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O
n April 10, 2012, U.S. Army Staff Sgt.
Travis Mills of the 82nd Airborne was
critically injured on his third tour of

duty in Afghanistan by an improvised
explosive device. He is one of only five
quadruple amputees from the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan to survive his injuries.

And while it would have been easy to
give up, Mills took a different approach
and his story is far from over.

During his recovery at Walter Reed
Medical Center, Mills found a passion for
inspiring fellow wounded servicemen
and women. He consistently toured the
facility seeking opportunities to encour-
age and spend time with fellow wounded
soldiers and their families, earning him
the nickname as the facility’s “mayor.”

To carry on his passion, Mills started the
Travis Mills Foundation, a nonprofit organi-
zation, formed to benefit and assist wounded
and injured veterans and their families.
Travis continues to inspire wounded ser-

vicemen, women and their families by
showing them they can overcome their
physical obstacles and emotional challenges
and find purpose by staying the course
through their recovery and beyond.

Most recently, the foundation purchased
The Maine Chance Lodge overlooking Long
Pond in Rome. Once owned by cosmetics pio-
neer Elizabeth Arden, the scenic retreat is
being turned into a place for members of the
military wounded in combat, disabled veter-
ans and their families to relax and recuperate.

The Bangor Daily News is grateful for the
efforts of Travis Mills and the thousands of
other U.S. military men and women who have
fought for our freedom. As a sign of our appre-
ciation, we will be donating a portion of the
proceeds from this year’s Veterans Day spe-
cial section to the Travis Mills Foundation.

“Never Give Up. Never Quit.”
For more information or to make a

donation, visit the foundation’s website
at travismills.org.
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AUGUSTA, Maine - (03/03/2015)
Travis Mills, a retired U.S. Army staff
sergeant of the 82nd Airborne, wound-
ed warrior, motivational speaker, actor
and advocate for veterans and ampu-
tees, signs purchasing paperwork for
the Maine Chance Lodge, built in 1929
in Rome, and was once owned by cos-
metics pioneer, Elizabeth Arden. The
lodge will be made into a retreat for
combat-wounded disabled veterans.

Maine Chance Lodge


