
son University, where she graduated in 2011 with a

degree in elementary education. In 2011 she began her

journey at Brewer Community School filling many roles

before being hired this summer as a kindergarten

teacher. She enjoys reading, crafts, and being out-

doors; camping and gardening. She lives in Brewer with

her husband, Nicolas, and three children.

Jamie Patterson - Brewer
Community School Ed Tech I
Jamie Patterson graduated from Old

Town High School in 1998 and at-

tended the University of Maine at

Augusta. After graduation she start-

ed working as an ed tech in a devel-

opmental preschool.

She remained there for one year until she became a

substitute for the Special Education Program at Brewer

Community School. After that year, she was hired as a

full time ed tech for the Special Education Program.

She lives in Brewer with her son, Evan.

Margaret “Marci” Parizo - Brewer
School Department Part-time Social
Worker
Marci graduated from Bangor High

School in 2001. She went on to pur-

sue a bachelor’s degree in psychol-

ogy at the University of Maine. In

2006, she returned to UMaine to pursue her master’s

degree in social work. In 2008, she started her clinical

work at Acadia Hospital and moved on to work at Kid-

sPeace New England, where she has been for the past

six years and continues to work part time. Marci and

her husband reside in the Bangor area with their two

sons and their dog, Mac.

Tania Fraser - Brewer High School
Principal’s Secretary
Tania Fraser was a long-time

substitute in the Brewer School

Department. She has a bachelor’s

degree from the University of

Maine. She fills the office with her

baked goodies, warm and welcoming smiles and is

ready to help you whenever she is needed.

Heather Knowles - Brewer Com-
munity School Kindergarten
Teacher
Heather Knowles is a former stu-

dent and graduate of the Brewer

school system and is very excited to

be returning to her hometown to

teach kindergarten at the Brewer Community School.

She lives in Brewer with her husband, Adam, and their

two boys who attend school at BCS. Evan is a second

grader and Ryder is in kindergarten.

Heather graduated from the University of Maine in

2003 with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education

and in 2009, earned her master’s degree in literacy

from the University of New England.

She has 12 years of teaching experience at the K-2 level

and has taught the past eleven years at the McGraw

School in Hampden.

Heather is extremely passionate about teaching

reading and writing to young students and instilling

in them a love for books. Her next career goal is to

earn a Certificate of Advanced Study from UNE as a

reading specialist.

Allison Kahkonen - Brewer
Community School Instructional
Supervisor
It is with great enthusiasm that I begin

my career as Instructional Supervisor

at Brewer Community School.

I live in Brewer with my husband

and two children, and have been a teacher for 15 years.

I received my master’s degree and principal certifica-

tion almost three years ago.

While I loved my job as a teacher, I am passionate

about creating opportunities for both teachers and

students to succeed, and BCS was a great fit. In my

current leadership role, I work closely with our admin-

istrators and teachers to ensure that we are delivering

high-quality instruction as well as appropriate support

systems for our students.

If you are visiting the school, you will see me in the of-

fice, hallways, classrooms, and outside. I have enjoyed

my first few months here and look forward to the op-

portunity to serve the students, staff, and community

for many years to come!

Tony Lavin - Brewer High School
Custodian I
Tony Lavin is a 2011 graduate of

Brewer High School. He comes to us

with a wide array of skills and is

ecstatic to be part of our faculty.

Tony takes pride in being able to

maintain the school in which he attended.

Laura Hendrix - Brewer High
School Food Service Assistant
I graduated from Westfield High

School in Massachusetts in 1982 and

moved to Saratoga New York to

pursue my passion for horses.

After working for Saratoga Stan-

dardbreds for three years training horses, I moved to

Ellsworth in 1988 to help my parents run their business.

In 1990 I began a long and joyful career at Jackson

Laboratory in Bar Harbor working my way up through

the years taking many courses and classes and became

a Bio Medical Technologist/ Colony Manager. I retired

in 2013 after 23 years to spend the next four years en-

joying time with my daughter and commuting her to

and from her new high school. I have worked as a food

services sub since being hired at Brewer High School

this past fall. I live in Otis on Beech Hill Pond with my

husband Ken, daughter Kolby and my two dogs.

Jamie Emerson - Brewer high
School Special Education Teacher
I graduated from Belfast High

School in 2006 and received a full

scholarship to play field hockey at

the University of Albany. I then

transferred to the University of

Maine in 2008 (due to family illness) and continued

playing field hockey. I served as the team’s only captain

in 2009 and graduated with a bachelor’s in child devel-

opment in 2010.

I started my career at Kidspeace New England as an ed

tech 3 and completed my master’s in behavior analyst

in 2014. I continued career at Kidspeace New england

as a behavior specialist, and coached field hockey at

Husson University in 2013.

The following year, I took the varsity field hockey posi-

tion at Old Town High School, where I received Coach

of the Year in 2015. In July, I married Kevin Emerson of

Old Town.

Nicole Chamberland - Brewer
Community School Special
Education Teacher
Nicole graduated from Leavitt

Area High school in 2005 and at-

tended the University of Maine

where she earned a bachelor’s de-

gree in psychology with a double minor in dance and

child development. She went on to earn her master’s

degree in special education two years later. After

graduating, she took a job in RSU #22 where she was a

special education teacher for five years. Nicole lives in

Winterport with her husband, Andre, their son, Mason,

and their two fur babies, Prince Kitty and Sydney. Ni-

cole also teaches Zumba two days a week in Newburgh.

Christopher Brady - Brewer
Community School Physical
Education Teacher
I have been a Brewer Witch for as

long as I can remember, growing up

and attending all grades here. I

graduated from Brewer High School

in 2008 with a passion for athletics and fitness. I also

worked for the Brewer Parks and Recreation for eight

years. While in college, I had the opportunity to learn

from Mrs. England at the Brewer Community School

during my last semester as a student teacher. Needless

to say, I know a lot of our Brewer children after being

around here for a while. I graduated from the Univer-

sity of Maine in Orono with a Bachelor’s Degree in Ki-

nesiology: Teaching/Coaching in May of 2012. From

there, I accepted my first job at the Veazie Community

School. I taught physical education and health there

for three years before making this exciting move back

“home.” I recently bought a house in Brewer.

Jayson Adams - Brewer Community
School special Education Teacher
I attended the University of Maine

and graduated in 1996. I have a

bachelor’s degree in kinesiology

and I am certified to teach Special

Education, Health, and Physical

Education. I have taught at St. John’s in Bangor, Holy

Cross in Lewiston, in Lubec, in Old Town for 15 years,

at Bangor, and finally in Brewer. I coach basketball and

in the past have been a tennis coach, golf coach, and

soccer coach. In my spare time I enjoy golfing with

my friends, going to the movies with my wife Jen,

and visiting family. I have two golden retrievers

named Madison and Dakota.

Superintendent of Schools Cheri Towle
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