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An ambitious, challenging and expensive
construction project is now under way
along the shores of the Piscataqua River.
The beautiful new Sarah Long Bridge is
destined to become an iconic landmark
linking Kittery and Portsmouth for the
next 100 years.

The current Sarah Mildred Long Bridge,
built in 1940, provides a regional connection
between Maine and New Hampshire and is
the critical backup route in case of
disruption on the I-95 bridge. SML carries
commercial traffic along the US Route 1
Bypass, including movement of people and
goods to the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in
Kittery that employs 4,200 workers.

Maine and New Hampshire have agreed
to replace the Sarah Mildred Long Bridge
with a shared cost of approximately $170
million including a $25 million federal

TIGER grant. Crews from Maine-based
Cianbro Corporation began construction
last January and are proceeding on
schedule to have the new bridge open to
traffic in September 2017, with a full
completion date of June 2018.

The new bridge’s stunning design was
the result of a robust public participation
initiative, as well as an innovative
collaboration between designers,
contractors, and officials with the Maine
and New Hampshire Departments of
Transportation. The open sheaves atop
four 200-foot concrete towers honor the
working waterfront culture and history of
the region.

The bridge will have a taller 56-foot
vertical clearance in its “resting” position
resulting in approximately 68% fewer bridge
openings. The movable “hybrid” span lifts to

allow passage of tall vessels and lowers to
railroad track level for trains to cross.

The new SML lift span weighs
approximately 2,000 tons, using 1,300 tons
of steel. Additionally, the bridge has
approximately 125,000 tons of concrete and
6,785 tons of asphalt. Conversely, the
demolition of the current bridge is
expected to see the removal of 29,000 tons
of concrete, 5,111 tons of steel, and 9,973
tons of asphalt. All materials will be
recycled as much as possible.

MaineDOT has designed a traffic plan

that minimizes impacts to travelers during
construction. The existing bridge is
scheduled to be closed from Nov. 1, 2016
until Sept. 1, 2017, with traffic being
detoured during that time.

The Sarah Mildred Long Bridge is the
most expensive bridge project Maine has
ever undertaken. With new technologies,
an innovative design and a commitment
to the highest quality craftsmanship from
all involved, MaineDOT expects this
bridge will be safe and reliable for
generations to come.
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