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REGIONTHREE

Maine EMS SERVICE SPOTLIGHTS

WinthropAmbulance
In addition to Winthrop, six other

communities comprise the service
area covered by Winthrop Ambulance
Service: Wayne, Readfield, Mt. Vernon,
Fayette, and in the past few years, the
addition of Manchester and Monmouth
— with a combined population of
approximately 21,000 that easily
doubles in the summer season.
Winthrop Ambulance responds to an
average of 2,100 calls a year.

The municipally based service, with
46 on the roster, is staffed 24/7 at the
Paramedic level, said EMS Director
John Dovinsky, who has seen other
changes during his two decades here.
Perhaps the biggest was the move from
their old cramped quarters (1,850
square feet) to the new ambulance
building (9,000 square feet), seven
years ago.

“Many folks have yet to visit, and we
encourage everyone to come by to say
hello and take a tour during our EMS
Week Open House,” said Dovinsky.

The Town of Winthrop purchased and
repurposed the former Winthrop Health
Center as the new ambulance station.

“Even with the cost of renovations
and adding on a four bay garage for

our ambulances, we saved 50 percent
over going with brand new, stick
built,” said Dovinsky. In addition to
sleeping accommodations for three
crews, the “self-contained” station
offers ample classroom, training and
meeting space under one roof, as well
as plenty of space for AVOC training in
the spacious parking lot.

The Winthrop Ambulance coverage
area includes eight major summer
camps, with as many as 4,000 young
campers — and lots of seasonal homes.

“Forty percent of our local coverage
land mass is actually water,” said
Dovinsky. “And 35-40 percent of the
roads we travel to reach our patients
are privately owned and/or dirt roads.”

That can mean challenges trying to
navigate emergency vehicles between
trees, for example, to access a small
camp. As the population ages, some
camps are being converted into four-
season retirement homes. And there
are still safety concerns for hikers,
skiers, snowmobilers and ice
fishermen when summer is over.

For more information, visit the
Winthrop Ambulance Service
Facebook page.

Crews from Winthrop Ambulance stand by at a Winthrop/Monmouth vs. Maranacook

high school football game played in Winthrop last fall. Winthrop Ambulance proudly

serves all three communities as well as Fayette, Mt. Vernon and Manchester.


