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ALASH are masters of Tuvan throat singing (xöömei), a remarkable technique for
singing multiple pitches at the same time. What distinguishes this gifted trio from earlier
generations of Tuvan throat singers is the subtle infusion of modern influences into their
traditionalmusic.Onecanfindcomplexharmonies,westerninstruments,andcontemporary
song forms in Alash’s music, but its overall sound and spirit is decidedly Tuvan.

Trained in traditional Tuvan music since childhood, the Alash musicians studied at
Kyzyl Arts College just as Tuva was beginning to open up to the West. They formed a
traditional ensemble and won multiple awards for traditional throat singing in
international xöömei competitions, both as an ensemble and as individuals. At the same
time, they paid close attention to new trends coming out of the West. They have
borrowed new ideas that mesh well with the sound and feel of traditional Tuvan music,
but they have never sacrificed the integrity of their own heritage in an effort to make
their music more hip.

Alash first toured the U.S. under the sponsorship of the Open World Leadership
program of the Library of Congress and the National Endowment for the Arts. Since
then they have returned many times, to the delight of American audiences. The
Washington Post described their music as “utterly stunning,” quipping that after the
performance “audience members picked their jaws up off the floor.”

Alash enjoys collaborating with musicians of all stripes. They appear as guest artists
on Béla Fleck & the Flecktones’ holiday CD Jingle All the Way (2008), which won a
Grammy. The Denver Post remarked, “As electrifying as the Flecktones’ performance
was, the band were nearly upstaged by Alash Ensemble.” Alash also enjoys a
longstanding musical partnership with the legendary Sun Ra Arkestra, and they have
collaboratedwithmusiciansacrossthespectrum,fromcountrytoclassical tobeatboxing.

Beyond performing, Alash has a passion for teaching and promoting understanding
between cultures. Their tours often include workshops where they introduce Tuvan
music to students from primary, middle and high schools, colleges, universities, and
music conservatories. Children as young as 8 and 9 have learned to throat-sing. As one
student exclaimed, “Alash opened my eyes to a whole new world!”

Alash performs:
Saturday, Noon LL Bean Penobscot Stage (Mouth Music Talk / Demo session)
Saturday, 5:15 p.m. EMHS Two Rivers Stage
Saturday, 8:30 p.m. LL Bean Penobscot Stage
Sunday, 1 p.m. BDN Railroad Stage

Fendika, a troupe of the most accomplished azmari musicians and dancers from Addis
Ababa, draws deeply from the well of Ethiopia’s bardic tradition, while adding creative
movements and sounds that revitalize the ancient artistic forms to create a new tradition.
Fendika features two dancers, a singer, and instruments, including kebero drums, masenko
(a one-stringed bowed fiddle), and krar (a five- or six-stringed lyre). Founded in 2009 by
Melaku Belay, Ethiopia’s leading dancer and a respected cultural ambassador, the ensemble
is based at Melaku’s renowned music club Fendika Azmari Bet in Addis Ababa.

The musicians and dancers of Fendika present a cultural journey through Ethiopia’s
astonishing cultural diversity, mesmerizing audiences with resonant vocal chants, vibrant
stringed instruments, spirited drum rhythms, and spectacular dancing. Melaku is a
renowned virtuoso interpreter of eskista, a traditional Ethiopian trance dance of athletic
shoulder movements that presage hip hop movements of breaking and popping.

Melaku and Fendika extend their base of tradition to explore musical partnerships with
Ethiopian jazz bands Addis Acoustic Project and the U.S.-based Debo Band, as well as with
international groups such as European punk band The Ex. Fendika has appeared in
Scandinavia, France, Spain, Mali, Zanzibar, Holland, Belgium, Germany, Italy, and the
Czech Republic; they rocked the Roskilde Festival in Denmark in July 2014, earning a rave
review. Members of the group toured the U.S. in 2011, 2012, and 2013 with stops at the Lowell
and Richmond Folk Festivals, the International Festival of Arts and Ideas, and Kennedy
Center as well as Lincoln Center where their performance received great acclaim from the
New York Times. They performed as a showcase band at the prestigious Womex Festival in
2014 and toured Europe twice during 2015 with The Ex. Fendika was a highlight at
globalFEST 2016, the premier world music showcase in New York.

Fendika performs:
Saturday, 1:15 p.m. BDN Railroad Stage
Saturday, 4 p.m. LL Bean Penobscot Stage
Sunday, Noon LL Bean Penobscot Stage (Music & Dance Talk / Demo session)
Sunday, 5:30 p.m. EMHS Two Rivers stage

Alash Fendika


