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Alumni Connection
Name: David Haluska
Graduated: 2004
Hometown: Orrington

Post-Graduation:University of Maine,
bachelor’s degree in Biological Engineering
(2008); Boston University Henry M. Goldman
School of Dental Medicine, DMD, 2012

Career:Because I graduated as salutatorian
ofmy class, I chose to go on toUMainewith
their Top Scholar Award tuitionwaiver. I
studied biological engineering andwas part
of theHonors College. At UMaine, I was
president of the Alpha PhiOmega service
fraternity andwas amember of theGolden
KeyHonor Society and Senior Skulls. I also
was involved in various research projects.
Eventually, it became clear that I was not
interested in pursuing engineering or research
as a career, and I began applying tomed
schools and dental schools. The business-
owner aspect and excellentwork-life balance
of dentistry tipped the scales in favor of dental
school, and I enrolled at BostonUniversity.
While in dental school, Imarried Jennie
D’Amico (BHS class of 2006). Since completing
my dental degree, I haveworked at offices in

Waterville, Augusta, Ellsworth, and Bangor.
These days, I dividemy time betweenCreative
Dental Solutions in Bangor andNewEngland
Denture Center in Ellsworth. Jennie and I have
two children, Edmund (3 years) andMatilda (3
months). At some point in the not-too-distant
future I amhoping to start or purchasemy
owndental practice.

Words of Wisdom: Be judicious about
how much you spend on your post-
secondary education, especially if, like
most students, you must borrow [money].
Maybe consider going to community
college and transferring if you’re unsure
what you wish to study at first. Clearly,
higher education can be both enriching on
a personal level and lay the groundwork
for a more lucrative career. However,
despite going to UMaine for free and
living very frugally while in dental school
in Boston, I still ended up with student
loans totaling a sum that initially exceeded
my house mortgage! It is not easy to dig
out from a mountain of student loan debt
while you are establishing your life and
career, so make sure you are investing in
yourself wisely.

Name: Jeff Sawyer
Graduated: 1973
Hometown: Orrington

Extracurricular Activities: Astronomy Club,
Debate Club, Junior Exhibition (speech), class
president (sophomore year), one-act play
(senior year)

Post-Graduation: University of Maine,
bachelor’s degree in zoology (1977); New
England College of Optometry (1981)

Career: I went through optometry school on
an Army scholarship and did about seven years
active duty [after school]. I retired from theMaine
Air National Guard in 2008 as a colonel. I was
theMedical Group Commander. I came back
toMaine in 1988. My father was an optometrist
in town [Bangor, at the time] andwas ready to

retire, so I took over his office. Shortly after I took
over his practice, I joined ChuckMarquez. He
and I started worked together as partners and
formed Penobscot Eye Care.Wemoved the office
to Brewer in 2009, and along the way KathyWard
joined us, then Kim Allen, and another partner
is joining this summer. I had a bunch of different
majors at UMaine before deciding I wanted to
go to optometry school, but it turned out to be a
good fit.

Words to Live By: I think the more things
that you explore and look into, the better off
you will be. I know that for me, graduating
from BHS in 1973, the last place I ever thought
I would end up would be spending any time in
the Army, but it did happen, and it turned out,
for me, to be a very positive and worthwhile
experience. I don’t think if I hadn’t been open
to new things I would have discovered that.
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