
“Paddy Murphy’s.”
SHANNON ESTRELLA, BANGOR

“Giacomo’s.”
RYAN ROBINSON, BANGOR

“Harvest Moon Deli.”
SUSAN BOUDREAU,MARIAVILLE

“We both like Harvest Moon Deli!”
ELMER (LEFT) AND ISAK, ORRINGTON

“Umami.”
TESLA NEWELL, BANGOR

“Evenroods.”
SANDRA BRANDT, HERMON
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“Where’s your favoriteplace to
eatlunchindowntownBangor?”

THEWEEKLY question
Reported by Emily Burnham

Bangor native gets $1M prize for
pioneering archaeology work
BY EMILY BURNHAM
OF THE WEEKLY STAFF

World-renowned archae-
ologist and 1997 graduate of
Bangor High School Sarah
Parcak has been awarded
the TED Foundation’s 2016
TED Prize, a $1 million prize
given to an individual with a
wish to “change the world.”

Parcak, 36, the daughter
of longtime Bangor resi-
dents John and Marjorie
Parcak and wife to fellow
archaeologist Gregory
Mumford, is a pioneering
“satellite archaeologist,”
who uses satellite images to
uncover archaeological
sites. That technology is
now also used to protect

sites in the Middle East and
elsewhere from looters who
wish to sell priceless antiq-
uities on the black market.
The funds from the sale of
these items have been
linked to terrorism and
drug trafficking, according
to Parcak.

“The last four and half
years have been horrific for
archaeology. I’ve spent a lot
of time, as have many of my
colleagues, looking at the
destruction,” said Parcak,
in a press release sent out
Nov. 9 by the TED Founda-
tion. “This Prize is not
about me. It’s about our
field. It’s about the thou-
sands of men and women
around the world, particu-

larly in the Middle East,
who are defending and pro-
tecting sites.”

The TED Prize will allow
Parcak to pursue in full an
important project, details of
which will be revealed at
the annual TED Confer-
ence, set for February 2016
in Vancouver, British Co-
lumbia. Previous winners
of the award include Bill
Clinton, Bono, Jamie Oliver
and nearly 20 others. Par-
cak, who gave a TED Talk
in 2012, has been the subject
of numerous TV programs,
including the BBC’s 2011
documentary “Egypt: What
Lies Beneath.”

See Parcak, Page 3
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Sarah Parcak, a 1997 graduate of Bangor High School, has been awarded the TED
Prize, a $1 million prize given to someone with “a wish to change the world.” Parcak
is a world-renowned archaeologist specializing in satellite images of archaelogical
sites, using images and other means to ascertain what ruins and antiquities might lie
beneath the surface.


