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Service Director Deborah Staples
is one-fourth of the crew for
Swan’s Island EMS, serving a

year round island population of about 350
that swells to close to 1,000 in the
summertime. Her colleagues, who like her
are also basic EMT’s, are Sonja Philbrook,
Charlie Wiegle, and Tammy Tripler.

“With only four of us, we text each other
every morning to know who is available to
respond,” Staples said.

Undersuchchallengingcircumstances,
you appreciate all the help you can get.

“We’re grateful to work with the Fire
Department — several of their 10
members support us when they can, such
as help with lifting. And some of our EMS
equipment is stored at the firehouse,”
she said. To accomplish their mission,
Swan’s Island EMS also relies on the
ferry, and sometimes even the Coast
Guard, to reach the mainland.

“There is no way we could exist
without the support from Southwest
Harbor/Tremont Ambulance,” Staples

said. Weather permitting, LifeFlight air
transport is called when a patient
requires Advanced Life Support.

Annually, Swan’s Island EMS averages
35 to 37 calls requiring transport. The
calls for help range from heart attacks to
delivering a baby, and once, even a
gunshot wound. When they can, the
Swan’s Island crew takes time to
familiarize local school children and
even preschoolers with EMS and what
they provide.

Each year in late July or early August,
island residents and visitors look forward to
the traditional, jointly hosted fire and
ambulance services’ community lobster bake.

Thanks to a diligent letter writing
campaign to every taxpayer and the town
itself, their 20 year old ambulance is due
to be replaced later this year, assuring
not just the peace of mind of a more
reliable vehicle and patient comfort but
also state of the art equipment, more
storage capacity, and space for the crew
to operate.
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Standing (L to R) are Swan’s Island EMTs Tammy Tripler, Charlie Wiegle, EMS Director

Deborah Staples and Sonja Philbrook. Ambulance driver and assistant fire chief Kenny

LeMoine, III is behind the wheel of their 20 year old ambulance, which will be replaced

later this year.
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