
“Swimming.”
SHIRLEY GOODE,WINTERPORT

“The gymnastics.”
JOEY GOODE,WINTERPORT

“Gymnastics. Especially this year.”
KELLY CONNELL, HOLDEN

“I liked watching the equestrian stuff
when I was a kid.”
NINA SIMONSEN, BANGOR

“I love the back stories of all the
athletes and finding out how they got

to where they are.”
JERI MISLER,WINTERPORT

“Swimming.”
SALLIEMEADE, PRINCETON,NEW JERSEY
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“What is your favorite part of
this year’s Olympics?”

THEWEEKLY question
Reported by Emily Burnham

Maine TroopGreeters close
tomakingmuseum a reality
BY JODI HERSEY
SPECIAL TO THE WEEKLY

The Maine Troop Greet-
ers, an all volunteer group
made up of men, women and
veterans dedicated to greet-
ing troops any time, day or
night, at the Bangor Interna-
tional Airport, may be get-
ting older, but they aren’t
slowing down. The group is
putting in some long hours
these days in an effort to
make the Maine Troop
Greeters Museum a reality.

“The troop greeters re-
ally became active in 2003
and it started completely
spontaneously. People
were coming out and meet-
ing flights. Over the course
of almost 14 years, we’ve
had more than 1.5 million
greeting experiences. But
if you tell someone you

greet troops, it doesn’t tell
the story,” explained
Troop Greeter Gil Cory.
“It’s like being on drugs.
You want more.”

Since troop flights are
down at BIA, Gil Cory,
Cathy Czarnecki and doz-
ens of other troop greeters
are getting their high by
fundraising for the muse-
um. The goal is to collect
$500,000 for an interactive
museum located in the
hallway that connects the
main terminal building to
the international building
at BIA. It’s something
that’s always been in the
back of greeters’ minds, es-
pecially with the mass
amounts of memorabilia
they’ve collected over the
years from soldiers.

“There are 5,800 coins,
2,400 patches. We’ve got

over 3,000 decals and thou-
sands of photos that are all
being cataloged and
scanned, put into the com-
puter and saved,” said
Czarnecki. “We also have a
fallen heroes book going
way back to 2001 and 2002
and that has been emotion-
al. When we’d have a flight
come home that lost some-
one, they’d all be huddled
around that book. One sol-
dier even left a rosary and
a beautiful note in that
book. It’s very nice.”

All of the items are cur-
rently in the troop greeter
room located on the second
floor of the airport, which
is only open when a greet-
er is there. But the collec-
tion far exceeds the square
footage of the room itself.

See TROOP on Page 2

COURTESY MAINE TROOP GREETERS

Cathy Czarnecki and Gil Cory pose with some of the many items that will be part of
the future Maine Troop Greeters Museum at Bangor International Airport.


