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The Jackson Laboratory is world renowned
for cutting edge science and gold-standard
research models produced within the nearly
900,000 square feet of laboratories, vivaria,
and support space on its Bar Harbor and
Ellsworth properties. What may not be as
well known are the cutting edge systems and
technologies necessary to support these world
class operations and the Maine grads who
manage them.

Infrastructure requirements supporting
zero downtime 24/7 operations are complex
and integrate a wide variety of engineering
applications. JAX affords unequalled
exposure for engineers and maintenance
technicians in support of a world class
mission including high voltage electrical
generation/distribution, digital building
automation, central utility operations, 100
percent outside-air HVAC, engineered fire
protection, process piping, and design and
construction oversight of sophisticated
laboratory buildings and much more.

The Jackson Laboratory proudly offers

challenging opportunities for Maine
graduates to remain

in-state while applying the skills and
knowledge gained at a variety of local colleges
and universities. Shining examples include
Norm Burdzel, PE (University of Maine,
BSME ‘93) and Greg Hiltz (University of
Maine, BSMET ‘14) who oversee design and
construction of mechanical infrastructure
and building construction projects; Luke
Damon (Maine Maritime Academy, Marine
Engineering Technology ‘07), JAX assistant
chief engineer overseeing operation of
6.25MW electrical generation, 3,600
horsepower high pressure steam boilers, and
5,000 tons absorption and centrifugal chilling;
Bob Terwilliger (EMMC Associate’s Degree
Electrical/Automation Technology ‘07) who
operates, programs, and installs advanced
DDC and PLC building and process control
systems; and Ben Knapp (EMMC Associates
Degree HVACR ‘12) advancing precision
maintenance techniques and analysis
through predictive vibration analysis.

The Collegiate Society of Women
Engineers (SWE) at the University of
Maine was awarded an Outstanding
Collegiate Section Award at the Silver
Level at the SWE Conference awards
banquet in Nashville in October.

The award recognizes collegiate
sections that are active in meeting
SWE’s strategic goals of professional
excellence, globalization and advocacy.
At the Silver Level, UMaine was joined
by nine other collegiate sections,
including those at Cornell, Purdue and
Tufts universities.

Meagan Lewis, a senior in mechanical
engineering from Beverly,
Massachusetts, is the president of
UMaine’s SWE section.

“The UMaine section really fulfills

SWE’s tagline — Aspire/Advance/
Achieve — and offers great opportunities
for members to develop leadership
skills,” says Karen Horton, professor of
mechanical engineering technology and
the UMaine section’s adviser and the
2010 Outstanding SWE Counselor.

The UMaine section has a number of
active committees, including those
focused on technology and website,
outreach, fundraising, corporate
relations, social events and the Region F
Conference (this year at West Point, Feb.
26–28). The section plays an important
role in engineering outreach to young
people in Maine, with the UMaine
members leading events at engineering
expos and the Challenger Learning
Center in Bangor.
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