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Growing a community of caring at BCS
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Students, parents and staff helped to create the Brewer Community School Garden, which contains 12 4-foot by 4-foot raised beds in which to

grow fruits, vegetables and flowers.

For the 2015-2016 school year, students
at the Brewer Community School will have
a chance to find out just how their garden
grows. Between a teacher, a local Eagle
Scout and the work of the student body as
a whole, the school now has 12 4-foot by
4-foot raised beds in which to grow fruits,
vegetables and flowers.

It all started when teacher Sue Ann
Gaitings and several other educators
approached principal William Leithiser
about thepotentialofcreatingacommunity
garden at the school — one that could
serve students, primarily, but also could
offer Brewer residents a chance to grow a
few things in a garden.

“When the school first opened, a lot
of teachers began to teach about
sustainable living and about the
importance of plants and nature, and
the idea of a garden had always been a
part of it,” said Gaitings. “Finally, we
reached out to Mr. Leithiser about doing
it, and he gave us the green light.”

The school needed somebody to actually
build the beds, however, and that’s where
Brewer High School senior Alex Reardon
and his father, Randy Reardon, came into
the picture. Alex Reardon, a longtime
member of Boy Scout Troop 1, decided that
he wanted the building of the 12 raised beds
to be his Eagle Scout project. He presented

the project to the Eagle Scout Council, and
it was accepted.

In October, Reardon built the beds,
which sit outside the school. Businesses
and individuals that donated wood, loam,
topsoil and other supplies for the build,
include Old Town resident Walter Leavitt,
TLC Lawn Care and Broadway Hardware.

The plan is for each class from Pre-K
through eighth grade to each have their
own bed, as well as one for special
education, and one extra for the greater
Brewer community.

“Weareacommunityofcaring, andanyone
that wants to participate can have a bed, as
well,” said Gaitings. “We also are looking for
volunteers to help with the beds year-round.”

Though the growing season is over and
won’t began again in earnest until May,
several student and teachers have already
begun planting. Four classes have planted
flower bulbs, and the seventh grade class
has planted garlic. Plans are already
underway for the coming spring.

“We have a garden committee where we
meet and talk about the criteria for the
garden and how to formulate each grade’s
plan,” said Gaitings. “We’re also going to
try to do composting, and to install rain
barrels and birdhouses. It’s really such a
wonderful opportunity for our students to
do some hands-on learning.”

By Emily Burnham, BDN Special Sections

New faces of Brewer for 2015-16 school year
Gayle Peirce - Brewer High
School Library/Media Specialist
My journey to becoming Brewer

High School’s Media Specialist has

had some bends in the road. I have

worked in school libraries for the

last 15 years. I come to BHS from

Dexter, Dover-Foxcroft, and Milo. I live in Exeter with

my husband Mark. We have been married almost 30

years and have two sons, Nicholas and Nathan. I ref-

eree basketball and have recently taken up long dis-

tance running. In October 2014, I ran my first marathon

- Marine Corps Marathon in Washington, D.C., and this

past October I ran in the Boston Half-Marathon. Let’s

just say I finished! I am very excited to be a member of

BHS’ diverse community of learners. My goal is to cre-

ate a Media Center webpage that will support the 21st

Century learner by providing reliable resources that

can be accessed 24/7.

Pamela Klekotka - Brewer High
School Spanish Teacher
Pamela Klekotka has a bachelor’s

degree in Spanish and a master’s

degree in foreign language educa-

tion. She also completed a post-

graduate program at the Institute

of Latin American Studies (University of London.) Ms.

K studied abroad in Spain and has traveled to Mexico

and Guatemala. She has been teaching Spanish for 20

years, most recently at Hampden Academy. She looks

forward to sharing her love of the Spanish language

and culture with students at BHS.

Renita Ward-Downer - Brewer
School Department Director of In-
struction
Renita Ward-Downer came to the

Brewer School District from RSU

#22 in August 2015, to work as the

Director of Instruction. She started

her career in education working for SAD #63 where

she taught at Eddington Elementary for six years. She

then moved to the Hampden district where she taught

3rd, 4th and 5th grades for 14 years at Weatherbee

School. Throughout these years she also attended col-

lege classes and received her master’s in Curriculum

and Instruction through the University of New Eng-

land. Renita currently resides in Newburgh with her

two boys. She likes to garden, go hiking, biking and

attending sporting events where she watches her chil-

dren play.

Kris-Anne Spring - Brewer Com-
munity School Ed Tech I
Kris-Anne Spring is a graduate of

Brewer High School and the Uni-

versity of Maine with a master’s

degree in public administration.

She spent 18 years as a stay-at-

home parent to her now 18 year old son and 14 year old

daughter, including 6 years of homeschooling her son.

She decided that her calling in life right now is to work

with kids and she is very excited to be an ed tech. She

lives in Brewer with her kids, her Golden Retriever

Buddy, and her cat Charlotte.

Meghan Snook - Brewer Commu-
nity School French/Spanish
Teacher
My family and I lived in Brewer my

whole life. I graduated from Brewer

High School in 2007, went to the

University of Maine and received a

bachelor’s degree in Spanish with a double major in

International Affairs and French. I love sports and grew

up playing soccer, basketball, and softball. I also enjoy

reading and traveling. This is my fourth year as a

French/Spanish teacher and soccer coach and I love

every bit of what I do. I live in Bangor with my husband

Derek and my dog Shelby.

Scott Stowe - Brewer High School
French Teacher
I am beginning my fourth year of

teaching, having spent the past

three years teaching French I

through French IV at Central High

School in Corinth. At Central High

School I was the 2017 class advisor and founder of the

fencing club. Prior to teaching, I was an ed tech in

special education at Hermon High School for two

years. Although I’ve wanted to be a teacher for as long

as I can remember, I came to the profession later in

life. I received a bachelor’s degree in Russian and Polish

from the University of North Carolina in 1985. During

my time in high school and college, I also studied

French and Italian. After college, I spent 25 years work-

ing in various capacities in the airline business, where

I was fortunate to be able to use my language abilities

and to travel the world. I spent six months in Warsaw,

Poland, and in Khabarovsk, Russia, as a training super-

visor and interpreter for American Airlines. For the

eight years prior to teaching I managed a transcription

and translation company, where I was again fortunate

to use my linguistic abilities on a daily basis. My main

interest and passion in life has always been the study

of languages, and a desire to share that passion with

others. My other interests include reading, playing and

watching soccer, UNC Tarheel basketball, fencing,

music, and enjoying nature. I am married (my wife

teaches in the Brewer School Department as well), I

have two grown children, a son aged 24 and a daughter

aged 22, and three cats. I am a member of the American

Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, the

American Association of Teachers of French, the For-

eign Language Association of Maine, and was recently

inducted into MENSA.

Tonya Roby - Brewer Community
School Kindergarten Teacher
Tonya Roby was Born in New

Hampshire and raised in the Green

Mountains of Vermont. She gradu-

ated from a small school in Vermont

in 2006 and attended Johnson State

College in Vermont for two years majoring in mathe-

matics. Tonya moved to Maine in 2008 to attend Hus-
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