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Whoopie Pie Café’s James Gallagher
Maine’s Young Enterpreneur Award

At 27 years old, James Gallagher has one
sweet job. He’s the owner of the Whoopie

Pie Café in Bangor and Brewer, and he’s
hoping to soon open a third location with
more production space. He was recently
named the Maine Small Business
Administration’s Young Entrepreneur of the
Year for 2016. But despite all his business’s
success, Gallagher says he doesn’t feel much
like a “young” entrepreneur.

“It’s not that I don’t feel young, but I
don’t feel an age where I fit in with my
age,” explained Gallagher. “Everyone else
is doing their own thing. I go to work and
love what I do and it doesn’t feel like work.”

Gallagher, who owned seven different
businesses by the time he was 24, gave
them all up to refocus and dedicate his time
solely to the Whoopie Pie Café.

“I ended up selling all the other businesses
which I believe is why the brand is having
such great success because I’m not being
pulled in different directions,” he said.

Donald Smith at Penobscot Federal
Credit Union was so impressed with
Gallagher’s work ethic; he ended up
nominating him for the SBA’s Young
Entrepreneur of the Year award.

“James impressed me from the day I met
him. He rarely slows down and is always
thinking of ways to promote and grow his
business,” said Smith. “James is a perfect
example of how a local credit union and the
SBA can help young business owners
achieve success.”

Gallagher said tourists are some of his
best customers because they can’t resist
the delectable treat.

“The whoopie pie is the official Maine
state treat. So a lot of tourists come through

to grab a whoopie pie, like they grab a
lobster or Moxie soda because that’s what
we’re known for,” explained Gallagher.
“The Plain Jane chocolate with the vanilla
is the best seller.”

Gallagher has 35 whoopie pie flavors
available at his two locations including
dark chocolate with caramel sea salt filling
and Maine blueberry cheesecake. But his
café doesn’t just sell desserts.

“We have sandwiches, salads, pasta and
grilled cheese. All our sandwiches are on
homemade bread and they’re quite large,
like the size of a dinner plate, so most
people share one unless they’re really
hungry,” he said.

For the past three years, Gallagher has
competed in the Maine Whoopie Pie Festival
in Dover-Foxcroft and returned home with
several awards. He’s hoping to make a repeat
performance at this year’s event in June.

“It’s fun because you’re competing with
others in the whoopie pie space,” he said.
“In Maine everyone grew up with their
moms or grandmothers eating whoopie
pies and there’s a lot of work and a kind of
a science to get the cake to rise just so.”

Gallagher has obviously mastered the
technique and found the perfect recipe for
success by creating a small business where
he can have his cake and eat it, too.
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