
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES • Bangor Daily News Special Advertising Section • May 13, 2016 3

Nationally certified Paramedic Shaun St.
Germain is relatively new to the Maine

Department of Public Safety’s Office of Maine
EMS, having been appointed to take over as its
director after Jay Bradshaw retired from that
position last August.

But he is hardly new to the field.
“I got my start way back in 1988,

volunteeringforasmallserviceinBrattleboro,
Vermont,” he said.

What sparked his interest in Maine
emergency medical services?

“It might be genetic,” he laughed. His father,
John St. Germain, was employed as a licensing
agent at Maine EMS in its early years, back in
the 1980s. The younger St. Germain completed
an EMT course, then went on for his EMT-
Intermediate, and eventually enrolled in
Paramedic school in New Hampshire,
graduating in 1992.

For the next five years, he progressed
through the ranks of volunteer and paid, private

and fire department services, and in 1997 came
to work for Portland Fire Department, while
also earning an undergraduate degree in
business administration.

He left Maine in 2012 to teach in a Paramedic
program in Maryland for three years, and has
now returned to Maine and enrolled in studies
towards a graduate degree in public
administration from Norwich University.

“As director of EMS, I see my role as that of
facilitator— helping our EMS providers do their
job even better,” he said. “We are blessed with
good people—in our state and regional offices,
and at the street level. There is a lot of strength
in the system. There may be some healthy
disagreement as to how to get there, but we all
fundamentally agree as to where we need to go.”

“Tothecreditofmypredecessors,JayBradshaw
and Kevin McGinnis before him, our Community
Paramedicine initiative is strong, and we are now
developing legislation to change it from pilot to
permanent status,” St. Germain said.

And there is a great deal of excitement
statewide about the inaugural CP 360 Maine
Community Paramedicine Conference,
coming up in South Portland during 2016
EMS week.

“A group of us from Maine recently travelled
across the country to Washington to attend the
National Resuscitation Academy, with an eye
toward training our trainers and developing
Maine as the East Coast focus of cutting edge
education, just as Seattle is on the West Coast,”
he added.

St. Germain will preside, along with members
of the Maine EMS Board, at the annual EMS
Awards Ceremony, at 2 p.m. Tuesday, May 17 at
the Hall of Flags at the State House. The public
is invited to attend the event, and to gather
afterwards, weather permitting, for a
ceremonial wreath laying at the Maine EMS
Memorial and Education Center site, on the
capitol grounds between the Fire and Law
Enforcement memorials.
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