
“41 feet.”
RACHEL HAND, BANGOR

“40 feet.”
KATIE BJORK, BANGOR

“50 feet.”
TOM JONES, GLENBURN

“30 feet. It seemed taller when the
casino and the Cross Center

weren’t there.”
BRITTANY RAY,MILBRIDGE

“37 and a half feet.”
DOUG ELLIS, HUDSON FLORIDA

“25 feet.”
MATTMACKENZIE, HOLDEN
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NOTE: The Paul Bunyan Statue is 31 feet tall.

“How tall do you think the
Paul Bunyan statue is?”

THEWEEKLY question
Reported by Emily Burnham

Got News?
Send us news from your community.
Email: weekly@bangordailynews.com

Write: One Merchants Plaza, Bangor, ME 04402
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PHOTO COURTESY OF ASPEN DENTAL

A group of dental professionals, including Dr. Genko Stanilov, who works in the Bangor Aspen
Dental office, recently went to Tanzania to provide services to impoverished children and
families, many of whom had never seen a toothbrush or floss before.

BANGOR — While many of
us spend our vacation time at
the beach or with family, a
local Bangor dentist put his
professional skills to good
use during his free time re-
cently with a dental mission
trip to Tanzania.

Dr. Genko Stanilov, who
works in the Bangor Aspen
Dental office, recently trav-
eled with a group of fellow
Aspen Dental volunteers to
the rural area surrounding
the city of Arusha in Tanza-
nia to operate four makeshift
dental “offices.” In just four
days the Aspen Dental team

provided desperately needed
free dental care to more than
600 Tanzanians.

From extractions to clean-
ings and fillings, Stanilov
and the Aspen Dental team
took part in a mission to al-
leviate the most urgent den-
tal needs and to improve the
oral health of the residents.
Operating in poor conditions,
the team of dentists and hy-
gienists performed care with-
out running water or elec-
tricity, and had patients sit
in lawn chairs and old barber
chairs to receive treatment.
Translators helped deter-

mine patient’s needs and the
team went to work.

The Maasai communities in
this remote area of Tanzania
live in poverty and many have
never seen a toothbrush or
floss before. It’s a place where
many residents suffer from
fluorosis, a condition which
causes teeth to become brittle
and brown due to high levels
of fluoride from volcanic ac-
tivity in nearby Mount Meru.

“Pain is the same any-
where in the world,” Stan-
lilov said. “We just need to be
compassionate enough to rec-
ognize it.”

Local Bangor Dentist Helps Tanzanians Smile


