
“‘In the Heart of the Sea.’”
LAURA HILLER, HAMPDEN

“‘Finding Dory.’”
ANDY PHILLIPS,

NEWHAMPTON, NEWHAMPSHIRE

“I went to a Hitchcock double feature at
The Alamo in Bucksport and saw ‘Rear

Window’ and ‘Vertigo.’”
GREG EDWARDS BANGOR

“‘The Boys of Summer.”
NICOLE ARONIWITZ, HAMPDEN

“‘Faster, Pussycat! Kill! Kill!’”
MOLLY PICONE, BANGOR

“‘Finding Dory.’”
MCKENZEY LANE, LINCOLN
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Indian Island students create
Warhol-inspired self-portraits

ORONO — Instead of typi-
cal school photos, eighth-
graders at the Indian Island
School created Andy Warhol-
inspired photographic silk-
screen self-portraits for their
graduation images.

The student pop art produc-
tions, along with several War-
hol pieces on loan from the
University of Maine Museum
of Art in Bangor, are on exhib-
it at the Minsky Culture Lab in
Hudson Museum at the Uni-
versity of Maine.

Michael E. Vermette, Indi-
an Island School art teacher,
likes that the project engaged
youth to decide, based on
their character preferences,
how they wanted to repre-
sent themselves.

“The most rewarding part
of this project was seeing the
expressions on each of the

students’ faces,” he says.
“They were really translated
into an Andy Warhol print
that they created with their
own hands and that made
them smile.”

Students found the endeav-
or challenging and gratifying,
as well.

“The fun thing ... was to ex-
perience just how much my
portrait looked like me and
how I can be in control of the
emotions I portray,” Apem-
seim Galipeau wrote in her
artist statement.

Mia Sockabasin wrote that
it was empowering to express
herself with the same tech-
nique that Warhol — who
said everyone would be fa-
mous for 15 minutes — used
to produce portraits of Mari-
lyn Monroe and Jackie Ken-
nedy Onassis.

Vermette, who earned a
bachelor’s degree in fine arts in
painting from Maine College of
Art and a certificate in art edu-
cation at UMaine, plans to do
the project again because of the
positive ways it impacted this
year’s eighth-graders.

Jacob Burns, for instance,
wrote he enjoyed the artistic
process and the final result.

“I really would not change a
thing because I think it looks
perfect,” he said.

An opening reception for the
show, titled Wabanaki Por-
traits from the Indian Island
School, was held July 14, and
students were presented with
certificates. The show runs
through the end of August.

Hudson Museum hours are
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday, and from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday.
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eighth-graders at the Indian Island School created Andy Warhol-inspired photographic
silkscreen self-portraits for their graduation images.


