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Bethel Ambulance’s service area
includes not only Bethel but also the

town of Gilead and some smaller areas
including Bachelors Grant, Mason
Township, Riley Plantation, Grafton Notch,
and about half of Albany (the other half is
covered by Stoneham Rescue).

That adds up to about 3,000-3,500 people
served by a total of 31 crew members on the
roster, said David Hanscom, one of 16 basic
EMT’s at Bethel Ambulance, who has been
Chief of the service since 2012. There are
also seven paramedics, three advanced
EMT’s, and the remaining personnel are
CPR/First Aid certified drivers. They work
paid per diem daytime shifts at the station;
at night, a volunteer duty crew is on call.
Last year was especially busy, with over 400
calls; their typical annual call volume is
between 300-350. They respond to 9-1-1
emergency calls including cardiac and
trauma incidents — “unfortunately, with
Routes 2, 26, 5 and 35 in our coverage area,
that includes a fair number of motor vehicle
accidents.”Withasectionof theAppalachian
trail and a number of other trails in the
area, there are hiking mishaps, and Bethel
Ambulance sometimes coordinates with the
Maine Warden Service or lends personnel
support to Mahoosuc Mountain Search and
Rescue efforts.

“Over the past few years we’ve become
very community oriented, extending our

outreach with senior citizens and also going
into the schools,” said Hanscom. “We’ve met
with kindergarten through fifth grade
students to spotlight safety topics such as
the importance of seat belts, bike helmets, or
swimming with a buddy and wearing a life
vest on the water.”

Thanks to Bethel Ambulance
initiatives, a group of local fifth graders
has now been certified in CPR. First Aid
training is being implemented at the high
school, where interested students may
have the opportunity to become CPR
trainers themselves.

“At one time there were three or four wood-
related mills operating in our community,
whose management were able to be flexible
about allowing employees to respond to
emergency calls during work hours,”
Hanscom said. “Now they are gone, and it’s
just not feasible for our current businesses
here to do the same. I’m very appreciative of
the people we do have, and everything they
contribute to keep the service viable so that
we can serve the community.”

Bethel Ambulance will host an EMS
Week Open House next week, when the
public is invited to stop in to meet the crew,
see the facility and the equipment, even get
a blood pressure check, and to learn more
about joining the roster or other ways to
help. For more information, check out their
Facebook page.

Last fall, Bethel Ambulance Paramedic Berta Broomhall (far L) and Basic EMT

Kelsey Averill (far R) enjoyed the opportunity to meet with young future EMS

providers from Nurturing Vines preschool.
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