
10 COLLEGE FAIR • Bangor Daily News Special Advertising Section • September 16, 2016

BY METRO NEWS SERVICE

Attending college has never been more expensive, but students
and their parents can explore various options that can help
reduce the cost of college tuition.
Apply to tuition-free schools
Many students and parents might be surprised to learn that there are several tuition-free

schools.Admittancetotheseschoolsiscompetitive,butstudentsconsideringequallycompetitive,
high-tuition alternatives might make strong candidates for admission to tuition-free schools.

Apply to fixed-tuition schools
If tuition-free schools are not an option, students can save money by applying for

admittance to fixed-tuition schools. Such schools guarantee that the tuition students pay
in their freshman year will not increase during the ensuing three years. (Note: Tuition
may increase if a student needs a fifth year of schooling.) That can lead to considerable
savings, as many schools’ tuitions increase dramatically in just four years.

Begin at a two-year college
Two-year colleges typically charge considerably lower tuitions than four-year colleges and

universities. Students who want to save money may benefit by enrolling in a two-year college
out of high school and getting all of their prerequisite courses out of the way at a more budget-
friendly cost. When considering this option, make sure credits at the two-year college fully
transfer to the four-year school students hope to enroll in after earning their associate’s degrees.

Remain in-state for undergraduate degrees
In-state tuition at public universities remains a considerable bargain over out-of-

state tuition or tuition at private universities. Students planning to do postgraduate
work might benefit by enrolling in in-state public universities and saving their
money to finance their postgraduate educations. Students who hope to attend a
public university in a state that borders their home state may be eligible for a border
waiver, which grants them in-state tuition even though they attended high school
outside of the state.

Creative ways to cut college costs


