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More than seven in 10 Americans
support increased federal

funding for the nation’s public
transportation systems in communities
of all sizes, according to a survey
conducted by ORC International for the
American Public Transportation
Association (APTA).

This support is broad, according to the
survey, spanning various age groups and
political affiliations, with some of the
highest numbers among Millennials ages
18 to 34 (77 percent) and individuals age
65 and older (76 percent).

Owning or having access to a private
vehicle does not diminish this support,
with 71 percent of car owners reporting
that they want to see more federal
investment in public transportation in both

large and small communities. In addition,
over half of respondents said public transit
is important in attracting and retaining
employers in their community

As Congress finalizes work on the
Surface Transportation Bill, some experts
are echoing the public sentiment.

“No matter where you live and work
and what age you are, public transit
providesvitalaccessto jobsandeverything
a community has to offer,” says APTA
President and CEO Michael P. Melaniphy.
“We must ensure we provide for both
large and smaller communities through
growth of the federal transit program.”

To learn more, visit apta.com.
Experts say that with so many

economic and cultural benefits that
public transportation brings to a
community, it’s no surprise that so many
Americans support its funding.

The University of Maine in Orono has
been hosting the two week long

Maine Summer Transportation Institute
(MSTI) since the summer of 2008 for middle
school students at the Foster Center for
Student Innovation.

The purpose of the Institute is to create
awareness and stimulate interest in
students to take advantage of the
opportunities that exist in the
transportation industry. The MSTI is
funded by a grant from the Federal Highway
Administration and is open to students
attending public and private schools in the
Greater Bangor Area. The Institute is an
extremely intense and structured learning
opportunity for youth in the middle school
systems of Maine.

This year’s camp runs weekdays,
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. from July 11 to July 22.

The curriculum exposes students to new

frontiers and adventures such as highway
design, alternative fuels, construction
materials, transportation of people and
cargo, intermodalism, laws, regulations,
safety, and career opportunities. In
addition, students participate in computer
training, academic enhancement activities,
field trips, and student projects.

For information, visit umaine.edu/msti.
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