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Over the course of 15 American Folk Festivals, despite widespread recognition of
the popularity of the annual event on Bangor’s waterfront, only a handful of artists
have been fortunate enough to return to play a second time. The Jeff Little Trio has
an even more rare distinction, having been to the American Folk Festival two years
in a row — in 2006 and 2007.

With few exceptions, the piano does not play a prominent part in Appalachian
or Americana music, and is rarely the lead instrument. But Jeff Little is an
exception – and a remarkable one. His distinctive two-handed style, much
influenced by the mountain flat-picked guitar tradition, is breathtaking in its
speed, precision and clarity.

Little’s involvement with fiddle tunes, old time country, and traditional blues
dates to his growing up in Boone, North Carolina, where his family owned a music
shop. The shop was a regular gathering place for musicians who would just stop by
to pick a few tunes. At an early age, Little would regularly sit in with many of the
musicians from the region, including one of America’s most influential: Doc Watson.
These influences helped shape Little’s approach to the piano which is based on these
deep musical traditions. But there is also an echo of more contemporary mountain
tradition in Jeff’s performances.

In addition to performing twice at the American Folk Festival in Bangor, Little
has performed at the National Folk Festival, American Piano Masters, The
Smithsonian Institution, and in 2014 he was inducted into the Blue Ridge Music Hall
of Fame. Little also can be heard on his four CDs that have been released, and has
been heard on NPR and PBS, as well.

The East Pointers come out of Prince Edward Island, performing traditional
music, which has become an American Folk Festival staple over the years. The
group is made up of three musicians who are very accomplished on their own,
although collectively they have formed a super-trio with a versatile and modern take
on traditional music from their heritage.

“We set out to play traditional music but put a modern spin on it,” Jake Charron,
guitarist for The East Pointers told Timber and Steel in 2015. “We’ve always loved
listening to trad music and it started to feel like a lot of people out there would like
it too if they had access to it. Maybe some of these new ideas would make it more
accessible to some people. We just had a lot of new tunes on the go and decided, why
not make a full album?”

The East Pointers’ first original full-length album, Secret Victory, features 10
original tracks written by the band’s three members. Guitarist Jake Charron,
fiddler Tim Chaisson and his cousin, banjo player Koady Chaisson, wrote the album
while on tour in Australia in early 2015.

“We spent Christmas down (in Australia) this past year so we took those days off
(to write),” Charron told Timber and Steel. “I think even between soundcheck at
shows you can come up with little ideas. Over time we started to work on ideas, came
home and jumped into the studio.”

After an EP earned the group a number of music nominations and awards in
Canada, the full length album has only put the band in greater demand. Over the
past year, The East Pointers have performed in locations around the world including
the UK, Australia, and extensive touring in their home country of Canada.

“In Canada, we grew up with more than one Celtic influence,” Charron, told Timber
and Steel. “The PEI boys grew up playing predominantly Scottish tunes, but there’s
also in Ontario, where I’m from, the Irish tradition is very strong and also the French-
Canadian tradition. So we’re sort of a blend of Celtic traditions and influences.”

The East Pointers’ world travels have included Maine, although this is the group’s
first performance at the American Folk Festival.

Jeff Little Trio The East Pointers

The East Pointers perform:
Friday, 7:45 p.m. BDN Railroad Stage
Saturday, Noon EMHS Two Rivers Stage (String Theory Talk / Demo session)
Saturday, 4:15 p.m. EMHS Two Rivers Stage
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. LL Bean Penobscot Stage
Sunday, 1 p.m. EMHS Two Rivers Stage (Fiddle Traditions Talk / Demo session)
Sunday, 3:15 p.m. EMHS Two Rivers Stage

The Jeff Little Trio performs:
Saturday, Noon EMHS Two Rivers Stage (String Theory Talk / Demo session)
Saturday, 2:15 p.m. BDN Railroad Stage
Saturday, 5 p.m. LL Bean Penobscot Stage (Swing Explosion Talk / Demo session)
Saturday, 6:15 p.m. LL Bean Penobscot stage
Sunday, 2 p.m. BDN Railroad Stage


