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A fight broke out among members of the
executive committee when the Maine
Forest Products Council decided to give
Jim Robbins Sr. the prestigious Albert D.
Nutting Award. Everyone wanted to
present the award to Robbins, who is one
of the most respected and beloved members
of Maine’s forest products community.

“I’m happy to say that I won,” Jim
Contino of Verso said at MFPC’s 55th

annual meeting at Sunday River Resort.
Contino, vice president of the MFPC

Board, praised Robbins as an excellent
leader, skilled facilitator, tough negotiator,
out-of-the-box thinker and tireless advocate
for the forest products industry.

“For about 10 years now, I have served
with Jim on the executive committee at
MFPC,” he said. “He has an informed
opinion about most issues. He has a strong
sense of what is good for our industry and
where the common ground should be.”

Also honored this year were:

Maine’s Outstanding Logger –
Dean Pepper of Fayette, D. R. Pepper Wood

Harvesting, for “exemplary on the ground
performance and a strong commitment to
meeting the management objectives of the
landowner through innovation and sound
business management.”

Maine’s Outstanding Forester –
Tom Whitworth of Wallagrass, former

regional enforcement coordinator for the
Maine Forest Service, for “a career of
tireless, pro-active education and
counseling on forest management practices
whilemaintainingtherespectof landowners
within a regulatory framework.”

Maine’s Outstanding Manufacturer –
Lumbra Hardwoods Inc., Milo, in

recognition of their perseverance, ingenuity,

and excellence in the sawmill business, and
support of the Milo community and the
forest products industry since 1952.”

Abby Holman Public Service Award –
Keith Kanoti of Old Town, formerly of

the Maine Forest Service.

Robbins is president and owner of
Robbins Lumber in Searsmont, a family-
owned business for five generations. The
award recognizes “his leadership of the
Robbins Family legacy of sawmill
operators, his dedication and advocacy for

the forest industry, his passion for
educating the public about Maine’s forest
resources, and his accomplishments as a
forester and conservationist.”

MFPC established the award to honor
Albert Nutting, who was director of the
School of Forest Resources at the
UniversityofMaine,MaineCommissioner
of Forestry, and one of the Council’s
founders. The recipient must demonstrate
leadership and integrity as well as a
commitment to the values, both public
and private, generated from the working
forest. His or her experience must reflect
concern for the sound environmental use
as well as the economic value of the forest
to industry and to the community at
large. The award has been presented
annually since 1990 to a remarkable group
of individuals, each of them truly unique,
but with a common commitment to Maine
and it’s forest industry.
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