
SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT • Bangor Daily News Special Advertising Section • March 29, 2016 13

Lightly colored cabinets and countertops will make a small kitchen space feel

larger, according to Nicole Curtis, star of HGTV’s “Rehab Addict.”

Keeping theCharacter
Renovationwith original charm inmind
COURTESY FAMILY FEATURES

Not every home renovation is a complete do-over. In fact, some

projects are more about preserving the character and charm of the

original structure than making everything shiny and new.

A self-taught home rehabber, licensed real estate agent and designer, Nicole Curtis, star
of HGTV’s “Rehab Addict,” has made an art of introducing the comforts and conveniences
of modern living while restoring homes to their former glory.

Whether you’re giving new life to a historic treasure or simply sprucing up a more
modern home, there are many ways to retain features that keep the integrity of the original
design intact while keeping your renovation budget under control.
Flooring
Updating tired, worn flooring is an important way to make a room feel fresh and inviting.

Remember that much like fashion trends come and go, so do popular styles for home decor.
The dingy carpet you can’t wait to tear out may actually be covering a hidden gem - original
hardwood floors.

Many homeowners rush to rip out old flooring at the first sign of damage, Curtis said. Her
advice: approach your renovation with a “what can I save” rather than a “what can I lose”
mentality. Damaged sections of wood flooring can be patched using reclaimed wood from

other parts of the house or even the attic. A good sanding and a fresh coat of stain can leave you
with a beautifully imperfect surface filled with character that simply can’t be bought.
HeatingandCoolingSystems
Adding a temperature control system to a home or considering how to integrate an addition

into an existing system can be a daunting proposition. In those cases, not only is a ductless
system one of the easiest options for improved home comfort, it also preserves the existing
structure and architectural integrity of a home.


