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What inspires a man from New Jersey to
move with his family to Baileyville, Maine?
And how does that man go from farming
feed crops and animals to winning this
year’s Outstanding Tree Farmer Award?
Part of the answer is 30 years of hard work
and perseverance, but there is something
more. Wayne Coleman and his wife, Peggy,

were determined to seek the best life they
could for their family -- whatever it took.
For them, that meant moving north
amongst the trees.

Wayne, Peggy, and their four children
lived on a farm in New Jersey. They grew
nearly everything they ate, including feed
crops for their cows and pigs.

“We wanted to know what we were
eating,” said Wayne. “Farming was a big
part of my and my wife’s families.”

There came a time, however, when
Wayne recognized that he was missing out
on spending time with his family.

“I was in the barn mornings, nights and
weekends. I spent vacations planting and
picking. I wanted to be part of my family
more, and have my kids be with me.”

The Colemans were already accustomed
to challenges, and not just the challenges of
farm life. Wayne is a war veteran.

“After I got out of Vietnam,” he said, “I
had a hard time. My wife stuck with me. We
made up our minds that we were going to
make things work.”

Wayne and Peggy had been camping in
Maine, and began to consider buying
property here.

“We had thoughts, but no concrete
plans,” he said.

Their funds were limited, and they heard
that a farm might be cheaper than a camp,
so they took the plunge and bought their
first 60-acre parcel in 1987.

They moved to Baileyville knowing no
one. They were starting from scratch, but
their shared dedication paid off. Peggy ran
the household. Wayne started out in the oil
burner business and took on the job of
learning how to manage their forested lot

during his free time.
“A lot of things seemed to go wrong at

the beginning, but we were determined.”
Wayne bought his second 60-acre parcel

in 2005. Through wise management and
stewardship, he has reaped many benefits.
First, he has a beautiful recreational
property to live on and enjoy, filled with
coyotes, foxes, rabbits, and deer. He
provides his own firewood, enjoys some
extra income, and connects with his local
community through hosting church tours,
paper mill tours, Cub Scout and Boy Scout
visits, hayrides, and more.

Wayne converses easily, with an appealing
combination of confidence, humility, and
gratitude. He had learned a fair amount
about tree work from his upbringing – his
family cut and heated with firewood
throughout his life - but part of Wayne’s
success in Maine came from the fact that he
sought guidance from local experts.

“The Management Assistance Program
helped me when I first started. Professional
foresters came and helped me, hoping to
buy my wood at fair market price. It
benefitted both of us. They helped me make
sustainable woodlots.”

Later he found more helpful connections
through Maine Woodland Association and
the Small Woodland Owners Association
of Maine.

Loveof landand family earnsBaileyvilleman
OutstandingTreeFarmerAward
BY ROBIN CLIFFORD WOOD

PHOTO COURTESY OF GRETCHEN HELDMANN, COORDINATOR FOR THE MAINE TREE FARM PROGRAM

Wayne and Peggy Coleman

see love of land Page 4


