker Bray
and Isaac Bray, performing selections from Puccini’s “La Boheme” at the Bangor
Symphony Orchestra’s soiree fundraiser in early April. Neither Bray nor Parker-Bray
will be singing at the April 24 concert.


