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For BCS students, some of life’s most
important lessons aren’t in a textbook

By Aimee Thibodeau, BDN Special Sections

Some of life’s most important lessons don’t come from textbooks. At Brewer
C ommun i t y School, students are encouraged to be part of their

communities, giving back in ways that truly make a
difference.

“As one of our goals
for the year, the
student council
decided to reach
out to the elders
in our
c o m m u n i t y
who reside at
[Brewer Center for Health and
Rehabilitation],” said Tom Burby, BCS
Student Council adviser. “After
coordinating with Patricia Nutter, who
is in charge of activities at the center,
students began visiting residents on a
monthly basis.”

During the year, students in fifth
to eighth grades ran a Bingo game,
gave manicures to residents,

visited on Valentine’s Day to deliver cards made by BCS second and third grade
students, and ran an “I Love Lucy” marathon.
Some of the residents at Brewer Rehab also attended two basketball games at

the school.
“At the the intermission, the cheerleaders

put on their award-winning show for the elders
and the players spent time with them, shaking
their hands and thanking them for coming,”
Burby said.
To culminate the project, students conducted

interviews with the residents, which lasted
anywhere from 10 to 40 minutes. These were

videotaped and are on YouTube, currently unlisted but shared with family
members and Brewer Rehab.
The project left a lasting impression with the students, who made strong

connections with the Brewer Rehab residents they came to know.
“Young people are cared for and protected from so many things that we

might forget that they are part of the entire community and that involves the
very old, a demographic they rarely, if ever, get to be with,” Burby said. “School
is so much more than a building and a group of adults set to guide and care for
kids. School is the world and the teachers are many and varied. Kids need help
finding those teachers in the world outside of the school building.”

A Brewer Community School student interviews a resident at Brewer Center for Health and Rehabilitation.
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A Brewer Community School student interacts with a resident at Brewer Center for Health and Rehabilitation.
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