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VINALHAVEN, Maine -- Carver's Harbor was frozen solid in 1918, with six Friendship sloops and some power

lobster boats locked in the ice. The island was struggling after being icebound for more than a week, but were able

to send a telegram to President Woodrow Wilson to ask for help. Then an ocean-going tugboat was able to get
through the "ice blockade" to bring in food for the people and animals on the island.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PENOBSCOT MARINE MUSEUM.

U.S. Rep. Chellie Pingree’s remarks to the House of
Representatives on Thursday, June 25, 2015, recognizing

the 135th anniversary of the Friendship Sloop
THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2015

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the 135th anniversary of the Friendship
Sloop, a style of sailing vessel that stands as an icon of Maine’s maritime heritage.
Friendship Sloops were developed over a century ago in Maine’s Muscongus Bay as
fishing and lobstering boats. Their beautiful lines served an important purpose. The
shape of the hull provided great stability and lobstermen could sail the boats by them-
selves while laying and checking their traps by hand. Many local craftsmen were
known for building them, but none more than Wilbur Morse of Friendship, Maine.
Morse’s shop turned out so many of the boats that they eventually became known by the
name of his hometown. With the advent of modern-day engines in the 20th century, the
Friendship Sloop fell out of favor as a fishing vessel. But it wasn’t long before its
beauty and functionality made it a popular design for recreational sailboats and
yachts. Its distinctive shape lives on to this day with the help of many enthusiasts

who carry on its legacy. Since 1961, the Friendship Sloop Society has hosted an an-
nual regatta and connected a community of people who sail, rebuild, and appreci-

ate these boats. Much has changed since 1880, but life on the Maine coast retains
many connections to those earlier days. Hard-working individuals still make
their living on the water. Tight-knit communities still pull together for each
other. And Friendship Sloops still gracefully ply the waters, their design

largely unchanged in 135 years. Some things just cannot be improved
upon. My appreciation goes to all those who keep the tradition of
the Friendship Sloop alive. It gives me great pleasure to cele-

brate its 135th anniversary.
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